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By Darya Kurilova

Th e asteroid was found in 2009 
via remote access at the Tzec Maun 
observatory (USA). Th e fully com-
puterised observatory allows regis-
tered users to observe the night sky 
via an Internet connection to their 
telescope. Users can simply select 
co-ordinates to guide the telescope 
towards a particular star, set the type 
of recording and, fi nally, supervise 
the whole process (as the automatic 
system can fail). Pictures are proc-
essed manually, with a calibration 
test needed to eradicate background 
interference. Images are then loaded 
into an astrometric programme, to 

allow them to be matched against 
the astrometric catalogue. Any new 
objects in the picture are then obvi-
ous. Naturally, the whole process 
takes some hours. If a new celestial 
body does appear to have been dis-
covered it must then be observed for 
several years before being granted a 
cardinal catalogue number.

Amateur Vitebsk stargazer Vi-
taly Nevsky observed the asteroid 
for three weeks, matching data with 
various archive observations for fi ve 
oppositions. Additional observa-
tions were also carried out in 2010 
and, as a result, cardinal number 
264,061 was awarded, which then 
permits the giving of a name. At the 

end of 2011, it was given the 
name ‘Vitebsk’ — as awarded 
by the Committee for Small 
Body Nomenclature in the 
honour of the regional centre 
of Belarus. Th e head teacher 
of Vitebsk State University, 
Vladimir Golubev, and Vic-
tor Shor — of the Institute 
of Applied Astronomy of the 
RAS — helped in correlating 
data relating to the discov-
ery.

Th e inverse diameter of 
the ‘Vitebsk’ asteroid is about 
5km and it was situated 354 
million kilometres from the Earth 
at the moment of its discovery. It is 

making an almost circular orbit of 
the Sun every 6.36 years, bringing it 
no closer to the Earth than 330 mil-
lion kilometres.

Only three asteroids in the uni-
verse bear the names of Belarusian 
cities: ‘Minsk’ and ‘Brest’ have been 
awarded previously. However, there 
are hundreds of thousands of aster-
oids in the Solar System. Many are 
named aft er fi gures from Greek and 
Roman mythology while recent dis-
coveries tend to be more individu-
ally named, as is now permitted. 
Discoverers oft en name an asteroid 
aft er themselves. Initially asteroids 
were primarily given female names; 
only those with unusual orbits were 
given male names (for instance, 
Ikar actually comes closer to the 
Sun than Mercury during its orbit). 
Later, this rule was also set aside. 

Only asteroids with defi ned or-
bits can be named and it can take 
dozens of years for such data to be 
confi rmed. Until then, it is given a 
cardinal number detailing its date 
of discovery. Its name is then later 
added. 

‘Vitebsk’ appears 
in Solar system
Committee for Small Body Nomenclature in 
Cambridge registers asteroid with cognominal name

By Svetlana Vedeneeva

She first ascended the bell 
tower fifteen years ago, as a pupil 
of Polotsk’s St. Yevfrosiniya Con-
vent Sunday School. Being keen 
to learn the art of bell ringing, 
she was among the first pupils to 
be taught by the Head of Minsk’s 
School of Bell Ringers — Alexan-
der Malinovsky. 

Yulia has worked as a profes-
sional bell ringer in Russia and 
later moved to Grodno, entering 
Grodno State University’s Art 
Studies Department. She has no 
problem dealing with the twelve 
late 19th-early 20th century bells, 
whose total weight reaches almost 
three tonnes (the largest weighs 
1,600kg). She also teaches bell 

ringing herself at the Cathedral. 
“Over my three years of work, 
I’ve trained around 20 bell ring-

ers — all religious people. Our job 
requires physical strength, like 
training for a sport,” she explains.

Bell ringing spreads 
through neighbourhood

Orphanage 
where mother 
and father live
By Olga Burmistrova

First SOS-families to appear in 
Belarus this year

Th e Belarusian SOS Children’s 
Village Foundation tells us that, 
this year, the organisation wants to 
entrust the raising of unwanted and 
orphaned children to traditional, 
two parent families. Th e charity usu-
ally employs single mother-mentors 
who either have no children of their 
own or who have children who have 
already grown. However, times are 
changing and, in Europe, the project 
is more oft en observing SOS-fathers 
and SOS-families.

Belarus has decided to apply a 
more common scheme, as used by 
the state, with foster and substitution 
families. Moreover, no more SOS-
villages are to be built in Borovlyany, 
Maryina Gorka or Mogilev.

At present, two families are 
training at the newest Belarusian 
SOS Children’s Village — in Mogi-
lev. Th e organisation hopes that the 
number of such families will grow if 
the experiment proves a success.

Keeping 
passengers 
happy
By Olga Buryatova 

From January 23rd, Belavia 
National Airline raised number 
of Minsk-Astana-Minsk fl ights 
to three weekly

For over a decade, fl ights along 
this route have been seasonal, 
running in summer only. How-
ever, from September 1st, 2011, the 
Minsk-Astana-Minsk fl ight became 
year-round, off ered twice a week. 
From now on, it will operate three 
times a week.

As Belavia’s press service notes, 
every month, passenger fl ow on the 
route grows; accordingly, to meet 
demand and further develop transit 
fl ow through Minsk National Air-
port, it has been decided to increase 
the number of fl ights. Th e Single 
Economic Space has also played its 
role.

More fl ights on the route will 
contribute to a more convenient 
connection between Astana and Eu-
rope via Minsk.

Yulia Minchenko involved in bell ringing at the Holy 
Intercession Cathedral for seven years

Palace 
complex to 
be inhabited 
by historical 
characters
Knight in 17th century armour 
to settle in western wing of 
Sapegi family’s ancient castle, 
in village of Ruzhany (Pruzhany 
District)

A museum exhibition is being 
prepared, covering 60sq.m of the 
ground fl oor — devoted to local his-
tory through the prism of the noble 
family who built the magnifi cent 
palace complex (once compared to 
French Versailles).

Aft er a century of neglect, the 
palace was in desperate need of 
restoration; now, at the initiative 
of local authorities and with state 
support, the impressive building is 
returning to its former glory. “Over 
twenty historical characters from 
past times will be housed in the 
three halls on the ground and fi rst 
fl oors of the western wing,” explains 
Ruslan Kniga, the Director of the 
Ruzhany Sapegi Palace Museum. 
“Almost all the costumes and ar-
mour are ready to be worn, while the 
ancient fi replace on the ground fl oor 
will be lit daily, to transport visitors 
back to a bygone age. Th e fi rst fl oor 
will accommodate an exhibition hall 
featuring works by modern artists. 
In addition, a drawing room is be-
ing equipped in the original style, 
to host various cultural-historical 
events and theatrical shows recon-
structing past times.” Th e revived 
‘palace life’ of the western wing is to 
continue the restored eastern wing, 
where a majestic entry gate has been 
rebuilt. 

Th e Ruzhany complex is part 
of the 2012-2018 Castles of Belarus 
governmental programme, which 
envisages the restoration of Belaru-
sian architectural heritage.

Astronomer-amateur Vitaly Nevsky

Three asteroids named after Belarusian cities

Bell ringing by Yulia Minchenko


