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In 2012, Belarus to 
organise eight national 
exhibitions abroad

According to the Trade 
Ministry, in January, a nation-
al stand will be organised at 
the Green Week International 
Exhibition in Berlin (Ger-
many). Meanwhile, in March, 
Belarus will be represented at 
the Heavy Duty Vehicle and 
Equipment International Ex-
hibition in Indonesian Jakarta. 
In April, the country is to at-
tend the Vietnam Expo-2012 
in Hanoi (Vietnam) and then 
the Hanover Industrial Fair 
(Germany). In June, it will 
take part in the Harbin Inter-
national Economic and Trade 
Fair (China). In July, Belarus 
will attend the Innoprom In-
ternational Ural Exhibition 
in Yekaterinburg (Russia) 
and, in August-September, a 
national exhibition-fair is to 
be hosted by Moscow (Rus-
sia). In November, the Indian 
International Trade Fair is be-
ing held in New Delhi.

“Th ese events are being 
hosted by regional economic 
centres, enabling us to attract 
business circles from host 
countries to the Belarusian 
stand, alongside those from 
neighbouring states who are 
keen to co-operate with our 
Republic,” stresses the Trade 
Ministry. It notes that Be-
larus needs to preserve and 
strengthen its place on tradi-
tional sales markets (such as 
Russia and Germany), while 
promoting goods and serv-
ices to new regions — such 
as China, Vietnam, Indonesia 
and India, where export po-
tential is yet to be reached.

Monthly childcare allowances 
are to be linked to the average sal-
ary countrywide, as announced last 
year. Th e Labour and Social Protec-
tion Ministry will send the docu-
ment  to the Government this May, 
giving mothers up to 35 percent of 
the average salary on the birth of 
their fi rst child and up to 40 percent 
on the arrival of their second. Other 
positive social measures are also 
planned.

“A one-off  payment is to be 
made at the beginning of the aca-
demic year to those families with 
three or more children in second-
ary or special education. It will 
amount to up to 30 percent of the 
minimum subsistence budget (as 
of August 1st of the calendar year),” 
explains Valentina Koroleva, Be-
larus’ Deputy Minister for Labour 
and Social Protection. “Moreover, 
one parent families and those with 
disabled children are to be off ered 
short-term child care services. A 
system of family social patronage is 
also to be developed, assisting those 
who fi nd themselves in a diffi  cult 
situation following the birth of a 
disabled child.”

From 2013, businesses and in-
dividual entrepreneurs are expected 
to contribute more towards social 
services (or specifi c social projects), 
aiming to enhance the quality and 

availability of social services. In 
December, a corresponding draft  
law was submitted to the House of 
Representatives regarding the new 
system.

Speaking of the employment sit-
uation, Alexander Rumak, Belarus’ 
Deputy Minister for Labour and 

Social Protection, tells us, “We don’t 
expect to see the situation deterio-
rate signifi cantly. Unemployment 
will be within forecast limits. In 
2011, we managed to control the sit-
uation and preserve our staff . Under 
the conditions of modernisation of 
the national economy, the priorities 

in the fi eld of employment are shift -
ing towards effi  cient use of labour 
resources; this ensures economical-
ly effi  cient employment. Th e steps 
are made in line with the state  plan 
for Belarusian population’s employ-
ment in 2012 (approved by the Gov-
ernment).

Championship 
attractive to all
Belarus’ visa-free regime 
to be launched from April 
25th to May 31st, 2014, for 
offi  cial participants of IIHF 
Championship, alongside 
foreign tourists

Th e Presidential Press Service 
has told BelTA that a corresponding 
Decree ‘On Some Issues Relating to 
the Organisation of the 2014 IIHF 
Championship in Minsk’ has been 
signed by President Alexander Lu-
kashenko.

A visa-free entry regime is being 
temporarily introduced for offi  cial 
participants of the championship 
and attending fans to allow the event 
to run more smoothly and encour-
age the maximum number of visi-
tors. Participants will be registered 
via the offi  cial accreditation system 
of the International Ice Hockey Fed-
eration, while fans will have original 
or electronic tickets. Medical insur-
ance agreements won’t be required 
for offi  cial participants of the cham-
pionship, or for foreign tourists.

Goods imported for the 2014 
IIHF Championship (except sub-ex-
cise products) are to be exempt from 
added value tax or customs duties 
(taking into account the internation-
al obligations of Belarus). However, 
the targeted use of such goods will 
need to be stated. Minsk City Ex-
ecutive Committee aims to ease the 
import of goods for sports facilities, 
hotels and other infrastructure sites. 
Th e Sports and Tourism Ministry 
will oversee other commodities.

Economy asks 
for no support 
but banks 
eager to help
On meeting Nadezhda 
Yermakova, the Chair of 
the National Bank’s Board, 
Alexander Lukashenko notes 
that, for the fi rst time in 
its history, the country has 
enough gold and currency 
reserves to sustain any rate of 
the national currency

He believes that the rate should 
be well-grounded, reasonable and 
necessarily free. He was keen to 
hear her report on how the fi nancial 
market is developing, and the trends 
of late 2011 and early 2012. Mr. Lu-
kashenko is eager to stem rumours 
— including those of a provoking 
character — regarding the country’s 
plans to change its fi nancial policy.

Ms. Yermakova informed the 
President that, as of January 1st, 
2012, Belarus’ gold and currency 
reserves stood at $7.9bn (measured 
by international standards). Th e 
banking system’s liquidity is within 
normal limits, with no increase in 
bad loans registered. Th e country’s 
banking and payment system is 
operating steadily, without disrup-
tions, and the cash market is also 
calm. Th e amount of foreign cur-
rency sold by individuals daily (in 
US Dollar equivalent) exceeds the 
amount of currency bought by $5-
7m. “Th e economy is self-sustaining 
at present, without any extra support 
required from the banking system,” 
stated Ms. Yermakova.

Mothers and fathers 
to gain material support
This year, 
families with 
children to 
receive additional 
social support

From Germany 
and Russia to India 
and Indonesia

By Yelena Stasevich

Grodno Regional 
Clinical Perinatal 
Centre joins Belarus-
Kazakhstan programme 
of international co-
operation in the sphere of 
health protection

Th e Grodno doctors were 
fi rst invited to share their expe-
rience with Kazakh colleagues 
in 2010.  Aft er hearing their 

seminars, the eastern doctors 
praised the level of the Grod-
no specialists’ expertise and an 
agreement was concluded with 
the Grodno Regional Clinical 
Perinatal Centre, to bring Be-
larusian doctors and nurses to 
Kazakhstan regularly.

Last year, Belarusian doc-
tors visited fi ve Kazakh cities, 
off ering master classes and 
seminars and sharing experi-
ence on how best to help preg-

nant women and newborn 
babies. Th ey also shared prac-
tical knowledge in the fi eld of 
diagnostics and treatment of 
obstetrical pathology, includ-
ing how to revive babies born 
with immediate problems. 
Th e Grodno doctors have 
given consultations to severely 
ill patients in Uralsk, Aktay, 
Atyrau, Taraz and Kyzylord, 
while participating in opera-
tions.

Th e Kazakhs have sent  
letters of gratitude to the 
Grodno Regional Clinical 
Perinatal Centre, noting the 
great professionalism of Be-
larusian specialists. As the 
medical establishment’s Head 
Doctor, Victor Liskovich, tells 
us, in 2012, the Centre is to 
liaise with Kazakhstani mater-
nity homes. Th e country has 
already expressed its interest, 
with support promised from 
the Belarusian Embassy to 
Kazakhstan.

Grodno doctors offer 
master classes to their 
Kazakh colleagues

B
E

LT
A

B
E

LT
A

Allowances for children to reflect average salaries countrywide

Viewing at Grodno Perinatal Centre

Exhibit on show


