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By Alexander Pashko

Belarusian scientists 
actively joining European 
research programmes

Th e Actual Possibilities for 
Scientifi c Career Development 
and International Mobility of 
Scientists seminar, hosted by 
Minsk, aimed to present op-
portunities for co-operation 
in science and technology 
between Belarus and the EU. 
Th e forum, organised by the 
State Science and Technology 
Committee of Belarus and the 
Belarusian Institute of System 
Analysis and Information 
Support in the Scientifi c and 
Technical Sphere, coincided 
with the last cycle of contests 
within the Seventh Framework 

Programme for Research and 
Technological Development 
(FP7), which recently opened.

Th e forum presented FP7 
opportunities, as well as the 
ERASMUS MUNDUS pro-
gramme and others aiming 
to promote international sci-
tech co-operation, mobility of 
researchers and international 
collaboration.

Alexander Zhigulich, 
Deputy Chairman of the 
State Science and Technol-
ogy Committee, noted at the 
seminar that participation in 
EU Framework Programmes 
allows Belarusian scientists to 
make their own contribution 
to solving global problems, 
while enabling our country 
to benefi t from international 

eff orts. As of last November, 
over 30 Belarusian partners 
were taking part in 26 projects 
— funded by 1.84m Euros 
by Belarus. Th is gave our sci-
entists access to knowledge 
valued at 152.4m Euros (90-

times more than their contri-
bution).

Mr. Zhigulich notes that 
international mobility is not a 
goal in itself but promotes in-
ternational collaboration, en-
hancing science and further-

ing innovation. International 
co-operation gives Belarusian 
scientists access to scientifi c 
infrastructure, in addition to 
foreign sources of fi nancing. In 
2010, these sources accounted 
for around 14 percent of to-
tal expenditure on research 
and development. However, 
the most vital element is that 
domestic science receives ac-
cess to foreign markets, where 
we can trade our intellectual 
property and sci-tech services 
in areas in which we are com-
petitive.

Ambassador Maira Mora, 
the Head of the EU Represent-
ative Offi  ce in Belarus, spoke 
at the forum, noting that the 
EU and Belarus will only ben-
efi t from Belarusian scientists 

taking part in programmes 
promoting international mo-
bility, since this aids integra-
tion with European science.

Th e State Science and 
Technology Committee has 
been supporting our coun-
try taking part in EU Frame-
work Programmes for nine 
years. Th e National Infor-
mation Point of Framework 
Programmes operates for this 
purpose, as do FP7 thematic 
contact points. Th e depart-
ment annually fi nances sev-
eral national events which aim 
to inform and train potential 
participants and to promote 
programmes of international 
co-operation with the EU, 
while sharing experience of 
project implementation.

New dimensions for scientific career

By Vasily Kharitonov

“In our country, the relation-
ship between secular and spiritual 
power is built on harmonious un-
ion; we work together for the good 
of the Fatherland. Belarus is suc-
cessfully developing co-operation 
with our Orthodox Church,” em-
phasised the President of Belarus, 
Alexander Lukashenko, on meet-
ing the Patriarch of Moscow and 
All Russia, Kirill, in Minsk.

“Another indication of these 
good relations is the opening in 
Minsk of a monument to Patriarch 
Alexy II — a wise pastor, who is the 
salt of the Earth and a light in the 
world; we highly appreciate him, 
as you do. Your visit is evidence of 
this,” noted the President. “Th ank 
you for having shared your joy 
with Belarus in this celebration. 
You are a true and reliable friend 
of our country, as is proven by your 
support of us in the most diffi  cult 
situations.”

Th e President also congratu-
lated Patriarch Kirill on feast of the 
Holy Protection of Our Most Holy 
Lady Th eotokos while Patriarch 
Kirill stressed that the Russian 
Orthodox Church, throughout its 
thousand years and more of history, 
has united those it has nourished, 
creating a spiritual and cultural en-
vironment, which is now called the 
space of historical Russia or Holy 
Russia. He continued, “In the 20th 
and 21st centuries, it seems we live 
in diff erent states. Nations choose 
their sovereign organisation of 
public life and the church respects. 
However, it also aims to preserve 
spirituality and culture for historic 
Holy Russia. One does not contra-
dict the other. On the contrary, in 
taking care of your state through 
sovereignty, economics, social re-
lations and improved political re-
lations, you should simultaneously 
promote spiritual, moral and cul-
tural elements — for individuals 
and society. Th e Russian Orthodox 
Church can help with this.”

Patriarch Kirill expressed warm 

words for the development of mod-
ern Belarus and its capital, Minsk, 
saying, “Every time I come to Be-
larus, I see something new. Th is 
makes me very happy. Today is an-
other such day: joyful and bright, 
almost spring like — being sunny, 
with a blue sky. Against the back-
ground of this landscape, Minsk 
and its surroundings look especial-
ly lovely, boasting space, fresh air, 
pure nature and wonderful people. 
Th is wealth greatly determines the 
quality of human life.”

He also voiced the support of 
the Russian Orthodox Church in 
CIS integration processes, noting, 

“I am deeply convinced that the 
Russian Orthodox Church is es-
sential in maintaining good and 
brotherly relations between our 
peoples. Today, we are concerned 
with integration in the CIS and 
have seen success over recent years. 
Since our last meeting, much has 
occurred for the better and, with 

God’s support, everyone will ben-
efi t: economically, politically, cul-
turally and spiritually. Th e church 
will support and inspire people, 
always emphasising the impor-
tance of fraternity. We should live 
together with respect for the sover-
eignty of each country and its his-
torical choices.”

Mr. Lukashenko awarded the 
Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia 
with the Order of Peoples’ Friend-
ship: for his signifi cant contribu-
tion to supporting the Union and 
strengthening friendly relations 
and unity between the peoples of 
Russia and Belarus. He stressed his 

authority as a spiritual leader and 
social activist, making a signifi cant 
contribution to the renewal of Or-
thodoxy and the strengthening of 
its social role in contemporary life. 
“Your desire to preserve the unity 
of the Russian Orthodox Church 
and our Slavic brotherhood is wor-
thy of high praise, meeting the as-

pirations of the people of Belarus, 
Russia and Ukraine,” said Mr. Lu-
kashenko.

Th e President of Belarus noted 
that sincere personal relationships 
connect him with Patriarch Kirill. 
“I have always respected the Ortho-
dox Church and its clergy. Histori-
cally, you have led this rapid fl ow 
of life, with the church attacked 
from left  and right. I’m delighted 
that you face this with dignity and 
should note that we can learn from 
you how best to react and respond 
to such situations.”

Taking the Order, Patriarch Ki-
rill noted that the award is an apt 

symbol of the Orthodox Church’s 
mission. “Th e aim of the Church 
is to transform the soul, liberating 
from sin and encouraging broth-
erhood,” he stressed, noting that 
the peoples of Belarus, Russia and 
Ukraine have a common past and 
future. Unveiling the monument 
to the previous Primate of the Rus-

sian Orthodox Church, Patriarch 
Alexy II, near Minsk’s Church of 
All Saints, he asserted, “Belarus, 
Russia and Ukraine are three fra-
ternal peoples, tied by a single fate, 
a common past and, I’m sure, a 
common future. I came with a joy-
ful feeling to the Belarusian land 
during feast of the Holy Protection 
of Our Most Holy Lady Th eotokos.” 
He added that Holy Russia is asso-
ciated with the Blessed Virgin due 
to its many trials and troubles — as 
suff ered by the peoples of Belarus, 
Russia and Ukraine.

“It is remarkable that this mon-
ument is erected here, in Minsk. 
Th is is a sign of gratitude from 
the Belarusian Church and the 
Belarusian people to the late Pa-
triarch,” he said. Aft er the opening 
ceremony, all those present were 
given small icons in honour of the 
Blessed Virgin.

As reported, the visit of the 
Patriarch coincides with the 400th 
anniversary of the Krupetskii Icon 
of the Mother of God. Originally, 
the Primate of the Russian Or-
thodox Church was to lead mass 
at the Holy Protection Church, 
built in Minsk on the site where 
the icon appeared. However, the 
programme was changed, with the 
service led by the Metropolitan 
Filaret, the Patriarchal Exarch of 
All Belarus. Th e service was also 
attended by several Belarusian 
bishops.

Aft er the opening of the monu-
ment, Patriarch Kirill consecrated 
the building site of an experimen-
tal school at the House of Mercy.

Faith strengthens greatly 
spiritual and cultural space

Scientists integrated into the European research area

Monument to the Patriarch Alexy II
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Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia, Kirill, near the Cathedral of All Saints


