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Film on Belarusian-
Chinese friendship 
being shot

Th e Days of Chi-
nese Cinema have been 
launched at Minsk’s Tsen-
tralny Cinema, gathering 
numerous guests inter-
ested in Belarus-China 
friendship. Among them 
has been the First Dep-
uty Culture Minister of 
Belarus, Vladimir Kara-
chevsky. He notes that our 
two states are establish-
ing liaisons in the fi eld 
of cinematography and, 
this year, the Chinese 
Embassy to Belarus initi-
ated the shooting of a fi lm 
about Belarusian-Chinese 
friendship. He adds that 

joint production of fi ction 
fi lms is also possible.

Th e presentation fea-
tured speeches from heads 
of China’s State Adminis-
tration of Radio, Cinema-
tography and Television, 
with Chinese actress Na 
Renhua (performing the 
lead role in My Mongolian 

Mother) greeting guests. 
She arrived in Minsk to 
meet Belarusian audiences 
and her fi lm opened the 
Days of Chinese Cinema. 
Th e plot follows the com-
plex emotional story of 
mid-20th century Mongo-
lian wanderers taking care 
of unwanted children. A 

decade on, the main char-
acter discovers that his 
parents live in Shanghai 
and has to make the dif-
fi cult choice of whether to 
live with his birth parents 
or return to his Mongolian 
mother.

Th e Days of Chinese 
Cinema in Minsk are dedi-
cated to the 20th anniver-
sary of diplomatic relations 
between Belarus and Chi-
na, being organised by the 
Chinese Embassy to Bela-
rus, China’s State Admin-
istration of Radio, Cinema-
tography and Television, 
Belarus’ Culture Ministry 
and Minsk City Executive 
Committee’s Kinovideo-
prokat Unitary Enterprise.

By Denis Kirillov

President of Belarus Al-
exander Lukashenko attach-
es great importance to the 
continuation of the Com-
monwealth of Independent 
States’ existence and devel-
opment. In an interview with 
Mir Interstate TV and Radio 
Company on October 4th, he 
answered over a dozen ques-
tions on various aspects of 
domestic and foreign policy, 
participation in integration 
associations, and relations 
with Russia, the CIS and the 
European Union, alongside 
some personal issues.

Regarding the role of the 
CIS for the past 20 years, Mr. 
Lukashenko said, “First of all, 
it’s too our credit that, aft er 
the collapse of the USSR, we 
did not disband; we under-
stood the world situation and 
decided what we should do 
next.” He views the CIS as the 
foundation on which former 
Soviet Union states have cre-
ated close integration struc-
tures. “Th e Union of Belarus 
and Russian appeared fi rst, 
and we found it necessary to 
move to a second stage: the 
creation of the Union State. 
Th e Eurasian Economic 
Community followed, on the 
basis of which the integrated 
economic-based CES has de-
veloped intensively in recent 
years. Th is is primarily due 
to the position of the Russian 
Federation. Th e CSTO is a 
military-political coalition,” 
explained Mr. Lukashenko. 
“Th e CIS has retained a plat-
form for discussing serious 
political issues of mutual in-
terest, which I would defi ne 
as its role and function. Its 
value is very great.”

As to whether Belarus 
will encourage the return of 

Georgia to the CIS, at least 
as an associate member, he 
noted, “Your question is per-
tinent, as I’m an active sup-
porter of this move. As for 
my impression of the Geor-
gian elections, I didn’t expect 
such behaviour from Mr. 
Saakashvili; he simply sur-
passed himself. He did well 
to graciously admit defeat 
when, until the last minute, 
he had been certain of one 
hundred percent support 
from the voters. Th at’s worth 
a lot and has been appreci-
ated by everyone: Russians, 
Georgians and outside ob-
servers.”

“We enjoy good eco-
nomic relations with Geor-
gia, as we do with the Rus-
sian Federation (although 
not on a comparable scale). 
We also have some political 

contacts, despite supporting 
the Russian Federation in all 
confl icts,” Mr. Lukashenko 
continued. “We are grateful 
for these political contacts, 
and all the Georgian politi-
cians, who have supported 
us in the international arena 
— in the Eastern Partnership 
initiative, the UN, before the 
Americans and the Europe-
ans. Truly, Mr. Saakashvili 
has always guided Belaru-
sian politics, for which I 
am grateful; I have not once 
previously spoken of this in 
public.”

“Facts are facts. We saw 
virtually equilibrium slightly 
in favour of the Georgian 
Dream — Ivanishvili’s bloc. I 
heard his interview today and 
I don’t think he said anything 
new compared to Mr. Saa-
kashvili, although he seems 

to prefer orientation towards 
Euro-Atlantic structures. He 
said that his fi rst offi  cial visit 
would be to Washington af-
ter the elections,” noted the 
head of state. “Everyone says 
that he is a Russian protégé 
but it’s not so. To my mind, 
he is a strong pro-Georgian 
politician who will protect 
Georgia’s interests. Th ese 
currently lie in the direction 
of the Russian Federation, as 
he admits, so these will re-
main. We should normalise 
relations with the Russian 
Federation.”

“I’m certain that it will be 
so, since the Russian govern-
ment is well aware that the 
Georgians are not strangers. 
Yes, there was confl ict, which 
is bad for fraternal peo-
ples. However, one day, this 
page should be turned. You 

can’t avoid it. I believe that 
Vladimir Putin and Dmitry 
Medvedev understand this 
well, even though they were 
participants in this confl ict. 
I’m almost sure that, if Geor-
gia takes steps towards Rus-
sia, it will be well received. 
Next year, probably, we’ll see 
relations normalise between 
two brotherly countries,” 
said Mr. Lukashenko.

“As for the policy of 
Georgia in the former Soviet 
space in general, I think that, 
next year, the CIS summit is 
likely to be held in Minsk. 
Th erefore, I will do my best 
to encourage the return of 
Georgia to the CIS; this will 
be my mission (if Minsk 
hosts the summit),” said the 
President.

“It’s a small burden for 
Georgian politicians. I’m 

convinced that even if Saa-
kashvili’ stayed, his party 
would win — he is not go-
ing anywhere, he is still the 
President. Even if his party 
won, I believe that Georgia 
would be a member of the 
Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States next year. I’m 
convinced of this. Belarus 
will work in this direction. 
We should not lose Georgia,” 
said Mr. Lukashenko.

Speaking of the benefi ts 
of integration within the 
Common Economic Space 
for ‘troika’, the President 
stressed the orientation of 
the Belarusian economy to-
wards exports. “Where bar-
riers were created regard-
ing the supply of products, 
as happened with Russia, 
serious signifi cant damage 
was caused to our economy. 
Th ere have been positive fac-
tors though, since we have 
sought new markets, and 
found them.”

“Of course, we don’t want 
to lose our traditional mar-
kets — like Russia. Th ese 
barriers hurt our economy 
greatly but, these days, we 
are generally free of them,” 
noted the head of state. “It 
sometimes happens that 
someone seeks to gain, cre-
ating new rules. Meanwhile, 
we face Russia’s accession to 
the WTO. We may be yet to 
realise all the related prob-
lems but they can be solved. 
Sooner or later, we’ll solve 
everything. However, these 
barriers are gone. We enjoy 
freedom of trade, with new 
enterprises appearing. Th e 
economy is starting to work 
as a single state, which is 
worth a great deal. Belarus 
benefi ts from this, as well as 
Russia and Kazakhstan,” said 
the President of Belarus.

Towards fruitful co-operation 
without any serious barriers
President of Belarus believes CIS is important venue for discussion of common issues

Cultural ties growing strong
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Alexander Lukashenko interviewed by Mir Interstate TV and Radio Company

At Chinese art exhibition in Minsk


