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Entertaining, 
informative, 
interesting
Grodno Central Park turns into 
botanical garden from days of 
founder

Grodno Central Park (named 
after Zhiliber) has honoured the 
memory of its founder by holding 
its Living History project on Sep-
tember 15th. French scientist Jean 
Emmanuel Zhiliber, who worked 
in Grodno from 1775-1781, estab-
lished the city’s gardens. Entertain-
ing and informative events will be 
held throughout the day, including 
exhibitions of animals and plants, 
a theatrical fashion show for dogs, 
and a show programme. There 
will be free advice centres on the 
care of pets and plants, while the 
winners of a pet photo contest (or-
ganised in social networks) will 
receive their awards. New trees are 
being planted in the park, while an 
avenue dedicated to lovers has just 
opened.

Grodno residents and visitors 
will be able to learn about the his-
tory of the gardens, while a bo-
tanical exhibition in honour of the 
founder is being launched, with 
the help of rare plant owners. Stu-
dents from the Yanka Kupala State 
University of Grodno hope to pro-
mote the historical and cultural 
heritage of their city, while attract-
ing more tourists. The project is 
supported by the leadership of the 
region and includes a number of 
interesting ideas.

For the 
convenience 
of doctors and 
their patients
In 2013, Integral OJSC 
plans to launch production 
of electromechanical 
trolleys, allowing the easier 
transportation of critically ill 
patients needing mobile life 
support

Integral explains that a prototype 
is now ready with pilot batch sched-
uled for production in 2013. Th e bat-
tery powered equipment includes a 
cardio monitor, a metering device 
and other essential systems produced 
at the scientifi c and technical elec-
tronics centre. Th e trolley has metal 
railings for safety and the bed can 
be raised or lowered by 12 degrees, 
with the upper and lower parts of 
the body able to be raised separately 
— via a control panel. It has a central 
brake, blocking all wheel movement 
simultaneously, while an integrated 
fi ft h wheel allows movement on its 
axis to turn in small spaces. Th e trol-
ley even features an inbuilt X-ray de-
vice, to allow patients to be X-rayed 
without having to be moved.

Integral is one of the largest de-
velopers, manufacturers and export-
ers of microelectronic components 
in Central and Eastern Europe. Th e 
company was founded in 1962 and, as 
part of the Ministry of Industry, par-
ticipates in the Microelectronics-EKB 
and Medical Equipment state science 
and technology programmes, as well 
as in the Union State programme en-
titled Foundation.

To share their rich experience, 
the administration of the Sos-
novy Bor District has joined the 
Russian-Belarusian Belye Rosy 
Foundation in establishing close 
relations between the towns, with 
an agreement on mutual co-opera-
tion signed and the fi rst meeting 
recently taking place in Sosnovy 
Bor. 

Victor Svillo, Deputy Chair-
man of the Ostrovets District Ex-
ecutive Committee, tells us, “A 
defi nite stereotype has formed in 
Belarus regarding nuclear power 
stations. We understand that this 
is caused by the consequences of 
the Chernobyl nuclear disaster so 
people need access to more infor-

mation. Th e example of Sosnovy 
Bor is a convincing argument for 
the peaceful atom. We have much 
to learn from the Russians.”

The Head of Sosnovy Bor City 
Administration, Dmitry Pulyae-
vsky, attended the international 
Northern Vector of Grodno Region 
Fair, hosted by Ostrovets, answer-
ing questions with pleasure.He 
detailed the advantages of the 
atom-town, explaining, “When a 
nuclear power station was built in 
Sosnovy Bor four decades ago, our 
town was in its infancy. At that 
time, the average age of residents 
stood at 24, compared to 40 years 
ago now. The town boasts 67,000 
residents, of whom 5,500 are em-

ployed at the station. We also have 
several scientific and research in-
stitutes and, even, a centre train-
ing submarine crew. You won’t 
find a single person who dislikes 
living here, as people are aware 
of the advantages of the town: an 
average salary which is 1.5-fold 
higher than in neighbouring re-
gions; and about 3,000 job vacan-
cies, with only 150 jobseekers (a 
level much lower than in St. Pe-
tersburg). This has been achieved 
through the work of the nuclear 
power station.” 

He continues, “Th e station is 
located just 130km from the near-
est Finnish city but our neigh-
bours are confi dent in the security 

of our station. Of course, our town 
is still solving problems — such as 
limited kindergarten places — but 
this is due to a growing birth rate, 
showing that Sosnovy Bor is de-
veloping. It’s not an ‘unpleasant’ 
problem to have to solve. Anoth-
er reactor is opening in Sosnovy 
Bor, using the same design as that 
launching in Belarus; it’s due to 
become operational by 2015.” 

Th e signing of the agreement 
between the administrations of 
Ostrovets and Sosnovy Bor isn’t 
the only form of exchange of ‘nu-
clear’ information; mutual trips 
are scheduled for those involved 
in education, culture and sports, 
as well as the army and police.

Optimistic life under modern 
conditions of peaceful atom
The town of Sosnovy Bor has long been associated with nuclear power in Russia. 
Belarus’ first nuclear power station, being launched in Ostrovets, may seem a 
world away — but the two towns share much in common.

By Andrey Afanasiev

Th e Chairman of the State Sci-
ence and Technology Committee 
of Belarus, Igor Voitov, has joined 
Inspur Vice President Huang Gang 
in discussing the creation and in-
stallation of a supercomputer 
cluster in Minsk: OIPI-INSPUR 
(with a performance of up to 100 
Tfl ops).

Th e cluster is to be designed by 
Belarus’ United Informatics Insti-
tute of the National Academy of 
Sciences of Belarus and the Bela-
rusian State University, while the 
Chinese side will provide fi nances 

of around $10m. At present, the 
Chinese Commerce Ministry is re-
viewing the plans, with funding to 
be released from 2013-2014 if the 
project is approved.

Mr. Voitov notes that Belaru-
sian-Chinese relations are rap-
idly developing and have already 
reached a level of strategic part-
nership — including in the sphere 
of scientifi c and technical co-op-
eration.

“Th e signed agreement to create 
a Belarusian-Chinese Intergovern-
mental Commission for Co-opera-
tion in High Technologies testifi es 
to this,” he underlines. He tells us 

that Belarusian representatives will 
soon meet to discuss Inspur’s pro-
posal for installing a supercomputer 
cluster in Belarus, which is viewed 
as being extremely important and 
likely to become part of the 2011-
2015 state innovative development 
programme. It should inspire sci-
tech collaboration between our 
countries and the attraction of fur-
ther high-tech interaction between 
Belarus and China.

Inspur VP Huang Gang stress-

es that his company is a leading 
provider of computer platforms 
and applied IT solutions but only 
began focusing on international 
business in recent years; accord-
ingly, it views the project in Bela-
rus as being of great importance. 
“We hope that our project will be 
successful, setting an example to 
other countries and enabling us 
to more eff ectively compete in the 
area of high technologies,” asserts 
Mr. Gang.

Hoping for signs 
of success and 
ultimate efficiency
State Science and Technology 
Committee and Chinese Inspur agree 
supercomputer cluster

Belarusian power plant construction site
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During discussion of project details


