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Experts from Belarus and 
EU exchange experience 
of state support to small 
and medium-sized 
businesses

A seminar entitled Inter-
national Experience of State 
Support for Small and Me-
dium Sized Businesses among 
EU Member States has been 
hosted by Minsk as part of 
the EU TAIEX international 
technical aid programme. Th e 
seminar was organised by the 
Belarusian Economy Minis-
try, jointly with its Economic 
Research Institute, aiming to 
allow Belarus’ policy of state 

support for small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
to benefi t from the experi-
ence of EU states. 

Entrepreneurs and those 
from scientifi c communities 
also took part, learning from 
various agencies across the 
EU. Th e latter shared their 
experience of organising ex-
port support and attracting 
foreign investments, while of-
fering preferential VAT rates 
for SMEs.

Participants learnt about 
the role of public-private 
partnership in regional devel-
opment and about the impor-

tance of clusters for regional 
development and encourag-
ing innovative and foreign 
economic activities by SMEs. 
Additionally, EU experts 
touched upon such issues as 
protecting intellectual prop-
erty and explained the sup-
port system off ered to SMEs 
in the EU.

According to the Econo-
my Ministry of Belarus, the 
seminar’s results will be use-
ful in elaborating a new state 
programme to support SMEs 
in Belarus from 2013-2015, 
including developing related 
legislation.

Opening the new line, 
the Chairman of the Mogi-
lev Regional Executive 
Committee, Piotr Rudnik, 
noted that the new com-
pact factory in Osipovichi 
is manufacturing products 
with high added value. 

Innovative and high-
tech jobs have been created, 
although it takes only three 
people to service the hard 
cheese line, each receiving 
high salaries. Mr. Rudnik is 
in favour of creating more 
such enterprises. Similar 
lines are already operational 
in Slavgorod and Bykhov 
while a new line able to 

produce 15 tonnes of hard 
cheese daily is about to be 
commissioned in Mstislavl 
(also part of the Mogilev 
Milk Company); this will 
raise the output of its high-
quality competitive prod-
ucts while considerably 
increasing export supplies, 
bringing extra profi t, higher 
salaries and a better life for 
employees.

Th e investment project 
to install the new hard 
cheese line has cost Br97bn, 
using French and Ital-
ian equipment. At present, 
the company makes four 
kinds of Russian and Dutch 

cheeses. Th e fi rst batch of 
80 tonnes has already been 
exported to Moscow and, by 
the end of the year, the com-
pany plans to commission a 

whey-drying machine.
Osipovichi Milk Process-

ing Plant off ers over 100 
varieties of goods — par-
ticularly, dried skimmed 

milk, butter, hard and ched-
dar cheeses and chocolate-
glazed curd bars, as well 
as other whole milk and 
skimmed milk products.

By Anna Kotova

According to Lang-
heinrich General Manager 
Burkhard Oel, in the near 
future, the German textile 
company Langheinrich is to 
launch construction of its 
second factory in the Brest 
Region. He underlines that 
the company is excited to of-
fer further investments and 
the relocation of another 
manufacturing enterprise to 
Belarus, explaining,

“We believe that major 
clients will be able to buy 
directly from Belarus, where 
the bulk of our goods can be 
manufactured.”

Since 2005, a subsidi-
ary sewing enterprise of the 

German company has been 
operating in the Kobrin Dis-
trict’s Divin: Langheinrich 
Konfektion Bel. “We’ve nev-
er regretted this co-opera-
tion,” stresses Mr. Oel, add-
ing that support from local 
authorities has been helpful 
in ensuring the smooth and 
fruitful work of the Belaru-
sian garment factory and 
German weaving and fi nish-
ing enterprises in Schlitz.

Mr. Oel is closely moni-
toring the economic situa-
tion in Belarus and believes 
the business climate is de-
veloping positively. He tells 
us that his company is par-
ticularly interested in gain-
ing access to the East via the 
Belarusian market.

Th is year, the German 
company celebrates its 180th 
anniversary, with Langhein-
rich products recognised in 
Europe and elsewhere. Th e 
company takes orders from 
large hotel chains and top 
quality restaurants while 
also working with leading 
global air carriers and rail-
way transportation compa-
nies.

At present, Langhein-
rich’s annual turnover is 
about 14m Euros, with 11m 
Euros of goods sold in Ger-
many. Th e company cur-
rently generates an export 
revenue of 2.3m Euros per 
annum but hopes to see this 
rise to an impressive 20m 
Euros in the future.

Produce 
to suit a 
diversity 
of tastes
Osipovichi Milk Processing 
Plant JSC commissions new 
line with 10 tonne daily hard 
cheese capacity

By Andrey Afanasiev

Spanish investor plans to 
produce ceramic tiles in 
Belarus

Prospects for bilateral 
co-operation, including 
the possibility of building a 
joint factory for ceramic 
tiles in Belarus, have 
been discussed at a 
meeting between the 
Chairman of the State 
Committee for Science and 
Technology, Igor Voitov, and 
the Director General of Span-
ish Ceraworld Ceramicas, 
S.A., José Estrella.

Mr. Voitov notes that Be-
larus’ construction materials 
market is far from saturated 

and is increasing in capacity 
annually. Belarus is interested 
in investment and innova-
tive projects which focus not 
only on the domestic market 
but on sales to neighbouring 

countries. To at-

tract for-
eign investments, favourable 
conditions have been created 
— including tax benefi ts.

Mr. Estrella stresses that 
the Belarusian market is of 
great interest to the company, 
explaining, “Th ere are various 
aspects guiding our desire to 
operate in Belarus — includ-
ing the relatively low price of 
land and energy.” In addition, 
he points out the abundance 
of highly qualifi ed personnel.

Ceraworld Ceramicas was 
founded in 2002 and has 
since developed dynamical-
ly, becoming a leader in the 

production of ceramic tiles in 
Spain. For the past fi ve years, it 
has produced 2 million square 
metres of tiles per month. It 
has also completely modern-
ised its existing factory, boast-
ing the latest equipment.

Crisis 
portfolio to 
increase
By Alexander Afonov

Eurasian Development 
Bank plans to expand 
credit portfolio of 
Belarusian private sector 
to $700m next year

“We have ambitious 
plans for 2013 as we’d like 
to expand our investment 
portfolio for Belarus’ pri-
vate sector to $700m,” notes 
Victor Gulyaev, Director of 
the Representative Office of 
the Eurasian Bank for De-
velopment in Minsk. The 
bank has big plans for Bela-
rus, with serious resources 
set aside. It currently works 
with metallurgical and ma-
chine building enterprises, 
particularly Amkodor JSC. 
“As for our plans until the 
end of this year, we’re ready 
to sign loan agreements 
worth about $175m. If we 
receive satisfactory solu-
tions to loan security is-
sues, we’ll sign these con-
tracts by late 2012 and give 
tranches worth 25 percent 
of this sum,” explains Mr. 
Gulyaev.

Contracts worth anoth-
er $280m are near ready. In 
2011, $353m of loan agree-
ments were signed for pri-
vate enterprises and banks 
of Belarus.

Gaining access to the 
attractive Eastern route

Reasonable interest

Experts sharing experience

New textile enterprise to expand production in Belarus
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New line of hard cheese production at Osipovichi Plant meets highest standards

Subsidiary enterprise of Langheinrich Konfektion Bel is 7 years in Belarus


