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Civil 
formation 
is evident
By Irina Sudakova

International Day of 
Democracy gathers 
youngsters to Belarusian 
Parliament

“It is symbolic that, on 
the eve of the International 
Day of Democracy and the 
upcoming parliamentary 
elections, the House of Rep-
resentatives has been visited 
by young people — on whom 
the future of our country de-
pends,” admits the member 
of the House of Representa-
tives’ Standing Committee 
for International Aff airs and 
Links with the CIS, Valenti-
na Luzina. “Such events aim 
to promote citizenship issues 
to the younger generation. 
We hope that this meeting 
will have a positive impact 
on the further development 
of their leadership skills and 
inspire new achievements.”

Th e Youth Chamber be-
lieves it’s essential for its 
members to feel that their 
ideas are recognised. Young 
people have been learning 
about Belarusian domestic 
and foreign policy, as well as 
the state’s youth policy, the 
participation of Belarusian 
activists in international fo-
rums and the most impor-
tant projects now being im-
plemented. Th e youngsters 
had the unique opportunity 
of visiting the Oval Room, 
where both Houses of Par-
liament meet, and learnt 
about the history of the ma-
jestic state parliamentary in-
stitution.

Ranked 
among best
Belarusian State 
University confi rms its 
high status, fortifying its 
position among 550 top 
universities, according to 
British QS Agency

Th e BSU has been ranked 
among the top 550 universi-
ties by QS World University 
Rankings for the second time 
— in the 501-550 range. Th e 
survey covers the top 700 
universities, with only the 
fi rst 400 receiving specifi c 
positions; the remainder are 
divided into groups.

Th e BSU has climbed 
from 10th to 9th position 
among CIS universities 
while Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (USA) tops 
the QS Rankings, followed 
by the University of Cam-
bridge (UK). QS Rankings 
are based on offi  cial data and 
on polls by independent ex-
perts. In July 2012, the BSU 
was ranked 595th, according 
to the Spanish Webometrics 
Ranking of World Universi-
ties Rating Agency. Th ere 
are nearly 30,000 universities 
worldwide.

Th e President’s festive 
schedule traditionally begins 
with an offi  cial tour. Th is 
year, he visited a dairy farm 
and fi sh breeding facilities at 
the Belarusian State Agricul-
tural Academy — where he 
received his second higher 
education in economics. 
Of course, since his student 
years, the institution has 
received many modernisa-
tions to meet contemporary 
requirements. It has made a 
rapid breakthrough, as re-
quested by the Belarusian 
President: agricultural edu-
cation should keep abreast of 
the latest technologies.

Farms now 
boast ad-
vanced facil-
ities so work-
ers need to 
train appro-
p r i a t e l y 

and nothing is as eff ective as 
practical experience. Th eory 
must be supplemented by 
practise, just as when learning 
a foreign language: acquiring 
grammar from a textbook is 
quite diff erent from chatting 
with native speakers.

Th e Gorki Academy’s 
farm trains students in all 
areas. It has three types of 
farms — various in archi-
tecture — which are used in 
construction countrywide, 
as well as four varieties of 
milking parlour. Students 
can even share their knowl-
edge with those working at 
the farms to which they are 
headed.

A three year course 
at similar centres in Eu-
rope costs around 8,000 
Euros, as the technolo-

gies involved are quite 
expensive. Of course, 

such knowledge 
and skills are 

worth their weight in gold.
Th e fi sh breeding facili-

ties seemed to impress the 
Belarusian President, being 
able to breed valuable fi sh 
species — such as trout - us-
ing new methods. Gorki also 
sells roe from its fi sh eggs: a 
delicious delicacy previously 
only imported. Th e situation 
may change soon, as one fi sh 
farm is already operating in 
the Mogilev Region, produc-
ing up to 300 tonnes annu-
ally. Th ree more are already 
under construction, with 
similar plans for other re-
gions. Gorki is setting a 
good exam- p l e , 
as Mr. Lu-
k a s h -
enko told 
journal-

ists. 
He added, “Th ere are 

good roads here and well-de-
veloped fi elds. I view this dis-
trict as being important not 
only because of my personal 
recollections but because of 
its ability to benefi t the area. 
Our achievements in the 
Gorki District should be rep-
licated in each district. It’s an 
example, although there’s still 
much to do. Th ere should be 
30 cows per hundred hec-
tares rather than the present 
15. We’ll reach the necessary 
level in time. All the founda-
tions are there and we have 
a well-developed, effi  cient 
scheme. Th e construction of 
contemporary farms has 
begun; we’ve built sever-
al, spreading our experi-
ence countrywide. Now, 
demonstrational dis-
tricts are being created 

as examples for 

the country’s managers.”
Th e President sincerely 

advised Gorki residents on 
the festival stage to preserve 
what has been created in 
Gorki by the whole country, 
since each capital of Dazhyn-
ki is a national responsibil-
ity. We need to preserve all 
that is good while creating 
something new to guarantee 
future success, optimism and 
positive spirits. Th e desire to 
constantly improve one’s own 
life drives us forward.

Th e results are evident. 
Th e President noted, “Year 
on year, you continue to 
forge a shield of food secu-
rity for your Fatherland, with 
eagerness and diligence. Th e 
results of the current har-
vesting campaign testify to 
our ability to cope with this 
task.”

Mr. Lukashenko asserted, 
“Th e agrarian branch can 
and should demonstrate ris-
ing volumes of production, 
as well as good profi ts. Th e 
mechanism of profi tability 
has been long known, com-
prising reduced costs, sen-
sible economics and a well-
thought-out approach. We 
should understand once and 
for all that this is the basis of 
competitiveness for our agro-
produce and the major path 
to enhancing our villagers’ 
welfare.”

He also tackled the mer-
its of each region, outlining 
the most successful areas, 
and announced the names 
of those workers who have 
done especially well. His fi -
nal comment was, “What 
can be said... Good job!” 
Th ese words will remain in 
our souls. He emphasised, 

“Th ank you for your 
hard-work. Be-

lieve me when 
I say that I am 
sincerely grate-
ful for your la-
bour, masters 

of the land. I 
bow low be-

fore you!”

Gorki welcomed Dazhynki-2012 with drizzle but rain is always seen as a good sign 
at a solemn event. The current harvest has broken all records and, with God’s help, 
the next harvests may be even more generous. 

Thank you for your 
labour and rich harvest!

B
E

LT
A

Participants of Dazhynki-2012 parade solemnly through Gorki’s streets


