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By Lidia Krapova

In accordance with the na-
tional programme to develop in-
dustry until 2020, the Institute is 
to expand its test base and upgrade 
testing equipment and stands. “In 
order to create good quality, com-
petitive machinery, we need to pass 
through stages of research and de-
velopment,” notes the Deputy Di-
rector for Science at the Institute, 
Vladimir Algin. “A good test base 
allows us to conduct all necessary 
work effi  ciently and promptly.”

He explains that industrial de-

velopment will allow the country to 
consolidate and extend its place in 
the world of mechanical engineer-
ing. Mr. Algin notes that Belarus 
currently holds 10th place globally 
for production of medium machine 
building — a solid position from 
which to build upon. BelAZ already 
produces a third of the world’s 
mining trucks while Minsk Tractor 
Works occupies approximately 8-
12 percent of the world market for 
wheeled tractors. Belarus produces 
about 10 percent of the world’s har-
vesters, while aiming to raise this to 
15 percent.

Belarus’ fi rst multi-section ar-
ticulated lorry is being prepared 
for trial by the Institute, explains 
Mr. Dyuzhev, its Director Gen-
eral. He adds, “In the near future, 
a multi-section articulated lorry 
developed by the Institute will 
be launched into trial operation. 
Made by Minsk Automobile Plant, 
it can already use Belarusian roads 
to transport goods. 

Th e manufacture of multi-link 
truck-tractors, using three trailers 
via promising construction of the 
hybrid drive is also envisaged by 
the programme of development of 

the Belarusian industrial complex 
until 2020.

Mr. Dyuzhev tells us that vi-
broacoustic studies are being 
made, aiming to locate weak points 
in metal used in vehicle manufac-
ture. Th e Institute is also develop-
ing new technologies in the fi eld 
of material science, using nanote-
chnology to produce components. 
He asserts, “We’re already seeing 
results and will soon see these put 
into practice at our machine-build-
ing plants.” Th e Institute intends 
to commercialise its activities and 
export its services. In particular, 

Russian companies in the sphere of 
aerospace are showing interest in 
its developments. 

In general, the task of the Insti-
tute is to help enterprises produce 
innovative high-tech export-ori-
ented products, sharing develop-
mental experience. Th e Institute 
conducts certifi cation of new vehi-
cles, declaring that they meet safety 
standards, and helps test machin-
ery to show reliability, assessing a 
machine’s abilities. It has been pro-
moting good practise and encour-
aging innovation for its 55 years of 
activity.

Scientists ready for real test
Joint Institute of Mechanical Engineering of National Academy of Sciences to expand testing 
base, to create new automobile, mining, agricultural and passenger machinery

By Yevgeny Zhdanovich

 
Serial manufacture of fi rst 
domestic track-type excavator 
launched in Zhlobin

It is produced at Dnepr Me-
chanical Plant and is named aft er it. 
Two years ago, the factory began to 
assemble excavators from Chinese 
vehicle sets using German, Kore-
an and Italian components, notes 
Igor Nikitin, its director. “Belaru-
sian parts were accounting for just 
10 percent of produced vehicles, 
which isn’t correct, so we decided 
to improve the situation. Now our 
excavator can truly be called ‘Bela-
rusian’, with imported components 
accounting for less than 35 percent: 
chain tracks, the powerful engine 
and some other parts 
not manufactured 
in our country.”

A famous 
G er man 

fi rm has been to assess the perform-
ance of the excavator and is suitably 
impressed, believing it can worthily 
rival anything similar worldwide.

By the end of this year, the 
plant will have produced six more 
vehicles — in great demand in the 
spheres of construction and melio-
ration. Next year, Dnepr JSC plans 
to manufacture at least 50 of the 
excavators and its designers are al-
ready working on a new 19 tonne 
wheeled model (rather than using 
chain tracks), with one cubic metre 
bucket capacity.

“Our specialists have already 
begun developing the main compo-
nents for the next ‘creation’,” stresses 
Mr. Nikitin.

By Kirill Lipov

Over $13m has been spent on 
building a new headquarters 
for BelVEB Bank, explains Pavel 
Kallaur, the Chairman of the 
Board

He adds, “Some staff  will contin-
ue to work in the old offi  ce; primarily 
those related to the retail business.”  
Th e bank is focusing on a client-cen-
tred approach, with attention given 
to medium and small businesses, 
expanding the range of services 
available. He tells us, “We plan to 
continue opening new branches to 
the public next year, since this will 
allow us to balance various areas of 

business and become a truly uni-
versal bank.”

At the opening ceremony 
of the new offi  ce of the bank, 
the Chair of the National Bank 

of Belarus, Nadezhda Yerma-
kova, stressed, “BelVEB has estab-
lished itself countrywide. Impor-
tantly, it gained a new shareholder 
— Vnesheconombank.” Ms. Yerma-
kova wished the bank success via 
strong fi nances, good customers and 
a sustainable loan portfolio. In turn, 
the Chairman of the Supervisory 
Board of BelVEB, Board Member 
of Vnesheconombank Piotr Fradkov 

noted that the opening of the new 
offi  ce of BelVEB is the next stage 
in the bank’s development. “For the 
past few years, the bank has made a 

signifi cant step forward in terms of 
technology, assessing the needs of 
a modern banking institution,” em-
phasised Mr. Fradkov.

Bankers spare no expense 
to achieve development

‘Dnepr’ learns 
how to walk now
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Gastelovskoye demonstration site in Minsk District hosts 22nd International Specialised Exhibition Belagro-2012 — providing technical model

At the opening of the central office of BelVEB

  ‘Dnepr’ excavator 
is first domestic 

version with tracks 


