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By Oleg Maximovsky

B elzh i lnedvizh imost 
Agency employee Marita An-
dreeva tells us, “It’s become 
really diffi  cult to rent cheaply 
or easily, with landlords set-
ting unrealistic conditions 
— such as advance payments 
for six months. Meanwhile, 
demand is growing enor-
mously.”

A few years ago, a simi-
lar situation was observed in 
the middle of August. “Now 
students, taught by bitter 
experience, have become 
smarter,” notes realt.by portal 
analyst Yelena Maslovskaya. 
“Facing the problem of fi nd-
ing a new fl at each academic 
year, they’ve taken to rent-
ing through the summer in-
stead.” Th e Head of the Your 
Capital Real Estate agency, 
Natalia Radenya, admits that 
demand is exceeding supply, 
especially as many potential 
landlords won’t become ac-
tive until autumn, being on 
holiday at present.

“In the property business, 
we do see seasonal trends,” 
continues Ms. Radenya. “In 
the winter time, our agency 
receives about 50-60 or even 
100 apartments daily for rent 
while we’re only receiving a 
maximum of 30-40 per day 
at present. Meanwhile, there 
are thousands of requests; 
demand is immense.”

Rising demand can be 

partly explained by Minsk’s 
growing attractiveness to 
foreign specialists. In mid-
late July, the average price for 
rental housing in the capital 
began at $220 per month for 
a one-room apartment, $300 
for two rooms and $450 for 
three. However, prices are 
creeping up by a few Dollars 
on a weekly basis, simply due 
to greed, which is accom-
modated by an open, market 
economy. Owners are able 
to raise rents, so they 
choose to do so. 
“Some are even ask-
ing $300 for a two-
room apartment 
without furniture 
— just bare walls 
— somewhere 
like Kamennaya 
Gorka, which is 
not even near a 
metro station,” 
admits Ms. 
Andreeva.

Th e regional 
aspect

Other cities 
besides Minsk are 
also seeing an in-
fl ux of non-resident 
students, although 
prices tend to be more 
realistic. In Brest, a 
one-room apartment 
is fetching upwards of 
$100-120 (long term). Two 
rooms fetch $170-200 while 
three rooms cost from 
$300.

In Gomel, a one-room 
fl at also begins at $100, 
reaching even $180, while 
$200-250 is asked for two 
rooms and $350 for three. 
Th ree-room apartments in 
the centre of Gomel are occa-
sionally advertised for $170 
but property agents warn of 
fraud. Grodno off ers studio 
fl ats for $150 per month, 
two rooms for $150-200 and 
three for $150-300 while Ne-
man advertises ‘a three-room 
apartment for the price of 
two’. Th e regional centres of 
Vitebsk and Mogilev have 
similar prices, diff ering only 
in nuances of location. 

Of course, more 
provincial towns are 

another matter 
entirely. Volko-
vysk off ers long-
term apartments 
for rent from $80, 
while Ostrovets has 
two-room apart-

ments for as little as 
$20 per month.

Property agents 
note that prices coun-
trywide may see prices 

dip by November, with 
January and February 
seeing the biggest hike in 
demand. As we approach 
the new academic year, a 
small but widespread in-
crease of rental prices will 

be seen, as August prom-
ises a stampede for the best 

bargains.

Rental boom 
reaches its 
highest point
Property agents are unanimous in saying that the 
rental market is booming, with 15 or more people 
clambering to lease each one-room apartment 
in Minsk: the most popular size. If the situation 
continues, auctions may become commonplace.

Specialists 
to share 
most useful 
advice
By Yelena Stasyukova

First lessons on energy 
saving for elderly in 
Grodno Region

The lessons are to be-
gin from September 1st, at 
the social services centre 
in the Volkovyssk District, 
aiming to improve the pub-
lic’s knowledge of how to 
save resources in the home. 
This will include how to 
save water and electricity, 
and guidance on how to 
use contemporary gauges 
to monitor use. Specialists 
will be on hand to share 
useful information, such as 
how to improve the quality 
of water, and will explain 
the meaning of popular 
terms while giving practi-
cal advice. On completing 
their lessons, ‘pupils’ may 
help disseminate knowl-
edge to other elderly people 
in the district.

This is the first such 
scheme in the Grodno Re-
gion, aimed at enhancing 
public knowledge and pro-
moting a culture of energy 
saving among the elderly. 
It also provides an oppor-
tunity for interaction. Al-
though the social centre in 
Volkovyssk already runs a 
club for senior citizens, it’s 
hoped that the campaign 
will attract a wider circle.

Other towns in Grodno 
are also running such les-
sons, which are proving 
successful on many levels.

By Valentina Krichevskaya

Motol’s House of Culture, in 
the Ivanovo District, not only 
hosts various ‘hobby clubs’ 
but is a major hub of the Brest 
Region’s Plan for Sustainable 
Development of Rural Tourism 
and Business

Receiving funding from the Euro-
pean Union and the Eurasia Founda-
tion, six such centres are planned for 
Belarus; the second is to appear soon 
in the village of Zheludok in the Grod-
no Region. Motol’s House of Culture 
is a venue recognising residents’ true 
talents, which are worthy of being 
shared. 

Th e village recently celebrated its 
590th anniversary (of historical men-
tion) and its 5th Motol Delicacies Food 

Festival, which was not only spec-
tacular but rich in delicacies. Tonnes 
of sausages and fi sh prepared by local 
cooks were served and there was a very 
long queue for the cheese rolls from the 
neighbouring village of Psyshchevo. In 
one local Motol café, guests ordered 
aromatic Chorba soup  an Eastern dish 
long adopted by Motol.

Th e Israeli Ambassador to Bela-
rus, H.E. Mr. Yosef Shagal, praised 
the event, saying, “I never dreamed 
of fi nding myself here; it is a gift  from 
Fate for me as an Israeli historian. I’d 
love my countrymen to visit Motol, 
seeing where the fi rst President of Is-
rael, Chaim Weizmann, was born, and 
feeling the atmosphere here.”

Other guests clearly enjoyed the 
festival, arriving from across Belarus, 
Russia, Ukraine, Poland and Estonia.

Very welcoming hosts

Books 
bring good 
money
Forbes magazine 
reports most highly 
paid writers in the 
world

For the third year in 
a row, American thriller 
writer James Patterson has 
topped the charts with his 
psychologist, Alex Cross. 
From May 2011 to April 
2012, he sold $94m of books 
— up $10m on the same pe-
riod of last year. During this 
time, Patterson published 
11 books. 

Horror master Stephen 
King occupies second place, 
with an income of $39m. 
His editions include sci-
fi novel 11/22/63 and the 
eighth episode of his Dark 
Tower series. Third posi-
tion ($33m) goes to detec-
tive writer Janet Evanovich, 
whose stories follow former 
lingerie saleswoman Steph-
anie Plum. In fourth place 
is thriller writer John Gri-
sham, who earned $26m, 
while teen writer Jeff Kin-
ney closes the top five with 
$25m.

By Darya Kurilova

Museum of Belarusian Book 
Printing describes Polotsk in 
book culture during Day of 
Belarusian Written Language

Th e Museum of Belarusian Book 
Printing — a branch of the Polotsk 
National Historical and Cultural Mu-
seum-Reserve — is to take part in the 
Day of Belarusian Written Language 
in Glubokoe.

Th is year is remarkable in being 
Polotsk’s 1150th anniversary. Accord-
ingly, the museum plans to organise 
a travelling exhibition — Polotsk in 
Belarusian Book Culture. It will be in 
the capital for the Day of Belarusian 

Written Language, showcasing the 
rich literary heritage of Belarus’ most 
ancient city: from the manuscripts 
and folios of Frantsisk Skorina and 
Simeon Polotsk to the contemporary 
Legacy of Polotsk Land series, plus 
other books dedicated to Polotsk’s 
grand birthday.

Th e Museum of Belarusian Book 
Printing is a regular participant of the 
Days of Written Language, always 
pleasing guests with its diverse tour-
ing exhibitions. Its main museum is 
also organising an event on Septem-
ber 1st, showing reproductions from 
the National Historical and Cultural 
Museum-Reserve, devoted to Polotsk 
and to Belarusian culture in general.

Rich literary heritage 
of ancient Polotsk land

Demand on rental market still on the rise 
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