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By Vasily Kharitonov

From the fi rst minute, it was 
clear that the parties have long 
known each other, enjoying great 
understanding and sharing com-
mon points of view and various 
assessments. Th e direction of the 
conversation was noted by the 
President, who emphasised the 
unity of our two countries’ posi-
tions on problematic international 
issues. He explained, “It is impor-
tant to discuss some questions of 
foreign policy co-operation in the 
international arena. It would also 
be good to discuss our Belarusian-
Russian relations but there is no 
urgency, as there are no points of 
tension.”

Th is year has been signifi cant 
for our two states. Twenty years 
ago, diplomatic relations were es-
tablished between Belarus and Rus-
sia and, now, Russia is our strategic 
partner. Remarkably, the anniversa-
ry coincides with the intensifi cation 
of dialogue at the highest level. Th is 
year, Minsk was visited by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and by 
Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev: 
the leaders of both houses of par-
liament. Heads of Russian regions 
also visited Belarus, giving a posi-
tive stimulus to our bilateral part-
nerships — economically and re-
garding foreign policy. We’ve seen 
a substantial increase in turnover, 
stronger co-operative ties between 
our industrialists and mutually 
benefi cial co-operation in the fi eld 
of innovative technologies.

Our two states traditionally en-
joy mutual interests in the interna-
tional arena and co-ordinate their 
foreign policies while working to-
gether on the creation of the Union 
State. Mr. Lukashenko emphasised 
the fruitful co-operation of the 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs of Be-
larus with that of Russia, saying, 
“We always say that our ministries 
of foreign aff airs have exemplary 

relations. We hope that our other 
agencies will enjoy the same.”

Th e President stressed that Be-
larus fully supports Russia’s posi-
tion on the Syrian issue. He noted, 
“Our position on international is-
sues and ‘hot spots’ coincides ab-
solutely with that of the Russian 
Federation. We support all your as-
pirations, especially in normalising 
the situation in Syria.”

Th e upcoming parliamentary 
elections in Belarus were another 
topic of conversation between Mr. 
Lukashenko and Mr. Lavrov. Inter-
national observers are already ar-
riving but the President noted some 
disturbing factors, saying, “Politi-
cal activity is intensifying but not 
always in the right direction. Bela-
rus has no such outbursts. Only the 
West is giving us issues — as ever.”

Mr. Lukashenko commented 
on the appointment of Matteo Me-
kachchi as the head of the mission 
of OSCE observers of the upcom-
ing parliamentary elections, not-
ing, “Th ey might have found a 
more conversant person regarding 
Belarus and its situation. We are 
now studying everything carefully 
and, of course, will react accord-
ingly.”

Mr. Lavrov recalled that he had 
already discussed the elections at 
the Ministry of Foreign Aff airs of 
Belarus. He explained, “We decided 
that the CIS Heads of State should 
enhance the role of the CIS observ-
ers’ mission at the presidential and 
parliamentary elections — to en-
sure that more of our observers in-
fl uence these processes in Europe. 
Th ere shouldn’t be a monopoly by 

the OSCE in the face of the ODIHR 
and the Parliamentary Assembly. 
Assessments need to be given on 
the basis of collective, well-consid-
ered opinions.”

According to Mr. Lavrov, Rus-
sia will ensure the participation of 
its citizens in various observation 
missions of the Belarusian Parlia-
mentary Elections — within the 
OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, the 
ODIHR and the mission of CIS ob-
servers. He explained, “I can assure 
you that we’ll do our best to ensure 
that our evaluation is objective and 
unbiased. Th ere is growing aware-
ness within the OSCE that it is nec-
essary to restore order in this area. 
In July, the OSCE Parliamentary As-
sembly adopted a decision to con-
duct a comparative analysis of the 
election laws of all OSCE member 

countries, aiming to develop com-
mon criteria. It’s important for us 
to give this parliamentary decision 
an intergovernmental format, as it 
will be one of the topics discussed 
by a joint session of the Ministry of 
Foreign Aff airs of Belarus and that 
of Russia — being held in October 
in Minsk. Of course, we’ll discuss 
all international issues at this meet-
ing, including diffi  cult, disturbing 
events in North Africa, the Middle 
East and other ‘hot spots’.”

Mr. Lavrov stressed that he 
has already discussed the concrete 
steps needed to implement high 
level agreements between Rus-
sia and Belarus at the Ministry of 
Foreign Aff airs of Belarus. Th ose 
regarding parliamentary support of 
Eurasian integration processes are 
among the most vital.

Positions coincide well while 
ambitions find mutual support
Alexander Lukashenko and Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov’s official 
meeting in Minsk is held in evident warmth and trust

By Arkady Veselov

A decree by the President of 
Belarus has updated the adminis-
trative procedures required of for-
eign citizens and stateless persons 
over the age of 14; they must ob-
tain either a residence permit (for 
foreigners residing in Belarus) or a 
refugee certifi cate (for those grant-
ed refugee status in Belarus).

In addition, those under the 
age of 14 years are free from pay-
ing the state fee for single or mul-

tiple-entry visas 
for departure 
and entry to Be-
larus. For eve-
ryone else, the 
registration 
fee has been 
reduced: for 
departure from Be- larus, 
from 2 to 1 baseline rate (currently 
Br100,000) and for entry and de-
parture, two baseline rates (previ-
ously 3).

Th ose covered by the list in-

clude foreign citizens 
and stateless per-

sons tempo-
rarily visiting 
or residing in 
Belarus. Some 
may come to 

sell goods at trade or craft  
fairs and to attend such trade fairs, 
being obliged to obtain special per-
mission to conduct such activities. 
In addition, administrative pro-
cedures are now set to take up to 
three days (rather than one).

Amendments expand 
number of subjects
Now obligatory to register foreign citizens and stateless 
persons over the age of 14

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Russia Sergei Lavrov meets President of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko in Minsk
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