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By Olga Kobyakova

Th e new exhibition Ber-
estie Archaeological Museum: 
History. Modernity. Prospects 
coincides with the 30th anni-
versary of the opening of the 
museum, featuring never-be-
fore seen photos of the mu-
seum — from excavation to 
the present day. Th e last sig-
nifi cant event in the history 
of the museum was captured 
in May, when the museum 

welcomed its three millionth 
visitors. Sketches of plans for 
the extension of the museum 
are on show, with the area 
adjoining the museum ear-
marked for a display of the 
excavations below: a frag-
ment of the fortress wall, 
pavements and potter and 
blacksmith workshops.

Th e museum celebrated 
its 30th anniversary with a 
major cultural programme of 
demonstrations and master 

classes of traditional craft s 
(including the opportunity 
to buy craft s souvenirs). Th e 
One Day in a Duke’s Life 
demonstration showed tech-
niques in using medieval 
weapons, while guests were 
entertained by medieval mu-
sic and dancing, performed 
by historical clubs. Th emed 
games, contests and quizzes 
also created a lively atmos-
phere.

Th e Berestie Archaeo-

logical Museum opened on 
March 2nd, 1982, follow-
ing excavations in 1968. It is 
the only museum in Europe 
to show a medieval Eastern 
Slavic city, being located on 
the site of Volyn Fort (Brest 
Fortress) — where the city 
was founded. Th e central 
part hosts excavations cover-
ing over 1,000 square metres, 
four metres deep. Th e craft  
quarter includes the wood-
en walls of 28 log buildings 

(single-storey, using conifer 
logs), two street pavements, 
fences and the remains of 
wattle and daub stoves (11-
13th century). Th e 14 rooms 
of the museum boast ar-
chaeological fi nds from the 
11-14th century, revealing 
the economic and cultural 
life of the ancient city, with 
its craft s and trade. Visitors 
can learn of planning and 
building, its handicraft s and 
history.

Photo exhibition at Archaeological 
Museum illustrates major 
milestones of its creation

Biography 
of Berestie 
filled with 
great historical 
events

By Viktar Andrejeu

On arriving in St. Peters-
burg, tourists rarely visit the 
Russian Folk Museum but 
it’s a site worth seeing, to 
learn how 19th century Be-
larusians lived and dressed. 
Th e unique museum opened 
back in the early 20th cen-
tury but, even today, its em-
ployees visit Minsk to work 
with the Institute of Arts, 
Ethnography and Folklore 
(at the NAS of Belarus). 
Th e St. Petersburg museum 
recently organised a major 
international conference, 
entitled Th e Culture and 
Way of Life of Belarusians in 
Ethnographical Research and 
Museum Collections. 

Valentina Gavrishina, an 
expert in the folk history and 
customs of Belarus, Ukraine 
and Moldova, joins Aishat 
Gadzhieva, a research offi  cer 
in specialised storage and 
musical culture, in hoping 
that we can learn more about 
our ancestors. Th e foremost 
task is to create a full cata-
logue of Belarusian folk col-
lections in Belarus and Rus-
sia, including not just those 
held by large museums but 
by small schools.

How did St. Petersburg’s 
Folk Museum begin gather-
ing Belarusian items?

Th e fi rst exhibits arrived 
from the All-Trade Show, held 
in 1902 in St. Petersburg: fi sh-

ing equipment, utensils and 
embroidered clothes worn by 
Belarusian rural residents. 
Ethnographers Alexander 
Serzhputovsky, Yevdokim Ro-
manov, Yevgeny Lyatsky and 
V. Kostko (a student of St. Pe-
tersburg University) then be-
gan to gather items from Pole-

sie, and the Vitebsk, Minsk 
and Mogilev provinces. We’ve 
preserved the richest archives, 
describing their work. In 1908, 
the Belarusian collection was 
expanded by A. Miller’s items 
collected from the Mogilev 
Province: household utensils 
and decorative pieces, includ-

ing a bridegroom’s outfi t and 
other clothes.

Th e same year, A. Rogozi-
na brought clothes and baby 
items, as well as ritual acces-
sories from the Minsk Prov-
ince, while museum employee 
I. Akimov acquired a mid-
19th century batleika (a Pup-

pet theatre) with 25 puppets. 
However, by 1930, such 

expeditions ceased, only be-
ing renewed in the 1960-
1980s. Th ey stopped again 
as the USSR collapsed. Now, 
rushniks and old shirts are 
brought to us by Belarusians 
residing in St. Petersburg.

How closely linked were 
the folk traditions of Rus-
sian and Belarusian people 
in the early 20th century?

When our museum col-
lection was formed a hun-
dred years ago, Belarusian 
exhibits were oft en marked 
as ‘Russian’ in the card index; 
Russian ones were always 
marked as ‘great Russian’ (ve-
likorusskie’). Our cultures do 
share much in common, as 
is to be expected from neigh-
bouring states.

How does your collec-
tion diff er from that of the 
Museum of Ancient Belaru-
sian Culture at the Institute 
of Arts, Ethnography and 
Folklore (of the NAS of Be-
larus)?

Th e major diff erence is 
that the Minsk museum was 
formed in the 1970s, while 
ours was created a hundred 
years earlier so we boast 
much older pieces.

Why haven’t we seen an 
album or catalogue from St. 
Petersburg’s Folk Museum?

It’s high time we did. 
Moreover, we should compile 
a common Belarusian-Rus-
sian catalogue of Belarusian 
folk items. In Karelia, they’re 
compiling a register of small 
museum collections. I’m 
working with my colleagues 
from Petrozavodsk and it 
would be interesting to also 
liaise with Minsk historians 
in this direction.

Russian Folk Museum’s unique collection over a century old

Exhibition worthy of visit 
while in Saint Petersburg

Not 
everyone
receives 
invitation
 By Kristina Kirillova

The Belarusian State 
Circus is to take part 
in the prestigious 
International Circus 
Festival in Monte Carlo 
for the fi rst time, in 
January next year

“It’s a great event not 
only for our circus, but for 
the whole country,” asserts 
its Director and Artistic 
Leader of the Belarusian 
State Circus, Tatiana Bond-
archuk. She notes that the 
invitation to this prestig-
ious competition proves 
that our circus art is of a 
high level.

In August, the Belaru-
sian State Circus will take 
part in the Festival of Circus 
Performers of Latin Ameri-
ca, and, in November, will 
attend the Festival of Circus 
Performers in France.
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 At the Archaeological Museum of Berestie

Belarusians exhibition at Russian Folk Museum in St. Petersburg


