
9CULTURE The Minsk Times   Thursday,  August 2, 2012

By Victor Kharitinov

Fift y, seventy or even a hun-
dred years may pass but Marc Cha-
gall’s symbolic return to his native 
homeland (originally Vitebsk) is 
evident in the latest acquisitions 
of the National Art Museum: two 
graphic pieces, created in 1967, en-
titled Way of the Cross and Vision 
of Apocalypse. Th ese were donated 
during a solemn event dedicated to 
the 125th anniversary of the birth 
of the world famous painter. Th e 
works are 24th exemplars from 
a series of 35, and are signed by 
Chagall in his usual pencil, in the 
bottom right corner. Of course, 
only those prints made directly by 
the painter are considered to be 
original. Marc Chagall published 
the given reproductions himself 
and graphical pieces have been ac-
quired at Christie’s auction house 
in London.

Previously, the National Art 
Museum of Belarus lacked a single 
work by Marc Chagall, with visi-
tors only able to view his outstand-
ing creativity via temporary exhi-
bitions and from reproductions 
(mostly from the Marc Chagall 
Museum in Vitebsk).

Th e solemn ceremony of dona-
tion to the National Art Museum 
was attended by Belarus’ Culture 
Minister, Pavel Latushko, and the 
Israeli Ambassador to Belarus, 
H.E. Mr. Yosef Shagal. Moreover, 
a special ‘fi rst day’ envelope was 
issued to mark the jubilee of the 
famous avant-garde painter while 
the Marc Chagall. Unreal Reality 
documentary, by the Belarusian 
Video Centre, was premiered.

“Today, we’re seeing a landmark 
cultural event for our country; the 
museum has acquired works by 
Marc Chagall — who justifi ably 
belongs to Belarusian culture. Th is 
will defi nitely fi ll a gap which ex-
isted in our art. Moreover, it’s im-
portant that the development of 
national culture is supported by 
private sponsors,” noted Mr. La-
tushko at the event.

Th e National Art Museum has 
many times organised and hosted 
major exhibition projects devoted 
to Marc Chagall. However, until 
now, it boasted not a single origi-
nal work by the master. Th e two 
graphic pieces, purchased in 2011 
from the Christie’s auction in Lon-
don, were donated to the museum 
by Belgazprombank’s shareholders, 

who have been creating a thematic 
corporate collection of paintings 
entitled Belarus-born Artists of the 
Paris School.

Belgazprombank currently 
holds over 40 works, including 
those by Michel Kikoïne, Pinchus 
Krémègne, Ossip Lubitch, Ossip 
Zadkine, Sam Zarfi n and Chaim 

Soutine. Businesses have stepped 
in to help the state fi ll gaps in the 
Belarusian national art collection.

Belarus’ Culture Minister, Pavel 
Latushko, noted during the solemn 
ceremony of donating the two 
works, “In recent years, the state 

has allocated signifi cant funds to 
acquiring treasures which belong 
to the Belarusian nation. It’s vital 
that businesses join in this endeav-
our since, together, we can achieve 
so much more.” Over the last three 
years, the state has allocated over 
Br10bn to acquiring such cultural 
treasures. “I hope that more private 
investors will join in returning Be-
larusian cultural treasures to our 
country,” underlined the Minister.

Belarusian collectors hope to 
open a museum of private collec-
tions in Minsk. Meanwhile, Victor 
Babariko, the Chairman of Bel-
gazprombank’s Board, tells us that, 
in September, the National Art 
Museum will be hosting an exhibi-
tion featuring great artists, with all 
works on loan from private collec-
tions. Over 100 works are to go on 
show, including those by painters 
from the Paris school. “Creativ-
ity has three elements: a subject, 
a creator and spectators. We’ll see 
whether the exhibition draws a 
signifi cant audience, since this will 
indicate whether we need such a 
museum,” explains Mr. Babariko. 
Belarus’ only museum of private 
collections was located in Vitebsk 
but closed in July.

Marc Chagall had clear links 
to Belarus, having lived in Vitebsk, 
so it seems bizarre that, until now, 
contemporary Belarus has lacked a 
single original work by the artist. 
Perhaps, it would have been advan-
tageous for us to have negotiated 
earlier for his works.

Russian poet Yevgeny Yevtush-
enko (thought to have written: ‘A 
poet in Russian is more than just a 
poet’) met Chagall in France in the 
1960s, when Nikita Khrushchev 
was heading the Communist Par-
ty in the Soviet Union. He wrote 
that Chagall felt great nostalgia 
for his homeland and that he felt 
ready to give all his works in re-
turn for a small house in Vitebsk 
to end his days. Mr. Yevtushenko 
persuaded him not to return, say-
ing that Vitebsk had changed since 
the 1920s, when Chagall had lived 
there, and that he would be disap-
pointed.

We cannot know the truth of 
these words and who knows what 
might have happened if Yevtush-
enko had encouraged Chagall to 
return. He never did fi nd his way 
back to Vitebsk. However, his 
works are now starting to return; it 
is a good sign.

Marc Chagall’s return 
or Biblical scenes in avant-garde style
National Art Museum of Belarus gains graphic works by world famous artist

By Dmitry Nikonov

Valery Alexeev of Bobruisk 
spends fortnight performing 
monologues in Rome, Athens 
and other European cities

On winning the International 
Drama Competition at Baden-
weiler, Valery decided to spend 
his prize money on his life-long 
dream of visiting well-known 
Western European cities. Howev-
er, he visited not merely as a tour-
ist but to present his monologue 

— based on his Silver Wings. He 
has performed on squares, at clubs 
and hotels and, even, at the Cana-
dian Embassy in Italy. His per-
formances were primarily in Rus-
sian but sometimes involved an 
interpreter. The audience heartily 
welcomed him, especially those 
in Italy, who listened closely and 
applauded loudly, even shedding 
tears. They encored him several 
times.

“The first meetings were free; 
later, tickets cost 20 Euros,” he ex-

plains. The MK Athenian Courier 
Russian weekly has invited him to 
take part in a round table discus-
sion dedicated to Contemporary 
Drama in Your Understanding, 
speaking on the role of national 
languages, in particular Belaru-
sian. Several other local journal-
ists have also interviewed the Bo-
bruisk resident. 

Certainly, he will return with 
many wonderful memories which 
are likely to find reflection in his 
new works.

Creative trip full of impressions

A
L

E
X

A
N

D
E

R
 S

T
A

D
U

B

Marc Chagall’s Way of the Cross and Vision of Apocalypse donated to National Art Museum of Belarus at solemn event dedicated to 125th anniversary of the artist’s birth

Postmark in honour of jubilee

Valery Alexeev in Rome


