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Materials prepared with aid of 
information agencies

Tate and Google 
team up for new 
art project
This Exquisite Forest is an online 
collaborative art project, 
presented by the Tate Modern 
Gallery and Google, which 
enables people to create short 
animations that grow from 
each other’s contributions

To launch the project, seven art-
ists from the Tate’s collection created 
short animations using Google’s 
web-based drawing tool. Visitors to 
the website and the Tate then add to 
these, to grow ‘trees’ of fi lms, each 
leaf representing a new animated 
segment. 

As more sequences are added, the 
videos grow dynamically, branching 
and dividing in diff erent directions 
to create an infi nite number of pos-
sible endings. As Jane Burton, Crea-
tive Director for Tate Media, says, it’s 
like ‘taking a line for a walk’. Aaron 
Koblin from the Google Creative 
Lab underlines that the project is 
about pushing the limits of creativity 
in collaboration online as well as the 
capabilities of the web-browser. Th e 
installation, with large-scale projec-
tions and digital drawing stations 
where visitors can take part, are free 
to visit at the Tate Modern Gallery.

Dazed Olympics fans could have 
been forgiven for forgetting there 
were sports events to go and watch. 
Many British newspapers pictured 
the giant fl ame being lit and were 
pretty much unanimous in their 
praise for the grandiose start.

Th e show left  Londoners and 
visitors alike in awe. “I think you 

guys have done a tremendous job,” 
said an American woman at the Ol-
ympic Park. “It is beautiful. I think 
the grounds are fabulous and the 
transportation has been wonderful. 
I have been surprised. I was a little 
worried but it has been wonderful.”

An English man said, “We are 
really proud and hopefully it sort of 

gives a bit of a message to the world 
that we are still a great country that 
can host events along with the best 
of them.”

Secrets remained secret, ena-
bling the choice of seven young ath-
letes who lit the ceremonial fl ame to 
take millions by surprise.

Queen Elizabeth allowing her-

self to be gently sent up in her James 
Bond cameo role fi tted the spirit of 
the occasion perfectly. Film director 
Danny Boyle’s outright bravado and 
cinematic touch left  spectators and 
TV viewers open-mouthed. At the 
end, nothing was lost in translation 
as quirky Britishness gave way to a 
fi reworks extravaganza.

Money lenders 
put pressure 
on Greece for 
more cuts
Greece’s money lenders have 
put pressure on the Greek 
Government to implement 
further cost-cutting measures 
or face a disorderly bankruptcy 
and exit from the Euro

Th e debt-sick country has been 
surviving on cash handouts from 
the troika the European Union, the 
European Central Bank and the In-
ternational Monetary Fund.

Simos Kedikoglou is a spokes-
person for the Greek government, 
“Th e Prime Minister has been in-
formed by the troika representatives 
of their discussions and the initia-
tives that need to take place in order 
to get the Greek programme back 
on track.” Athens has suff ered a 20 
percent contraction of its economy 
in the last fi ve years something that 
has been compared to the Great De-
pression in the US.

Th eodore Krintas is Managing 
Director of Attica Wealth Manage-
ment, “I think it is very, very impor-
tant during the meeting, the markets 
to get the reassurance that the coali-
tion government is there, their will is 
there in order to implement the meas-
ures and that no surprises will actu-
ally appear. My personal view is that 
this is what exactly will happen.”

Th e Peugeot Citroen group has 
also announced new cost-cutting 
measures aimed at saving 1.5bn Eu-
ros by 2015. Peugeot Citroen Chair-
man, Philippe Varin, outlined his 
plans to turn the situation around 
at a press conference at the group’s 
headquarters in Paris. But it was 
not only journalists who showed up. 
Some 2,000 workers facing redun-
dancy from the group’s Aulnay-sous-
Bois plant demonstrated outside the 
building. In all, 8,000 jobs are to be 
axed although the group has pledged 
to try to re-employ staff  elsewhere. 
Peugeot Citroen currently has debts 
estimated at 2.4bn Euros. Th e unions 
have now won the right to have the 
group’s accounts examined by an 
independent fi rm to check whether 

the redundancies are necessary. Th e 
move is likely to delay any lay-off s by 
several months at least.

Th e French government is bank-
ing on green technology to prop up 
its ailing automotive industry. But 

there are doubts subsidies for electric 
and hybrid cars will help the Peu-
geot Citroen Group, which has just 
reported more than 800m Euros of 
losses in the fi rst six months of 2012. 
Peugeot Citroen’s boss admitted the 
group needed to make savings of 
1.5bn Euros by 2015 as part of plans 
to clear debts of 2.4bn. 

Philippe Varin said the measure 
announced by the government could 
boost the group’s innovation eff orts 
regarding low and very low carbon 
emission vehicles. “Of course I wel-
come with great interest anything 
that supports the competitiveness 
of the entire sector in France,” he 
added. But Peugeot Citroen workers 
who have just found out they’re fac-
ing redundancy weren’t impressed.

‘Magic’, ‘rock’n‘roll’, 
‘slightly insane’: 
Olympic ceremony views
The day after an Opening Ceremony that combined comedy and cinema, history 
and spectacle, music and emotion — there has been admiration and amazement 
at the dazzling, very British display

More problems for Peugeot Citroen
Europe’s second biggest car maker has posted losses of 819m Euros for the first half 
of the year — almost four times as much as experts had forecast

An overview of a depiction of the Industrial Revolution: part of the Opening Ceremony of the London 2012 Olympics

A newly manufactured Peugeot 107 at the new TPCA factory


