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By Anna Kotova

Belarus’ Deputy Foreign Min-
ister, Alexander Guryanov, has 
told journalists that the negotia-
tion process on joining the WTO 
envisages a whole range of tech-
nical stages. “We’re currently pre-
paring a consolidated report: a 
code of information on measures 
adopted by Belarus (or planned 
for adoption) to bring our na-
tional legislation in compliance 
with WTO rules. We’ve already 
covered four stages of this consol-
idated report, taking into account 
recommendations and making 
definite changes to our legisla-
tion,” he asserts. “A fourth version 
has been prepared and, as soon as 
it’s adopted, we’ll reach the final 
stage, where Kazakhstan is now 
(Russia has already completed 
these stages): the preparation of 
a report by a working party on 
WTO accession.”

He notes that the working par-
ty’s report will contain definite 
terms regarding tariffs and other 
issues relating to WTO member-
ship. “We’ll continue our work in 
bilateral groups, consulting with 
a whole range of countries which 
are members of our working par-
ty regarding access to markets,” 
he adds.

“In September, we plan to hold 
a session of the working party to 
reach the final stage. Moreover, 
we hope that we’ll be quicker in 
preparing our report (a financial 

package of our obligations within 
the WTO) than was the case for 
Russia and Kazakhstan. Firstly, 
the tariff obligations (long ne-
gotiated by Russia) are the same 
across the Customs Union and the 

Single Economic Space. Moreover, 
we have no mandate for further 
concessions, so we believe that we 
should pass through this stage au-
tomatically,” he emphasises.

“Yet to be settled are issues of 

access to financial markets and 
currency regulation, investments 
and systems regarding the econ-
omy and intellectual property. 
We’ve signed final protocols with 
ten countries and need to negoti-
ate with ten others on access to 
markets for goods and with ten 
states regarding access to markets 
for services,” he tells us.

“Of course, we’ll have the 
most serious talks with the USA 
and with EU states. However, 
our position is mostly the same 
as that of Russia. We have been 
promised definite consultation 
and political support, so as to 
avoid dragging out the proc-
ess,” stresses Mr. Guryanov. “We 
hope that there will be a definite 
degree of pragmatism from the 
WTO’s major players, to avoid 
political issues becoming an ob-
stacle to Belarus’ membership. 
The WTO has always declared it-
self to be an economic organisa-
tion rather than a political one,” 
he continues.

“If we avoid reacting subjec-
tively, seeing the technical stages 
objectively, we should be able to 

reach decisions by late 2013. 
This is how we assess the situ-

ation at the Foreign Ministry 
provided no obstacles are 

created for us and will do 
our ‘homework’ efficient-
ly, on the terms agreed 
with the working party 
on WTO accession,” 
resumes Mr. Guryanov.

Schedule compiled and 
everything running its course
Belarus to take firm decision on WTO accession by late 2013

By Nadezhda Radivonova

Minsk City project open to 
international competition for 
investment 

Minsk City Executive Commit-
tee is currently deciding the terms of 
the contest to develop part of the city. 
Potential investors are sought, with 
Inteco Group considered to be the 
main runner. Th e site is to be pre-
sented at an investment forum host-
ed by Minsk in November and it will 
receive promotion at other such fairs 
abroad. Th e Chairman of Construc-
tion and Investments Committee, at 
Minsk City Executive Committee, 
Alexander Domenikan, tells us that 
investor applicants will be asked to 
submit their architectural designs for 
developing the chosen site. In Febru-
ary, according to the results of a re-
port given to the President of Belarus 
on the fulfi lment of his orders for the 
construction of a multipurpose busi-
ness centre in Minsk, it was decided 
to fi nd an investor. 

Th e fi rst investor has been Itera 
Group but the project is progressing 
too slowly, with only about 0.5 per-
cent of the declared Br25.6 trillion 
yet spent in creating Minsk City: a 
multifunctional complex in the capi-
tal. Covering 318 hectares, the site is 
to include housing, commercial sites 
and administrative buildings.

New 
investors 
sought 

By Vladimir Mitrokhin

According to the Head of State, 
he discussed this issue at a recent 
meeting with Russia’s Prime Minis-
ter, Dmitry Medvedev. “I told him 
that we want to buy Rostselmash. 
We have good experimental models 
and can fi ne-tune them if necessary, 
setting up a powerful holding com-
pany producing combine harvesters 
for the entire Union State,” notes Mr. 
Lukashenko.

Th e President emphasises that 
Belarus can guarantee the quality of 
its machinery and has instructed as-
sessment and improvement (where 
necessary) aft er the ongoing har-
vest. “We need to enhance three 
good harvester models for fi elds 
with high, medium and low yields. 
Quality is vital to withstand com-
petition,” underlines the Belarusian 
leader. “Th e same is true of grain 
transportation machines: MAZ and 
other vehicles. We need to have an-
other look and improve our farm 
machinery. Russia is going to buy a 

great deal,” he adds.
Acting Agriculture and Food 

Minister of Belarus Leonid Marinich 
informed the Head of State that Be-
larus needs to drastically change 
the structure of its harvester fl eet, 
to accommodate rising crop yields. 

Th e average grain harvesting pe-
riod could be reduced from today’s 
22 days to just 15, which would aid 
eff ective storage and save considera-
bly on costs (for fuel and component 
parts) while enhancing effi  ciency 
overall.

Time has come to buy
The President of Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko, has 
confirmed Belarus’ intention to purchase Russian Rostselmash, 
which specialises in the manufacture of agricultural machinery

Mr. Guryanov, 
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