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Mr. Lukashenko has set a 
range of tasks, explaining, “It once 
took colossal effort to thresh 1m 
tonnes of grain: a victory for the 
whole country. Now, we thresh 1m 
tonnes even before the main har-
vest begins. It’s a huge improve-
ment. This year, we need to come 
closer to 9m tonnes — primarily 
for grain, leguminous crops and 
maize. This would be our victory, 
meeting needs in most areas.”

The Belarusian President 
praised the work of scientists 
in developing various branches 
of the economy, saying, “Scien-
tists should be at least half a step 
ahead, creating progressive tech-
nology and innovative proposals 
for agriculture, as well as for other 
spheres.”

During the working meet-
ing, major forecasts for 2013 were 
discussed, in addition to Belarus’ 
budget for next year. The President 
reminded everyone that he had 
discussed these issues beforehand, 
with Vladimir Andreichenko, the 
Chairman of the National Assem-
bly’s House of Representatives. 
He noted, “We’ve agreed that the 
current Parliament should adopt 
its major areas of development for 

the forthcoming period. Accord-
ingly, we need to pay maximum 
attention to preparing relevant 
documents for submission to Par-
liament. We need not just to take 
control but to solve these issues 
today.”

The Belarusian PM noted, 
“We plan that, in 2013, GDP 
growth should reach about 108.5 
percent, while volumes of hous-
ing construction should seriously 
increase, reaching 6.5m square 
metres annually. Moreover, great 

attention must be paid to devel-
oping agriculture and industry, 
creating the necessary conditions 
from the second half of this year.”

Mr. Lukashenko also recalled 
his recent meeting with the Chair 
of the National Bank’s Board, Na-
dezhda Yermakova. “I demanded 
that we move to develop the econ-
omy in every way possible. The 
National Bank should work jointly 
with the Government to achieve 
this. We have a normal situation 
on the currency market, regardless 
of seasonal trends, but we need to 
take a real overview as all money 
comes from the economy.”

Another important issue was 
flagged once more by the Presi-
dent. “I’d like to hear about sala-
ries, as we need to raise them to 
$500 a month; this will make peo-
ple feel that they (with the safety 
cushion of a ‘normal’ salary) are 
earning a true wage. Moreover, we 
need to distance ourselves from 
tensions regarding salaries, which 
sometimes appear from above; an 
average salary of $500 is the mini-
mum to be ensured in our coun-
try.”

According to Mr. Myasniko-
vich, the average salary is be-

ing raised beyond that originally 
planned, reflecting growth in 
labour efficiency. Soon, ‘white 
collar’ workers will see wages in-
creased, as will military employ-
ees.

According to the PM, 2012’s 
goal of real income growth has 
been achieved already. He ex-
plains, “Public incomes will ex-
ceed forecast levels (specified for 
2012) and this trend will continue 
through 2013 and 2014.”

Another topic tackled by Mr. 
Lukashenko during his meeting 
with the Prime Minister was the 
launch of the Belarusian satellite. 
“We’ve launched our own satellite, 
making Belarus a space power, 
as we originally planned. We’ve 
preserved and extended work in 
this sphere, as is vital for Bela-
rus. Space encompasses the high-
est technologies. We’ve created 
new manufactures and are ready 
to produce satellites ourselves. I 
believe that we need to work in 
closer co-operation with the Rus-
sian Federation, liaising with the 
PRC. We must work to generate 
maximum profit from this satel-
lite, selling similar models to all 
those interested.”

Questions require 
professional solutions
President Alexander Lukashenko instructs Prime Minister Mikhail 
Myasnikovich and the Government to ensure effective harvesting

Visas no 
longer freely 
available 
at airport

State Border Committee 
offi  cially announces that, from 
September 1st, the procedure 
for issuing visas will change at 
Minsk National Airport

From 1st September, citizens of 
countries which host embassies or 
consulates of Belarus will no longer 
be able to gain an entry visa at the air-
port; rather, they should apply before 
travel. Exceptions will be made for 
members of offi  cial delegations ar-
riving at state invitation and for those 
travelling due to the serious illness 
or death of a close relative. Citizens 
of countries which lack a diplomatic 
representation of Belarus will be able 
to gain a visa at the airport. Details 
are now posted on the website of the 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs and the 
State Border Committee.

Number of polling stations is optimal

Space work 
following 
common 
standards
By Igor Pimenov

Belarus and Russia are 
already implementing three 
Union State space related 
programmes, with two more 
planned, notes Grigory 
Rapota, State Secretary of the 
Union State. On July 22nd, we 
witnessed the successful launch 
of the Belarusian satellite, 
which joined the Russian 
Kanopus-B, from Baikonur.

“Th e launch of the satellite was 
conducted as part of a national 
project,” stresses Mr. Rapota. “De-
velopments in technical processing 
of data from our Belarusian satellite 
and from Kanopus-B, (alongside dis-
tribution and application) will be or-
ganised via a special receiving centre, 
developed within our Union State 
programme. Terrestrial infrastruc-
ture has been created within the Un-
ion State.” He notes that, since 1999, 
three space programmes have been 
similarly implemented: Cosmos-BR, 
Cosmos-SG and Cosmos-NT.

At present, two more Union State 
programmes are being realised: Nan-
otechnology-SG and Standardisation-
SG. New materials are being devel-
oped within the former, for further 
use in the manufacture of equipment 
for space aircraft  and ground needs. 
“However, we should clearly under-
stand that without unifi ed standards 
of information sharing between our 
two states it’s diffi  cult to harmonise 
our work,” underlines Mr. Rapota. 
“According to the Standardisation 
programme, common standards in 
the sphere of space activity should be 
agreed by 2013.”

6,305 polling stations to 
operate during parliamentary 
elections in Belarus this 
September

In comparison with the par-
liamentary elections of 2008, the 
number of polling stations has 
fallen (from 6,525). Demographic 
factors have played their role, while 
the administrative-territorial sys-
tem has been improved (with some 
units enlarged), leading to a change 
in boundaries; polling stations cov-
ering small areas have been attached 
to larger ones.

Th e larg-
est numbers 
of polling sta-
tions are in 
the Gomel and 
Minsk regions: 
1,098 and 1,083 
respectively. Th e 
smallest number 
(724) is in the Grod-
no Region, explains 
the Central Election 
Commission Secre-
tary, Nikolai Lozovik. 
In Minsk, 714 stations 

are to be opera-
tional.

Abroad, 44 poll-
ing stations are being 

created across 30 countries, 
with the greatest number in 

Russia and Poland: four in each. 
Germany is to have three while 

Latvia, the United States and 
Turkey are to have two each, 

allowing registered Bela-
rusians to vote from 
abroad — whether on 
a trip for pleasure or 

business, or liv-

ing on the territory of a foreign state 
during election time.

Mr. Lozovik notes that the Cen-
tral Election Commission welcomes 
the initiative of authorities in the 
Vitebsk Region, which is equipping 
all polling stations with transparent 
ballot boxes. An electronic voting 
system may soon come to Belarus. 
“Reasonable progressive trends will 
be adopted regarding electronic vot-
ing and control of the voting process, 
but this should be done gradually, 
weighing desire against cost,” empha-
sises Mr. Lozovik.

Alexander 
Lukashenko, 

“This year, we need 
to come closer 

to 9m tonnes — 
primarily for grain, 

leguminous crops 
and maize. This 

would be our victory, 
meeting needs in 

most areas.”
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Combines harvest wheat at Imeninsky Agricultural Production Co-operative Society — Drogichinsky District


