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By Nadezhda Radivonova

Th e diptych Slutsk Recollection, 
consisting of two pictures is now on 
sale; one of these depicts a fl ower while 
the other one features repeats. A com-
puter programme has been created to 
produce the embroidery by machine, 
copying the interwoven patterns of the 
originals.

Another souve-
nir — Slutsk Recol-
lection embroidered 
sash — has a dark and 
light side, reproduced 
by Borisov masters 
to copy a photograph 
of a Slutsk sash from 

the second half of the 18th century. A 
third (sample copy) is woven on a hand 
loom, approved by the Arts Council of 
the Belarusian Union of Artists and the 
Belhudozhpromysly Association.

“We’ve tried to follow 
the original appear-
ance as 

closely 
as possible, but 

it’s diffi  cult to repro-
duce the sophisticated weav-

ing technology of true Slutsk sashes 

in a short period of time. Moreover, 
modern equipment is not appropriate. 
Our products are souvenirs, 
honouring fa-

m o u s Slutsk sashes,” notes 
Yelena Shemit, who works at the enter-
prise.

Slutsk sashes were woven by hand 
in Belarus in the second half of the 18th 
and early 19th century. Th ey are unique 
worldwide and are part of our national 

culture, inspiring other Western deco-
rative and applied arts with their com-
positional harmony and refi ned orna-
mentation. Th ey are one of the greatest 
achievements of world culture, made 
with huge skill. Even sashes made 
outside of the town of Slutsk became 
known as Slutsk sashes, manufactured 
in Poland, Ukraine, Russia and other 
cities of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania 

and Rzecz Pospolita. Th ey were even 
made in Lyon (France), which was 
greatly infl uenced by Slutsk weaving.

Th e technology of weaving sashes 
was very complicated, requiring much 
study; apprenticeships lasted seven 
or more years. Th e secrets of the craft  
were well protected and have become 
sadly lost over time; vigorous scien-
tifi c reconstruction is required.

New masters comprehend old recipes
Reproductions of famous Slutsk sashes produced in Borisov, for sale as souvenirs

By Vasily Tikhomirov

Of course, a 70th birthday 
is always worth celebrating. 
Vladimir Urodnich was born 
in May 1942, in the village 
of Bolshie Orly, in the Brest 
Region. Th e war was in full 
force, with Belarus occupied 
by the fascists. Th is tragic and 
heroic period in the life of the 
nation couldn’t but fi nd re-
fl ection in the creativity of the 
artist, whose military themed 
works are now on show at the 
Belarusian Museum of Great 
Patriotic War History.

In fact, his works are also 
found at the National Art 
Museum of Belarus, at the 
Belarusian Union of Artists and at 
the Modern Fine Arts Museum, as 
well as at the literary museums of 
Maxim Bogdanovich and Yanka 
Kupala, at the Yakub Kolas Liter-
ary and Memorial Museum, at the 
Belarusian Museum of Folk Archi-
tecture and Life, at the Museum 
of Belarusian Polesie in Pinsk, at 
Mogilev’s Regional Art Museum 
(named aft er Pavel Maslennikov) 

and at Vitebsk’s Regional Local 
History Museum.

Audiences will immediately 
understand that his canvases ex-
plore the signifi cant traces left  by 
his home region: the Stolin District 
in the Brest Region, which nestles 
cosily between the rivers Garyn 
and Pripyat. Undoubtedly, he was 

much inspired by Belarus’ resist-
ance to fascism.

Annually, Belarus celebrates the 
anniversary of its liberation from the 
brown plague of Nazism, on warm 
July days. Th e holiday reminds us of 
the echo of an artillery salute hon-
ouring the Great Victory, as well as 

of the great loss and eternal pain in 
our hearts. Th e painter admits that 
he has always heard the voice of his 
father, who died in 1943; it follows 
him like the echo of a memory. He 
views it as his duty to stare deep into 
such memories which, unfortunate-
ly, tend to fade with passing time. 
However, he believes that future 
generations will have the chance to 
more reasonably assess the spiritual 
worth of those young defenders of 
today’s independence; as canonical 
images, they should remain in eve-
ryone’s hearts.

Artist Vladimir Urodnich is 
confi dent that a new melody of 
modern life should embrace us, 
fi lled with those who remain for-
ever on an unnumbered hill where 
crops now grow.

Once, visiting his painter’s stu-
dio, I felt the connection which 
links Mr. Urodnich with his charac-
ters. Creating a picture on the mili-
tary theme, he was dissatisfi ed with 
his image of an intelligent-looking 
offi  cer up early in the morning and 
kept repainting the fragment, wish-
ing to more vividly show the feel-
ings of the major character, bring-

ing human essence to the image. 
Th e picture now hangs at the exhi-
bition and is certainly convincing, 
with a strong feeling of spirituality 
surrounding the character.

Th e current jubilee exhibition 
by Vladimir Urodnich features 
over 20 fi gurative compositions 
and a range of portraits, as well as 
still-life paintings and landscapes 
from various regions of Belarus. 
He has paid special attention to his 
native Polesie, which remains his 
main inspiration, being his source 
of love for his Fatherland

As a teacher at the Belarusian 
Academy of Arts’ Pictorial Chair, 
an Honoured Figure of Arts of Be-
larus, laureate of the Special Presi-
dential Award in the ‘Pictorial Art’ 
nomination, the Chairman of the 
Tradition Section at the Belarusian 
Union of Artists, and a member of 
the Defence Ministry’s Studio of 
Military Artists, Vladimir Urod-
nich is keen to share his impres-
sions of life. He wishes to share his 
experience with tomorrow’s citi-
zens: a mission he sees as no less 
important than his own creative 
activity.

Minsk’s Palace of Arts hosts personal exhibition by Honoured Figure of Arts of Belarus Vladimir 
Urodnich, entitled I Will Wake up Today Before the Dawn… dedicated to his 70th birthday

On the morrow of memory 
— to distant and close past

T h e  M T ’s  re fe re n ce :
Slutsk sashes were worn by the wealthy Polish and Litvin (Belarusian-

Lithuanian) gentry, as a sign of noble origin and status. Th ey were woven 
from fi ne silk, with gold and silver threads, to lengths of 2-4.5m, with 
a width of 30-50cm. Th e sashes were decorated with patterned borders 
around the edges, while their ends featured lush, mostly fl oral, patterns 
combined with oriental motifs.
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Artist is ready for solemn report

Opening of Vladimir Urodnich’s I Will Wake up Today Before the Dawn personal exhibition at Minsk’s Palace of Arts


