
2 FOCUS The Minsk Times   Thursday,  June 21, 2012

On route 
to Latin 
American 
market 
By Nina Vasilieva

Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chávez meets First 
Deputy Prime Minister 
of Belarus, Vladimir 
Semashko, as broadcast 
on Venezuelan television

Th e fi rst joint plant pro-
ducing ‘Belarus’ tractors is 
to be set up in the state of 
Barinas: a worthy priority in 
a country following a path of 
political and economic inde-
pendence.

It is no coincidence that 
the world’s news agencies 
quote the President of Vene-
zuela in his praise of the pol-
icy of the President of Bela-
rus. He notes that Alexander 
Lukashenko has ‘managed to 
build his own model, follow-
ing the deplorable failure of 
the Soviet project’.

Th e Venezuelans, like 
Belarusians, wish to create 
jobs at home, manufactur-
ing their own products and 
remaining masters of their 
own country. Belarus off ers 
a comprehensive strategy 
not only for production but 
of service centres, adapting 
designs to suit local condi-
tions.

Th e Belarusian delega-
tion inspected Belarusian-
Venezuelan co-operative 
sites, including factories 
producing trucks, tractors, 
road construction machin-
ery and building materi-
als. In addition, they toured 
houses built with the help of 
our agro-town experts.

Specifi c agreements 
reached by Alexander Lu-
kashenko and Hugo Chávez 
have opened up the Latin 
American market to Belarus, 
while the ‘Belarus’ tractor 
was the fi rst to pave the way.

By Galina Grivtsova

Bidding farewell to the 
Ambassador Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary 
of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam to Belarus, H.E. 
Mr. Dang Huy Tran, who is 
completing his diplomatic 
mission in our country, Mr. 
Lukashenko noted, “I always 
underline that the departure 
of ambassadors from coun-
tries friendly towards us 
— decent ambassadors who 
work to strengthen our rela-
tions — raises emotions. It’s 
diffi  cult for us to part with 

friends but we hope that, on 
completing your diplomatic 
mission in Belarus, anoth-
er good person, tested in 
friendship, will arrive.” 

Mr. Lukashenko believes 
that relations between Bela-
rus and Vietnam have deep 
roots. “Our friendship is 
based on the sacred, shared 
struggle for independence. I 
refer to the Vietnamese state, 
which is friendly to us. Th ere 
was a time when we helped 
Vietnam gain independence. 
You’ve also done much to 
promote the establishment 
of close, good and benevo-

lent relations,” stressed the 
Belarusian leader.

He noted that Belaru-
sian-Vietnamese diplomatic 
relations began over 20 years 
ago. “Of course, this is a short 
moment in history,” added 
the President. “However, our 
relations are the foundation 
for our future.” 

Belarusian-Vietnamese 
turnover has reached almost 
$200m but, according to the 
Belarusian leader, our po-
tential is far greater. He ex-
plained, “We enjoy solid dia-
logue at the highest level and 
have no problems with Vi-

etnam. We share a common 
position within the inter-
national arena. Belarus has 
always supported Vietnam, 
as Vietnam does Belarus. I 
hope this will never alter.”

Mr. Lukashenko under-
lined that Belarus is ready 
to shift  from simple trade to 
closer collaboration, adding, 
“We’re ready to construct 
enterprises in spheres of in-
terest to you.” Th e President 
also stressed that Vietnam is 
a quickly developing coun-
try, rich in mineral resourc-
es. “We need you just as you 
need us,” he emphasised, 

expressing confi dence that 
Belarus and Vietnam will re-
inforce their bilateral inter-
action in coming years.

“We’re developing across 
all directions, seeking out 
friends and partners in Af-
rica, Latin America and in 
the USA, as well as in Eu-
rope and Asia,” asserted Mr. 
Lukashenko. “Vietnam is a 
special state. We don’t have 
to prove our friendship or 
loyalty to your nation. Th is is 
the basis for our strong liai-
sons,” underlined the Belaru-
sian President. He also asked 
the Ambassador to pass on 

news of Belarus’ readiness 
for further collaboration to 
the Vietnamese leadership.

In turn, Mr. Dang Huy 
Tran thanked the President 
for the opportunity to meet, 
noting that relations be-
tween Belarus and Vietnam 
are ever developing. How-
ever, despite good dynam-
ics, much potential is yet to 
be explored. Th e Vietnamese 
Ambassador expressed con-
fi dence that political, trade-
economic, sci-tech, cultural 
and educational ties between 
Vietnam and Belarus will 
only strengthen in future.

Mission becomes possible where 
there’s potential in collaboration
Belarus has invited Vietnam to shift from pure trade to new forms of co-operation, including 
the creation of joint ventures, as noted by the President of Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko

By Vasily Khromov

Our relationship within 
regional co-operation once 
concentrated on trade. Now, 
industrial co-operation, 
joint ventures and holding 
companies are being empha-
sised. As we might expect, 
the meeting covered various 
spheres, with the Belaru-
sian President praising new 
projects.

“It’s important to fully 
support these initiatives and 
to decide new directions, 
creating joint products which 
are in demand not only in 
Bashkortostan, but in third 
countries.”

Of course, traditional 
trade ties remain valuable. He 
added, “To meet the needs of 
your economy, Belarus is 
ready to extend its range and 
increase supply of necessary 
industrial products.”

Partnerships in science 
and innovative technology 
are also to be encouraged, 
with liaisons formed regard-
ing machine building, energy 
saving, medicine, molecu-
lar biology and information 
technology.

Th e conversation was in-
teresting, useful and frank, 
even extending beyond the 
borders of regional aff airs 
and touching on interstate 
co-operation. Of course, eve-
rything is interlinked, with so 
many nuances. Th e President 
remarked ironically, “In dif-
fi cult times, sometimes even 
ambassadors cannot decide 
what’s going on...”

His reference was to the 
Russian Ambassador, H.E. 

Mr. Alexander Surikov, who 
has occasionally given the 
Minsk media strange state-
ments, to put it mildly. Th e 
President continued, “We’re 
ready to co-operate with 
Russia on democratic prin-
ciples regarding trade. We’re 
yet to create our Single Eco-

nomic Space but, sadly, some 
statements are currently be-
ing made which could de-
stroy it. What did we create it 
for? To work with our heads 
held high and to protect our 
manufactures, to protect our 
people and to make it possi-
ble for everyone to be equal 
within this Single Economic 
Space. All our documents are 
based on this...”

Mr. Surikov has previ-
ously noted that ‘we should 
return to the question of in-
troducing a single currency, 
as the Belarusian system 
would not survive a second 
crisis’. His comment is so 
bizarre that one cannot help 
but wonder if he has been au-

thorised to say such things. 
Does the thought of Kudrin’s 
‘success’ keep him awake at 
night? He also loved to make 
fantastic forecasts.

Th e President referred 
to the distinguished guests 
from Ufa, saying, “Th e crisis 
has brought us a great rise in 

production, despite energy 
prices almost rising 5-fold 
over fi ve years. Th ere is no 
economy which could with-
stand such a blow. We are 
with you in the Union State. 
As soon as the rise of cus-
toms duties on imported cars 
was announced, to protect 
Russian manufacturers, our 
people removed up to $3bn. 
On top of this, there have 
been consequences to the 
global economic crisis. Th at’s 
the reason — not ineffi  ciency 
of management.”

Mr. Lukashenko then 
continued, “We believe that 
privatisation and other issues 
relate not just to the econo-
my but to a wider policy. We 

can’t be mistaken in our in-
tentions; we are absolutely 
open, especially to the Rus-
sians. We chose this course 
long ago. We endured a very 
diffi  cult period, with harass-
ments on every side, but we 
lived through it. Th is is why 
we should build our relation-

ships carefully for the future 
and choose our paths with 
care.”

Mr. Khamitov answered 
that, just a couple of days 
previously, he had met 
Vladimir Putin at the Krem-
lin, discussing the develop-
ment of Belarusian-Russian 
relations. He noted, “I said 
that I was going to meet you 
and he conveyed the warm-
est greetings, saying that we 
should build relationships 
with Belarus, working to-
gether very closely. We’ll act 
only on these principles.”

It may seem that the 
President’s arguments against 
Mr. Surikov’s statements oc-
cupied most of the meeting, 

but it was not so; negotia-
tions were informative and 
fruitful, touching upon a 
wide range of issues regard-
ing co-operation between 
Belarus and Bashkortostan. 
Mr. Khamitov said that 
Bashkortostan has already 
begun using our forage har-
vesting combines, but more 
are needed than expected. 
Other Belarusian equipment 
is now being assessed for 
possible assembly; tractors 
are currently assembled in 
Sterlitamak, with hundreds 
produced, while thousands 
are needed. Forestry ma-
chinery is also in demand in 
Bashkortostan, and the area 
has used Belarus’ experi-
ence of reconstructing dairy 
farms to develop its own pro-
gramme. Belarus’ agro-town 
model is now being studied 
in the same way.

Th e Head of the Republic 
invited the President to visit 
the region at the beginning 
of 2013, for the World Junior 
Ice Hockey Championships. 
Later, there will be the Youth 
Olympic Games, with teams 
from 35 to 40 countries tak-
ing part, including Belarus. 
Th e President has ordered 
squads to begin training al-
ready.

At the end of the work-
ing meeting, the President of 
Belarus warmly bid farewell 
to the delegation, thanking 
them for their understand-
ing and loyalty to the Un-
ion State. He even slightly 
extended his hand to Mr. 
Surikov, as we have a com-
mon goal: to strengthen ties 
between Belarus and Russia.

Recent negotiations prove 
informative and fruitful
President Lukashenko’s meeting with the President of the Republic of Bashkortostan, Rustem 
Khamitov, fits seamlessly into sequence of Belarusian-Russian contacts at various levels

Mr. Dang Huy Tran
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Bashkortostan delegation during the meeting in Minsk


