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By Yelena Lepneva

Remaining 2,275 Great 
Patriotic War veterans 
honoured in Grodno 
Region

Th e festive atmosphere was 
evident not only in the private 
homes of the veterans, where 
they live with their families. Six 
veterans who currently reside in 
the Grodno House for Elderly 
and Disabled People have been 
upgraded to more comfortable 
rooms, with better furniture, 

soft  carpets, TV sets and fl ow-
ers. All their needs have been 
taken into account, which has 
touched them greatly.

“Each of those who has sur-
vived war has experienced the 
worst that Fate can throw, so it’s 
essential that we do all we can to 
make them feel at home — even 
when staying in institutional 
homes for the elderly. Th is is 
the position of the Regional Ex-
ecutive Committee and of those 
who provide sponsorship,” 
notes Anatoly Zimnovoda, the 

Chairman of the Committee 
on Labour, Employment and 
Social Protection at the Grodno 
Regional Executive Committee.

Th ose Grodno veterans 
who are ‘still in the ranks’ pa-
raded through the major street 
of the city, opening the Victory 
Day celebrations in Gilibert 
Park. Th is was the centre of fes-
tive events where, aft er wreaths 
had been laid at the communal 
grave of soldiers and partisans, 
concerts and other entertain-
ments were held.

By Galina Olkhovskaya

From early morning, 
Minskers headed to Neza-
visimosti Avenue to see the 
traditional festive parade. 
Th ey took their families and 
children to the city parks: 
Pobedy (at Komsomolskoe 

Lake), Gorky and Chely-
uskintsev. At 11am, thou-
sands of people created a 
line from the Head Postal 
Offi  ce building to Oktyabr-
skaya Square, then, shoulder 
by shoulder, they marched 
to the accompaniment of an 
orchestra towards the Victo-

ry Monument, to lay fl owers 
at the Eternal Flame.

Representatives of en-
terprises and public associa-
tions arrived to congratulate 
and greet veterans, alongside 
many young people. Th ese 
15-16 year old boys and girls 
remember their heroic fore-

fathers from photographs 
only but they realise the sac-
rifi ces made for victory.

Th e young Yegorchenko 
family is proud of their 
grandfather, who fought in 
Eastern Prussia and failed 
to return, being killed by 
the enemy in January 1945. 
Alexander Yegorchenko has 
many times told his son 
about his own father. When 
I ask the boy what he knows 
of his grandfather, he re-
plies, “He was an infantry-
man. My grandmother told 
me that he was once nearly 
blown up by a mine.” He 
blinks in the bright spring 
sun, holding red carnations 
to present to one of the vet-
erans.

Th e holiday has been 
memorable, with each per-
son honouring the gen-
eration of victors — either 
aloud or in our thoughts. At 
10pm, the sky over Minsk 
sparkled with a thousand 
stars and dazzling festive 
fi reworks closed the day.

‘This Victory Day smells of gunpowder’ melody — known to everyone 
— resounds across districts of Minsk, marking the sacred holiday

Festive mood of the day

Crying only from joy

By Valentina Kovalevskaya

Young faces meet often 
at Brest Hero Fortress 
Memorial

Students and schoolchil-
dren, in their best outfi ts, 
bearing bouquets of fl owers, 
come to say: ‘We remember 
you, fortress defenders!’

Two exhibitions have 
opened at the exhibition hall 
near the Kholmsk Gates. One 
is dedicated to the 40th anni-
versary of the Memory Post 
at the Eternal Flame while the 

second — Roads to Victory 
— explores the celebrations 
surrounding this date at the 
legendary citadel over past 
years.

“Everything we do in the 
Brest Region — in cities and 
villages — honours veterans. 
We endeavour to improve 
ourselves so that we aren’t 
shamed in front of these hon-
oured people. We’ll always be 
in debt to them,” notes Kon-
stantin Sumar, the Chairman 
of the Brest Regional Execu-
tive Committee.

Berlin seen 
from Brest

Great Patriotic War 
veteran Kazimir 
Dushkevich, from 
Gomel, is among fi rst to 
become Internet ‘pen 
pal’

Schoolchildren, students 
and young people are eager to 
engage veterans as ‘pen pals’ 
with the help of the Internet. 
One such correspondent is 
Kazimir Dushkevich, who 
went to the frontline in 1944, 
at the age of 17. He served 
in Poland and was wounded 
in Germany at the age of 18, 
being given the Order of 
Glory — the most honour-
able award for soldiers. He 

smiles, “Th ese young people 
are great; their idea is won-
derful.” Th e plan was initi-
ated by young Gomel painter 
Natalia Dobrodeneva, who 
wishes to see the project con-
tinue long term. She has cre-
ated an Internet community 
where members can write to 
lonely elderly and disabled 
people. “Th ey can write of 
anything — their studies, the 
view from the window or the 
latest news. We even have a 
girl who writes from China. 
Just imagine, someone liv-
ing in a home for the elderly 
receives a letter from Beijing. 
It’s great!”

Heart to heart

By Olga Kaverina

Remains of soldier 
killed during the war, 
on Estonian territory, 
solemnly re-buried in 
Mogilev District

Th e Estonian Poisk (Search) 
military-historical club sent a 
query to the Central Archives 
of the Russian Defence Min-
istry, wishing to discover the 
ownership of a Red Star Order 
medal. In fact, it belonged to 
senior sergeant Belarusian Pi-
otr Velikanov. Born in 1913 in 
the village of Makarentsy in the 
Mogilev District, he command-
ed a machine-gun detachment 
and died on March 9th, 1944. 
Th e head of the Poisk club, Igor 
Sedunov, then addressed the 
Belarusian Embassy to Estonia 
to ask for help in fi nding the 

soldier’s relatives.
Piotr Velikanov’s nephew, 

Valentin Malakhovich, is 78. 
Sweeping away tears, he recol-
lects that, in 1945, his father was 
killed near Königsberg. Neither 
of the Malakhovich brothers re-
turned from the frontline: Piotr 
nor Akhrem. 

“While we’re alive, we’ll 
remember this terrible war,” 
says history teacher Tatiana 
Golub, from the Mogilev Dis-
trict’s Mostok secondary school, 
which teaches children from 
the village of Makarentsy. She 
holds dear the memory of her 
brave countrymen, who lived 
through such hardship. Ms. 
Golub tells us, “Piotr went to the 
frontline from Karelia, while his 
wife and son Vanya were evacu-
ated. Th ose were cold and hun-
gry times so, to fi nd food for her 

child, Piotr’s wife stole a sheep 
from a state farm, in despair. 
She was sent to prison where 
she died and Vanya grew up in 
an orphanage. Aft er the war, he 
returned to his aunt Agrippina 
and wrote letters to his uncle 
Kuzma but, aft er Kuzma’s death 
in 1973, all ties were broken.” 

Teachers from Mostok 
school are keen to fi nd Piotr’s 
four sisters and his son Ivan, 
who they believe may still be 
alive. Th ey could then come 
to Belarus to lay fl owers at the 
grave of the man who died to 
bring peace through victory.

Senior sergeant 
returns from war

By Sergey Gomonov

War veterans take part in 
memorial park planting 
in Vitebsk

Aft er the military parade 
at Pobedy Square, our grey-
haired heroes joined the lead-
ership of the region along the 
bank of the Zapadnaya Dvina 
River, planting trees for the 
Alley of Victors. Many arrived 

with their families. Retired 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ivan Pav-
lov brought his great grand-
son Denis, aged 5. At fi rst, the 
boy looked about gingerly, 
then took a spade and began 
to place earth onto the roots 
of a young oak tree.

“I enjoy walking with my 
great grandfather,” he admits. 
“He is a hero! He oft en tells me 
about the war and planes…”

Mr. Pavlov is pleased that 
the alley, laid to mark the 
67th anniversary of Victory 
Day, will please Vitebsk resi-
dents and guests of the city. 
Th e Chairman of the Vitebsk 
Regional Executive Commit-
tee, Alexander Kosinets, who 
worked alongside the veter-
ans, promises that a further 
300 trees will be added in 
summer to the 17 oak trees 
planted so far.

“Fountains will also ap-
pear here. Th e alley itself, 
which will stretch from St. Al-
exander Nevsky’s Church to 
Pobedy Square, will symbolise 
the continuity of generations 
and our continuing victories. 
I’m proud that veterans have 
taken part in the planting of 
the park. Th ey are a ‘cement-
ing’ force in our society and 
their priceless heroic deeds 
will live through the centu-
ries.”

Alley of Victors
boasts strong roots

At Brest Hero Fortress Memorial

During Victory Day celebrations in Minsk

Piotr Velikanov

Planting of trees in Alley of Victors in Vitebsk
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