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Belarusian weightlifter 
wins bronze at European 
Weightlifting Championship, 
hosted by Turkish Antalya. In 
double event — the snatch 
and clean & jerk — the 30 year 
old athlete from Borisov came 
third in the under 105kg, after 
lifting 395kg.

Alongside bronze in the double 
event, Avdeev has also won a small 
bronze medal in the snatch, having 
lift ed 215kg. Overall in the double 
events, the gold went to Russian 
David Bedzhanyan, 23, and silver to 
Russian Maxim Sheiko.

Avdeev’s medal has been the 
only award for the Belarusian team 
at the current European Champi-
onship. However, Belarus’ national 
team lacked its leaders: Anastasia 
Novikova, Andrey Aryamnov and 
Andrey Rybakov. Each already has 
a place at the Olympics, so is now 
training in line with their individual 
schedules.

Our Belarusian weightlift ers 
could have perhaps done better, as 
our girls were close to awards in two 
weight categories. Moreover, just 
one kilogramme separated 18 year 
old Yelena Chichkan (under 53kg) 

and Lyudmila Bril (under 63kg) 
from medals. Chichkan showed the 
same result in the clean & jerk as 
Turkish Aylin Daşdelen and Russian 
Svetlana Cheremshanova — 201kg 
— but, due to her lesser weight, was 
awarded a small silver medal. Lyud-
mila Bril also claimed a small silver 
medal in the clean & jerk, due to her 
lesser weight.

By Vladimir Dmitriev

Th e gymnasts brought home two 
medals from Beijing, while Yulia 
Raskina and the squad also took a 
medal at Sydney. Th is time, Lyubov 
Cherkashina, Melita Stanyuta and 
the squad in team performance will 
have to struggle for medals. Th e 
team size is the same number as in 
Beijing but there is no need to com-
pare them.

Th e team’s head coach, Irina 
Leparskaya, agrees, “In recent years, 
quite a few sportswomen have been 
acknowledged as leaders but only 4 
or 5 could really compete for med-
als. At present, any of our eight 
gymnasts could easily claim vic-
tory and nobody will be surprised. 
Our coaches currently train teams 
all over the globe, gradually raising 
their level from ‘non-gymnastic’ to 
worthy. Competition in London is 
expected to be tough.”

Th e Belarusian team has also 
changed. In Beijing, Lyubov Cher-
kashina made a disappointing 
mistake in the exercise with the 
ball, leaving her in 15th place (in 
the qualifi cation round). However, 
this failure was compensated by 
team leader Inna Zhukova’s silver. 
In London, she is likely to surpass 
the others on the team, although 
she remains modest. Over the past 
four years, Cherkashina has col-
lected many medals at world and 
European championships and is 

now ready to continue her mission 
in London. “In Beijing, I was a nov-
ice but I thought otherwise,” she ad-
mits. “Since then, I’ve become older, 
more experienced, wiser and calm-
er. I have a diff erent view on many 
things and psychology plays a huge 
role at the Olympics.”

Stanyuta is also heading for Lon-
don with new wisdom. Over the past 
four years, she has experienced every 
possible situation — from winning 
her fi rst medal at an early age to in-
jury and the thought of retirement… 
and then her return to gymnastics. 

Recollecting 2010, Melita tells us, 
“Th at injury changed my life. I not 
only experienced it but had to spend 
time restoring my health and fi tness. 
I had to work hard without breaking 
my spirit or giving up. I now believe 
in myself and know I can cope with 
any diffi  culty.”

Th e team which won bronze in 
Beijing has now undergone change. 
Only three of those sportswomen 
are headed to London. Alina Tumi-
lovich has only recently recovered 
from an injury. However, the team 
and their coach — Tatiana Nenashe-

va — are decisive. Ms. Nenasheva 
tells us, “Th e ‘Talent Fair’ — which 
has been observed at junior level in 
recent years — has allowed several 
countries to show some true gym-
nastic leaders. However, this year’s 
competitions have shown that our 
girls can rival anyone.”

Th e girls are wary of forecast-
ing their success in London, while 
assuring us that they’ll ‘do their 
best’. As Ms. Leparskaya notes, any 
of our gymnasts could win a medal 
at the forthcoming Olympics — if 
Fate smiles.

Little time remains until the London Olympics: some are still struggling for their place while others 
excitedly nurse hopes of medals. The National Olympic Committee has begun organising meetings for 
those already chosen. Entitled On the Path to London, the callisthenics team are the first to attend.

Mikhail Avdeev 
climbs the podium

By Dmitry Komarov

Turkish Trabzon hosts 
European Boxing 
Confederation’s Executive 
Committee session, 
determining venue of 2013 
European Championship

Belarus was among three can-
didates (alongside Holland and 
Serbia) applying to host the event. 

However, at the last moment, the 
Serbians dropped out, leaving Bela-
rus clearly unrivalled.

Commenting on the results of 
the vote, the Chairman of the Bela-
rusian Boxing Federation, Dmitry 
Tikhomolov, notes, “Our major 
advantages were our perfectly pre-
pared presentation and comfortable 
conditions for tournament entrants. 
Th e members of the Confedera-

tion’s Executive Committee also 
mentioned Belarus’ experience in 
organising sports tournaments on 
an international scale, as well as 
brilliant boxing traditions.”

Th e offi  cial announcement has 
only confi rmed the fi rst impressions 
of candidates, with Minsk winning 
unanimously.

Th e Belarusian capital last 
hosted the European Boxing Cham-
pionship in 1998, gathering 180 
of the strongest fi ghters from 38 
states, at the Sports Palace. Belarus’ 
Vadim Mezga and Sergey Bykovsky 
claimed bronze while Sergey Dy-
chkov won silver.

Th e qualifi cation round has also 
brought good Olympic news for 
the Belarusian team, with Vazgen 
Safaryants and Mikhail Dolgolev-
ets earning tickets for London this 
summer. Safaryants (under 60kg) 
beat Georgian Koba Pkhakadze in 
a diffi  cult quarter-fi nal match. In 
the under 81kg, in which Dolgole-
vets fought, three Olympic tickets 
were up for grabs; Turkish Bahram 
Muzaff er won the tournament, also 
leaving a London place for the Be-
larusian.

Minsk to host European 
Boxing Championship

Harmony 
of jumps 
worthily 
appreciated
Belarusians win four medals 
at World Sports Acrobatics 
Championship, in American 
Lake Buena Vista

Th e Belarusian team won silver, 
shared with the UK (each earn-
ing 59 points). Gold went to Russia 
(64 points). Svetlana Mikhnevich 
and Yana Yanusik claimed silver in 
the women’s pairs while Belarusian 
Ruslan Fedchenko and Yevgeny 
Kalachev captured bronze in the 
men’s pairs — a triumph mirrored 
by Yulia Kovalenko, Anna Kobyzeva 
and Yulia Khripach (women’s trio).

Among the men’s groups, Bela-
rus’ Kirill Zhdanovich, Kirill Shatov, 
Artem Khvalko and Eduard Vol-
chetsky were placed 6th, while Yuri 
Voitekhovsky and Anzhelika Kash-
panova were 10th in the mixed pairs.

Silver snow 
looks well
Belarusian skier Yuri 
Danilochkin placed second in 
parallel slalom at Finnish Open 
Championship

Th e event took place at the Finn-
ish ski resort of Levi, gathering over 
100 sportsmen from 14 countries. 
Yuri did not perform brilliantly in 
the fi rst competition but, on the sec-
ond day, began gradually improving 
his placing (in the special slalom).
Later, having grown accustomed to 
Levi’s complicated tracks (which host 
a World Cup round), the Belarusian 
created a sensation — winning a 
place in the fi nals in the eye-catching 
parallel slalom. He eventually took 
silver: a true success.
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Press conference of Belarusian callisthenics team  

Belarusian boxer Vazgen Safaryants (in blue) knows how to win

Mikhail Avdeev lifts weights

Gymnasts to recall Beijing 
at London Olympics 2012


