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Winners of fi rst Europe is More 
Than You Think Republican 
contest announced

Over a hundred photos, draw-
ings and collages from across Be-
larus were entered into the com-
petition organised by the Council 
of Europe Information Point in 
Belarus. The winners were de-
termined in two stages: Belaru-
sian and European. First place 
has gone to BSU postgraduate 

Maxim Karlyuk, while Zvyazda 
newspaper photo correspond-
ent Marina Begunkova has taken 
second prize, followed by Maxim 
Lusto — a student at the Mogilev 
State University.

An Internet vote via the 
VKontakte and Facebook social 
networks chose Maxim Karlyuk 
for first place, alongside Yegor 
Blintsov — a student at the Bela-
rusian State Academy of Arts.

All works are available to 
view on the VKontakte and Face-
book social networks, while the 
best pieces are to be exhibited at 
Minsk and regional universities, 
and at 70 business centres and 
administrative buildings in the 
capital. Moreover, free postcards 
are to be issued, presented via 
the official information portals 
and websites of the Council of 
Europe and Information Point.

By Olga Bogachevskaya

The exhibition features graph-
ic and pictorial pieces, in addi-
tion to objects and installations 
created by talented young Vitebsk 
and Minsk artists. ABSTRACT 
is one of the most interesting of 
Vitebsk’s artistic projects — initi-
ated and supervised by Vasily Va-
siliev (of the Belarusian Artists’ 
Union and an associate professor 
at the Vitebsk State Technologi-
cal University). The project aims 
to showcase abstract modern art: 
a major trend in Vitebsk. This as-
pires to focus on form and mood 

rather than reality, following the 
traditions founded in Vitebsk in 
the 1910-1920s by the local Peo-
ple’s Art School. The genre was 
connected primarily with the ex-
periments of Kazimir Malevich 
and UNOVIS members. Later, 
abstract art was supported by 
Alexander Soloviev, who much 
influenced modern artists in the 
city (united by the Kvadrat Asso-
ciation).

Participants of the ABSTRACT 
project are followers of the exper-
iments conducted by the founders 
of the Vitebsk Art School, study-
ing non-objectiveness in art.

Followers 
of Kazimir 
Malevich
Vitebsk presents wide variety
of art at ABSTRACT-2012

By Yevgenia Timofeeva 

Lovers of hip-hop, dance and 
house have gathered at the Palace 
of Sports to show their mastery, 

being judged by top professional 
dancers from the USA, France, It-
aly, Germany, Slovakia, England, 
Ukraine and Poland. The judges 
offered a master class on the first 

day of the event.
Among the artistes conquer-

ing audiences’ hearts was dance 
company Flawless, from the UK. 
Its ten members have appeared in 
such films as Street Dance 2 and 
Street Dance 3D, and have per-
formed with Madonna, Beyoncé, 
Victoria Beckham, Emma Bun-
ton, Westlife and The Sugababes. 
“We’ve known each other for a 
long time, becoming real ‘broth-
ers’. If one of us faces a problem, 
then the other nine help solve 
it. This mutual understanding 
is vital for our stage work, as we 
need to be synchronised in our 
dancing and harmony,” Flawless’ 
dancers explain. “We know that 
youngsters have become inter-
ested in dance clubs after seeing 
films on street dance. If we can 
set a good example, then we’ve 
done our job.”

Every year, Minsk is gaining 
increased interest in the competi-
tion: in 2010, the project gathered 
3,500 people while, in 2011, over 
4,000 took part. This year, around 
5,000 dancers participated.  

Creative views on Europe

In contemporary style 
of hip-hop dancing
Minsk hosts three-day modern dance and extreme sports 
competitions 

By Velyamin Mitrokhin

National Art Museum of 
Belarus presents traditional 
Chinese ‘guo hua’ paintings

Chinese painting has a long his-
tory. Th e Middle Ages saw the emer-
gence of the picture-scroll genre and 
traditional fi ne art styles of ‘gunbi’ 
and ‘sei’. Precise outlines were typi-
cal of ‘gunbi’ (meaning ‘meticulous 
brush work’) so it was sometimes 
called ‘the clear lines style’. Having 
painted the outline, water-based 
mineral paints were used to com-
plete an image. Meanwhile, ‘sei’ was 
less defi ned, with artists using ink 
on a wet brush to depict emotions 
and moods rather than particular 
details. It was called ‘coarse brush 
style’ or ‘the idea painting’.

Th e main painting genres still 
used today originated in the Mid-
dle Ages: landscape (‘shan shui’) 
and ‘fl ower-birds’ (‘huaniao’) are 
among the most enduringly popu-
lar in modern China. Th e past is 
not perceived as something distant 
and obsolete but as a model for the 
present, infl uencing and shaping 
contemporary designs. However, 
this reverence for the past does not 
interfere with the search for some-
thing new.

China boasts an inseparable 
union of painting and calligraphy 
— the art of drawing letters beauti-
fully; it is the nation’s most signifi -
cant fi ne arts tradition. Poets write 
with paintbrushes and drawing ink 
on paper or silk, as do artists.

Th e present exhibition is dis-
playing picture-scrolls by contem-
porary masters Xu Beihong, Mi 
Wen Jie, Yang Fei Hung and Xiao Yu. 
Th ey assign deep poetic meaning to 
every work — from monumental 

landscapes to small images of fl ow-
ers and birds. Xiao Yu is fascinated 
by the modest beauty of autumn lo-
tuses: the soft  beauty of their form 
has a secret, inner life requiring a 
careful approach. Th ey exude a sad 
poetry on the brevity of life.

Each work is captivating in its 
skilful, well-thought-out technique. 
Contemporary Chinese masters 
have discovered the subtle border 
which separates the poetic dream 
world from that of mundane exist-
ence. Th ey are excellent ‘guo hua’ 
masters, able to reveal the whole 
through one small fragment, ex-
pressing the essence of a larger con-
cept.

Motifs full of poetry 
and philosophical 
speculation
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Following Chinese traditions

ABSTRACT-2012 filled with variety

During competition


