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With hosepipe bans 
imminent, there is 
growing concern over 
drought in parts of the 
UK

Aft er two unusually dry 
winters, seven water companies 
across southern and eastern 
England are about to impose 
water restrictions. One way to 
tackle temporary shortages is 
to keep more stock and that 
means more reservoirs. Moreo-
ver, desalination might seem a 
sure-fi re solution.

British people use a lot more 
water than some of their coun-
terparts in Europe. Small steps 
like turning off  the tap while 
brushing teeth would save huge 
amounts of water. Failing to act 

will leave the UK in the same 
situation as Australia and Cy-
prus.

Using meters to monitor 
just how much water people are 
sending down drains, fl ushing 
in toilets and pouring over gar-
dens promises to cut consump-
tion, according to some experts. 
Proponents say metering is the 
fairest way to charge for water 
and contend that people need 
to be held accountable for what 
they use. It is an idea favoured 
by the Government.

For some experts the an-
swer still lies in the much de-
bated idea of channelling water 
from the north, which generally 
sees more rainfall, to the cur-
rently drought-stricken South 
East. A large part of increasing 
demand for water in England 
and Wales will be down to in-
creasing population. Th e pres-
sure on key infrastructure, like 
water, represents one argument 
for signifi cantly reducing im-
migration. An alternative to 
reducing immigration would 
be encouraging long-term 
population transfer from 
parts of the UK like the South 
East of England that suff er 
shortages to those, like the 
North West or Scotland, that 
are less susceptible.

EU to 
simplify 
crossborder 
vehicle re-
registration
Life for those wishing to 
re-register their car in 
another part of Europe 
may soon be about to get 
easier

Changing number plates 
continues to be one of the 
biggest bureaucratic gripes 
for many motorists switch-
ing countries inside the EU. 
Numerous technical tests, 
double payment and other 
red tape remain common 
complaints.

But, Brussels is vowing 
to end the administrative 
nightmare within the next 
year or so. Under the Eu-
ropean Commission’s plan, 
member countries must 
make re-registration pro-
cedures for cars, and other 
vehicles, including trucks, 
much simpler. Eventually, 
that should also make buy-
ing second hand vehicles 
elsewhere in the EU and 
returning home, easier. In 
addition, it could be good 
news for tourists wishing 
to rent. Currently car rental 
companies face difficulties 
moving vehicles around the 
bloc.

Collectively, the bloc 
gave some 55 billion Euros 
in 2011, down from the 57.6 
billion the previous year. 
While some countries, like 
Italy and Sweden actually 
increased their contribution, 
Spain and Greece made big 
cuts — a sign Europe’s eco-
nomic problems are hitting 
budgets hard.

Th e Commission’s De-
velopment Chief insists even 
in times of fi nancial crisis, 
the EU must not forget the 
world’s poor. “Look to what 
happens now in Mali, or 
what happens in Somalia, 
the situation in Sudan. Un-
fortunately, there is a billion 
people that live under the 
poverty threshold, and the 
worst is that the people are 
so vulnerable that any natu-
ral catastrophe, or war, com-
pletely destroys their liveli-
hood,” EU Commissioner 
for Development Andris 
Piebalgs said. Future EU 
aid is also likely to focus on 
Africa instead of the world’s 
emerging powerhouses like 
Brazil and India, a trend 
which worries some. 

Olivier Consolo, Direc-
tor of the NGO Concord, 

said, ‘‘When looking at the 
poorest populations, today 
two thirds of the world’s 
poor live in countries that 

have strong economic 
growth. What you might call 
lower wage countries — the 
middle income countries. 

Even so, we are very con-
cerned about the decline in 
European aid to these states 
where the majority of the 

world’s poor live today.”
Th e EU is the world’s 

biggest aid donor, followed 
by the US and Japan.

Germany’s competition 
watchdog launches 
investigation into fi ve 
major oil companies 
after complaints alleging 
they were driving 
independent fi lling 
stations out of business.

Under close examination 
are Exxon Mobil Corp.’s Esso, 
ConocoPhillips’s Jet, Royal 
Dutch Shell, Total SA, and 
AralAG which is owned by 
BP. Th e Federal Cartel Offi  ce 
said at the heart of the probe 
will be a close look at their 
pricing practices to see if they 
were unfair.

Five multinational com-
panies supply fuel to roughly 
two-thirds of the German 
market. Th e remaining one 

third are independent retail-
ers who are obliged to pur-
chase most of their petrol 
from the fi ve but claim they 
are paying over the odds.

Charging the independ-
ents more or, on the other 
hand, selling their own petrol 
at below cost price at their 
own service stations are just 
two alleged practices. But a 
spokesperson for one of the 
multinationals said the com-
panies were acting within 
the law. With petrol prices 
in Germany having reached 
record highs particularly 
ahead of the Easter holiday, 
consumer groups say a debate 
on whether to curb the main 
petrol providers’ pricing pow-
er is not before time.

Yahoo confi rms it is axing 
about 2,000 posts, which 
amounts to 14 percent of 
its workforce being laid 
off 

Th e California-based 
company said the cuts were 
part of eff orts to make it 
‘smaller, nimbler, more prof-
itable’. Th e Web portal has 
700m users, but has failed to 
keep up with rival Google in 
the search engine business, 

while its popular webmail 
service has been overtaken 
by social media such as Fa-
cebook and Twitter. Yahoo 
expects its cost-cutting pro-
gramme to save $375m a 
year. 

However, severance pay is 
expected to cost the company 
a one-off  $125m-145m. Th e 
aff ected employees will be 
notifi ed later. It is the strug-
gling company’s sixth round 

of redundancies in the last 
four years, with the latest an-
nouncement bringing the to-
tal to almost 6,000 jobs loss-
es. Th is is the biggest round 
yet — beating the 1,500 laid 
off  in late 2008 in response to 
the recession. Yahoo has also 
changed its chief executive 
twice over in the same pe-
riod, but has as yet failed to 
turn around its fortunes.

Th e fi rm said it would re-

veal more details of its new 
stategy when it releases its 
next set of results on April 
17th. “We are intensifying 
our eff orts on our core busi-
nesses and redeploying re-
sources to our most urgent 
priorities,” said Yahoo’s cur-
rent Chief Executive, Scott 
Th ompson. He said it would 
move ‘aggressively’ towards 
its goal of putting users and 
advertisers fi rst.

After a decade of steady increases, EU development aid fell for the first time last 
year, latest figures from the OECD show 

EU development aid falls

German watchdog launches 
probe into petrol pricing

Yahoo lays off 2,000 employees

Several radical 
solutions for the 
water shortage
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A motorist holds a fuel pump at a petrol station

Congolese women carrying firewood walk through the streets of Kitchanga, a town in eastern Congo


