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By Piotr Dovlatov

Of course, a personal e-
tutor with artificial intelli-
gence, can’t replace a regu-
lar teacher. However, it can 
help pupils master certain 
subjects more quickly, en-
couraging them to learn 
independently and form 
a particular picture of the 
world. Such improvements 
in the teaching of school-
children and students are 
being developed at the Be-
larusian State University 
of Informatics and Radio-
electronics’ Department 
for Intellectual Informa-
tion Technologies. Using 
the experience of the best 
lecturers in each field, an 
intelligent training system 
is being tested.

This contains an exten-
sive database in addition 
to navigation and search 
methods, algorithms for 
knowledge processing, 
methods and strategies for 
task solution and an acces-
sible interface for users.  
The system can track each 
individual’s work stage-by-
stage and, on finding a mis-
take, can select a reason for 
the misunderstanding, of-
fering further training ma-
terials for home study and 
recommendations on how 
to use them. This should 

considerably reduce time 
spent studying while en-
hancing its effectiveness.

The BSUIR also plans to 
join forces with the Belaru-
sian National Academy of 
Sciences’ United Institute 

of Informatics Problems, to 
‘clone’ teachers. The Head 
of the Belarusian State 
University of Informatics 
and Radioelectronics’ De-
partment for Intellectual 
Information Technologies, 

Vladimir Golenkov, ex-
plains, “Dialogue between 
users and the training 
system is currently con-
ducted via written mes-
sages. However, it would 
be great to supplement this 

with a speech synthesiser, 
allowing us to reproduce 
the voice and, even, facial 
expression of a person (to 
appear on a monitor). Ex-
periments regarding speech 
cloning and the placement 

of synchronised facial ex-
pressions are being run un-
der the guidance of Doctor 
of Technical Sciences Boris 
Lobanov.”

He continues, “It won’t 
take long to combine our 
developments. Important-
ly, students will more read-
ily accept guidance from 
an e-teacher which repli-
cates the personality of a 
human lecturer (known or 
otherwise). We can repro-
duce the manner and style 
of individual teachers, in-
cluding their polemic ap-
proach, common phrases, 
use of hesitation and, even, 
deviations from normal 
pronunciation. Pupils will 
have the illusion of chat-
ting with a living person. 
Of course, we’ll need to 
ask permission from teach-
ers. Some might question 
whether robot-teachers 
are necessary, since living 
teachers are to hand in the 
classroom, able to advise 
and assist. We believe that 
they are needed — even 
more than some might 
think. Education needs 
to keep pace with the lat-
est technology, which can 
be difficult for teachers. 
Meanwhile, an intelligent 
training system can be au-
tomatically updated via the 
Internet.”

Electronic robot personified 
in image of favourite teacher
Scientists aim to teach pupils via intelligent training system

By Veronika Gromova

“The exhibits and videos 
for the new museum are almost 
ready, with the launch to coincide 
with the 20th anniversary of Be-
larus proclaiming its sovereignty,’ 
explains the Director of the Na-
tional History Museum, Sergey 

Vecher. The new museum is to be 
a branch of the National History 
Museum. As Mr. Vecher explains, 
“The realities of modern Belarus 
deserve no less attention than the 
complicated history of our state. 
It’s important that we position 
Belarus as an independent coun-
try, telling visitors to Minsk of its 

economic and cultural achieve-
ments.”

Speaking of international col-
laboration in the museum sphere, 
Mr. Vecher notes that, in late 2011, 
an agreement was signed with 
Lithuania’s National History Mu-
seum to create a virtual exhibition 
of Vilno’s Belarusian Museum. 
The latter features many artefacts 
relating to the history and culture 
of the Belarusian nation in the pe-
riod between the wars. It was set 
up in 1918 by famous Belarusian 
archaeologist Ivan Lutskevich 
(whose 130th birthday was cel-
ebrated last year). At present, an 
agreement is being signed to re-
alise a joint exhibition with the 
museum located within the Pal-
ace of Grand Dukes of Lithuania, 
in Vilnius. It will open at the Na-
tional History Museum of Belarus 
in April, devoted to the history of 
the palace and the life of its fa-
mous dukes. Medieval tapestries, 
weapons and maps from the time 
of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania 
will be on show.

Moreover, the national history 

museums of Belarus and Russia 
plan to launch Golden Items from 
the Collections of the State History 
Museum, featuring 16th-early 
20th century decorative-and-ap-
plied arts, in addition to rare 
printed editions decorated with 
gold.

Mr. Vecher tells us that his 
museum is currently hosting an 
exhibition devoted to the 200th 
anniversary of the 1812 War, 
showcasing items from the Mogi-
lev and Vitebsk regional local 
history museums, Kobrin’s A.V. 
Suvorov Military-Historical Mu-
seum, the National Library of Be-
larus and the National Archives of 
Belarus. Military uniforms have 
been recreated for the exhibition.

Attributes of sovereignty 
to go on show at museum
Museum of Belarusian Statehood to open in Minsk this spring

‘Grannies
by the hour’
in Gomel
By Tatiana Petrova

New service off ered by Elderly 
People — Golden Resource of 
Society project

‘Grannies by the hour’ is a vol-
unteer initiative provided free of 
charge, whereby pensioners will of-
fer to donate several hours of their 
free time to children of lonely moth-
ers or those lacking their own living 
grannies.

Training seminars are being or-
ganised for the selected ‘grannies’, 
off ering advice on how to chat and 
play with children. Almost all those 
taking part already have experience 
with youngsters, having been work-
ing at district social service centres 
or having been teachers. “In imple-
menting this service, we hope to 
make use of the potential of elderly 
people while improving their quality 
of life. Moreover, this should allow 
us to establish and strengthen dia-
logue between various generations,” 
explains the project’s co-ordinator, 
Irina Kekukh.

Th e project is being realised as 
part of the Republican Dialogue is 
A Meeting Point programme, sup-
ported by the Memory, Responsibil-
ity and Future German Fund. 
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Symbols of contemporary statehood have their place in history

Parade on Independence Day

Schoolchildren keen to use electronic textbooks and other innovations


