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By Lidia Volokhova

Sorrow brings people closer. 
25 years ago, the Japan Cherno-
byl Foundation was among the fi rst 
foreign organisations to assist Bela-
rusians aff ected by the Chernobyl 
disaster. It remains among the few 
international public organisations 
off ering humanitarian co-opera-
tion to Gomel Region partners. Th e 
Chairman of the Foundation, the 
Chief Doctor of Shinshu Univer-
sity Hospital, Minoru Kamata, has 
received Belarus’ Frantsisk Skorina 
Order for his humanitarian eff orts 
in alleviating the consequences of 
the nuclear disaster: a true state 
honour.

Of course, the recent earth-
quake led to disaster at the Fuku-
shima-1 nuclear power station, 
bringing sorrow to Japan. Now, 
Gomel residents are ready to off er 
all possible assistance to Japanese 
citizens aff ected by the disaster: 
primarily, sharing their valuable 
experience. As the south-eastern 
territories of Belarus had to learn 
from their own mistakes in dealing 
with the results of the Chernobyl 
disaster, they now boast huge ex-
perience and extensive knowledge. 
Accordingly, we can help Japan fi nd 
the best solution, free of too many 
mistakes. 

Sato Kentaro joined other vil-
lagers from the aff ected area in 
leaving his home, which is suff er-
ing from a high level of nuclear 
contamination. He admits that he’d 
love to return to enjoy life. Taka-
mura Mihara, the mother of three 
children, has also been aff ected by 
the disaster. Th ey learnt about Bela-
rus’ experience of tackling nuclear 
problems from fi lms shown on 
Japanese television. TV journalists 
have many times visited our nation 
at the centre of Europe, studying 
the situation in the Gomel Region 

and the Bragin District (one of the 
six most aff ected territories). Scien-
tists and state offi  cials also visited 
Belarus at the end of 2011, taking 
back useful information to Japan. 
It’s always best to see everything 
with your own eyes of course. As 
a result, some people from the af-
fected Japanese region have visited 
Belarus — with the Japan Cherno-
byl Foundation delegation. Th ey 
began in the Gomel Region’s Vetka 
District (with which the Founda-
tion closely liaises). Unsurprisingly, 
Mr. Kamata was welcomed as an 
old friend. 

Sato Kentaro and Takamura 
Mihara accepted everything with 
interest and were most impressed 
by Zhelezniki villagers — who also 
experienced re-settlement aft er the 
disaster. In fact, over two dozen 

villagers still reside in the village, 
which boasts a wonderful 18th 
century Orthodox church. Life is 
returning to the village, with new 
homes being built. Th e Japanese 
guests chatted with the elderly Ga-
talskys, who refused to leave aft er 
the Chernobyl tragedy. Th ey con-
tinue to live independently, plant-
ing vegetables. Th ey even keep a 
horse. However, before eating their 
produce, they check its radionu-
clide content. 

Republican Scientifi c-Practi-
cal Centre of Radiation Medicine 
and Ecology and the Belarusian 
Emergency Ministry’s Institute of 
Radiology were next on the tour. 
Th e guests were able to see that life 
can continue, even in aff ected terri-
tories. Mr. Kentaro tells us, “What 
we’ve seen and learnt of the life of 

people residing in contaminated ter-
ritories drastically diff ers from our 
initial views. People live and work 
here peacefully, which is inspiring. 
We hope that mutual assistance in 
solving our common problems will 
continue in the future.”

“Our citizens who have suff ered 
from the Fukushima-1 nuclear 
power station disaster are experi-
encing stress. In fact, everyone in 
Japan feels concerned — even those 
who were not aff ected directly,” 
adds Mr. Kamata. “We hope your 
experience will help us overcome 
our problems.” 

Despite the Japanese needing 
material and fi nancial assistance, 
the Foundation plans to continue 
helping those aff ected by the Cher-
nobyl tragedy. “It’s what our people 
wish to do,” explains Mr. Kamata.

Belarus climbs from 84th 
(in 2008) to 48th place 
in United Nations E-
Government Survey

Russia has moved up to 
30th position from 63rd (33 
points) in the UN survey, 
while Kazakhstan has risen 
from 91st to 78th (13 points). 
“Among Customs Union 
member states, Belarus has 
shown the highest rate of 
growth in IT infrastructure 
over the last two years. Th is al-
lows us to satisfy the increased 
needs of citizens, business 

and the state,” emphasises the 
Ministry of Communications 
and Informatisation.

Th e UN E-Government 
Survey for 2012 — E-Gov-
ernment for the People — has 
been published by the UN De-
partment for Economic and 
Social Aff airs. It examines the 
institutional framework for 
e-government and the abil-
ity of state bodies in over 190 
countries to use information-
communication technologies 
to render state services.  

Th e e-government com-

posite index comprises 
three indicators: the volume 
and quality of online serv-
ices; the level of develop-
ment of telecommunication 
infrastructure; and human 
capital. Meanwhile, coun-
tries are divided into several 
regions. Belarus is within 
Eastern Europe — alongside 
leading European states. 

Th e countries of Eastern 
Europe have improved their 
e-government development 
by 16 percent on average 
but have failed to maintain 
their fi nal rankings — ex-
cept for Belarus and Russia. 
In all, Belarus has improved 
its position by three points, 
occupying 61st place among 
193 countries.

Friends show themselves 
in times of sorrow
Japanese suffering from Fukushima-1 disaster study Belarusian ‘Chernobyl experience’

Rise of 36 
points in UN 
E-Government 
Survey

By Roman Anikeyev

Belarusians in Turkey to 
be able to assert their 
rights and interests on 
equal basis with Turkish 
residents

Belarusians in Turkey 
will soon enjoy the same 
level of court and legal pro-
tection of their rights and 
interests as native citizens. 
An agreement on legal as-
sistance regarding civil, 
economic and criminal 
cases was recently signed 
during a visit by the Be-
larusian Justice Minister, 
Oleg Slizhevsky, to Turkey.

Moreover, the docu-
ment envisages mutual 
recognition and enforce-
ment of judgments. This 
will help the law enforce-
ment bodies of Belarus and 

Turkey decide how to con-
duct legal searches, expert 
analysis, tracing and the 
arrest of property.

“Taking into account 
the number of Belarusians 
visiting this country, the 
agreement is of exceptional 
value,” the Justice Ministry 
stresses.

During the visit, Mr. 
Slizhevsky met top execu-
tives from the Justice Min-
istry and Turkish Council 
of State, as well as from 
the appellate and consti-
tutional courts of Turkey, 
discussing possible joint 
projects to improve inter-
state collaboration in the 
legal sphere. This should 
positively influence eco-
nomic relations and the 
fulfilment of investment 
activity.

Customs 
officers 
preparing 
to welcome 
football fans
By Darya Kurilova

‘Green corridors’ between 
Belarus, Russia and Ukraine 
planned for Euro-2012

According to the Chairman 
of the State Customs Service of 
Ukraine, Igor Kaletnik, the facili-
tated border crossing procedure 
may stay in place even after Euro-
2012.

The State Customs Committee 
of Belarus, the Federal Customs 
Service of Russia and the State 
Customs Service of Ukraine have 
signed a trilateral memorandum 
of intent to co-operate during the 
2012 European Football Champi-
onships in Vitebsk. The document 
envisages simplification of cus-
toms procedures to allow people 
and commodities to cross the bor-
der more easily during the foot-
ball event. ‘Green corridors’ are 
planned, while the working hours 
of all border checkpoints are to 
be synchronised. In addition, law 
enforcement actions have been 
agreed.

“If this pilot project yields 
good results, its duration may be 
extended beyond Euro-2012,” Mr. 
Kaletnik notes.

The memorandum clearly lays 
down measures required of cus-
toms services, with all personnel 
being placed on duty. “This will be 
a trail run for the upcoming 2014 
IIHF World Championships. Sim-
ilar agreements are to be signed 
with our neighbours on the eve of 
the event,” explains the Chairman 
of the State Customs Committee 
of Belarus, Alexander Shpilevsky.

A session of the United Board 
of the Customs Services of Cus-
toms Union members (Bela-
rus, Russia and Kazakhstan) has 
also taken place in Vitebsk, with 
Ukraine in attendance as an ob-
server.

First assistance to 
come in due time
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Delegation from Japan studies Gomel Region’s experience in overcoming Chernobyl consequences

Telecommunication innovations on show in Minsk


