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On integration
We’ve created the Customs 

Union and, in January, launched 
the Single Economic Space: a 
higher level of integration. We 
must now decide what to do with 
the EurAsEC, as it has met its 
function, fulfilling all its goals. 
What’s next? Back in January, we 
said that the EurAsEC should be 
reorganised. It’s an international 
organisation, so it can’t just be 
dissolved. It needs to be reor-
ganised into something… We’d 
agreed to meet in March to decide 
on what to do with the EurAsEC, 
so we’ve met.

Russia had undertaken to 
prepare a draft on this issue and 
has done well, preparing our 
Treaty on the Reorganisation of 
the Eurasian Economic Commu-
nity into the Eurasian Economic 
Union. Previously, we’d agreed 
that, from 2015, we’d join this 
Eurasian Economic Union. The 
Russians are proposing that we 
accelerate the process and Bela-
rus has supported them, paying 
attention to two positions. Our 
Economic Commission has the 
right to sign agreements within 
the international arena on be-
half of all three members. I told 
them that we aren’t against this. 
However, if this is a stumbling 
block we would agree to this al-
though we ourselves — Russia, 
Kazakhstan and Belarus — can 
sign treaties in our own name. 
The Eurasian Economic Union is 
an economic organisation while 
treaties can be political, mili-
tary-political, etc.

Meanwhile, we’ve agreed 
that, if necessary, our Single Eco-
nomic Commission can negotiate 

in the name of all three states. It 
has the power to do so. However, 
we haven’t yet adopted the draft 
treaty or signed it. Why? Kaza-
khstan objects to our proposals, 
announcing that there’s no need 
to speed up the process. It has 
the right to its opinion, of course. 
We’ve agreed to see the Union en-
tering into force in 2015.

On a possible change of 
venue for the 2014 IIHF 
Championships

I’ve heard such conversa-
tions… but it’s a completely po-
liticised process; it has nothing to 
do with sport. If this actually hap-
pened, it would damage the repu-
tation of the Hockey Federation 
— if not the whole image of world 
sport. Belarus deserves to host 
this World Championship, having 
done a great deal. I’m confident 
that, if this championship is held 
in Minsk, journalists will say that 
they’ve never seen anything of the 
kind before and nothing similar 
will be seen in future.

On faith
We all believe in something; 

however, I prefer that such issues 
aren’t placed at the forefront. I 
don’t really understand those who 
refused to allow someone to enter 
church yesterday, while standing 
there publicly today and holding 
candles in their hands. However, 
if I were to identify myself with 
one faith it would be Orthodox 
Christianity.

On the execution
of terrorists

The European Union had 
never asked me to postpone the 

execution of these people! The 
European Union has always de-
manded, rather, that we abolish 
the death penalty. The verdict 
was delivered last autumn and 
several months have passed. I 
wasn’t asked to postpone the 
death penalty in exchange for 
some political concessions. How-
ever, even if I was asked this, the 
situation would the same; these 
are completely irreconcilable is-
sues. Political concessions from 
the West demand that we take 
political steps to meet them half-
way. This is a criminal act: an 
extreme criminal act. It can’t be 
permitted.

You know, I don’t give any in-
structions in such matters. I just 
didn’t grant them a pardon. I’ve 
taken several such decisions dur-
ing my presidency. It’s my bur-
den: the President’s cross. It was 
another tragedy in my life. How-
ever, I sympathise more with the 
parents of those who died and, 
alas, I am unable to help.

The investigative process was 
transparent, featuring employ-
ees of the Russian Federal Secu-
rity Service, Israeli Mossad and 
Interpol. They had not a single 
doubt at any stage of the inves-
tigation. From the very first 
interrogation, everything was 
captured on video and audio re-
corded, as I demanded. From the 
very first moment, they admitted 
their guilt. They showed and told 
us everything, as proven by the 
evidence. The judicial trial was 
also completely open, with the 
hall seating 400. Everyone was 
there: the parents of the accused, 
those who had lost relatives and 
those badly injured. The process 

was open and, if their mothers 
had any doubts or suspicions, 
even the least detail was checked 
and verified — as I insisted.

Now, they hint at falsifica-
tion and rigging… Why would 
I need to do that? Put yourself 
in my place and answer, what 
purpose does falsification serve? 
If we speak sincerely, when the 
terrorist act happened, I deeply 
doubted that we’d find those re-
sponsible, as such acts are very 
difficult to detect.

On fidelity to principles
I have absolute faith in the 

justice of the decision. I don’t 
doubt it in any way. I’m often told 
how young they were but I was in 
the metro forty minutes after the 
terrorist act, risking my own life 
— since a second explosion was 
possible. However, I had no other 
choice. I survived the event, as I 
can bear witness. I will also bear 
my cross. Either I consult with 
God or not — as is my own busi-
ness. It was my right to grant a 
pardon or not. I can still see in 
front my eyes the scattered body 
parts and deformed carriages…

What about the two hundred 
who were badly injured? Just im-
agine, two hundred disabled peo-
ple! A mother, a father, a sister or 
a brother comes home from work 
and sees their wife or husband 
badly injured, without a leg or 
an eye… Who cannot sympathise 
with them?

This was an emergency case 
for Belarus — an abnormal ca-
tastrophe that has been dealt 
with in the strictest way, however 
it affects me and those who come 
after me.

Abolishment 
closer to hand
Agreement prepared to abolish 
visas between Belarus and 
Turkey

Th e head of the Turkish diplo-
matic mission in Minsk, Cevat Nez-
ihi Ozkaya, has told BSU students 
that he expects the abolishment of 
the visa regime to encourage more 
Turkish visitors to come to Belarus. 
Speaking at the event organised by 
the Dialogue Eurasia public asso-
ciation, with assistance from the For-
eign Policy and Security Research 
Centre, he noted, “When Turkish 
entrepreneurs look at Belarus they 
see beyond our borders to the Baltic 
States, Poland, Ukraine, Scandinavia 
and huge Russia. When injecting 
money here, investors have wider 
prospects in mind.”

Th e Ambassador also noted that 
Turkey is a popular place for Bela-
rusian holidaymakers, with 160,000 
Belarusian residents travelling there 
in 2011.

E-assistant 
always
to hand
Unique Bureau of Social 
Information cuts social 
workers’ paperwork regarding 
those under their care

Th e unifi ed computer database in-
cludes over 4,000 answers to frequently 
asked questions (about inheritance, 
property and social rights). Legislative 
acts, almost 2,500 e-publications, and 
data on over 7,000 social organisations 
are ever to hand.

Th e system is already fully opera-
tional in Gantsevichi, Bereza and Ko-
brin. According to the Bureau of Social 
Information’s co-ordinator, Marina 
Naranovich, few problems have arisen 
and the fi eld fi lters allow the necessary 
document to be found very quickly.

Conversation to determined 
topic held in sincere format
During his visit to Moscow, the President of Belarus gave a TV interview
to Russia Today. Here, we publish the major details.

Debate in 
Qatari capital
Belarus has taken part in the 
Third Ministerial Meeting of 
the Non-Aligned Movement on 
the Advancement of Women, 
hosted by Doha

Th e Belarusian delegation was 
headed by the Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of Be-
larus to the United Arab Emirates, 
H.E. Mr. Alexander Semeshko. Th e 
event brought together representa-
tives of the 82 NAM member states, 
as well as a number of countries and 
organisations with observer status. 
During the meeting, Mr. Semeshko 
stressed the eff orts of Belarus to-
wards achieving gender equality, and 
women’s rights. He noted Belarusian 
initiatives in creating the Global 
Partnership against Slavery and Traf-
fi cking in Human Beings in the 21st 
Century.

Th e Ministerial Meeting brought 
about the Doha Declaration and a 
programme of measures to advance 
women’s position in the contem-
porary world. Th ese include equal 
access to education and decision-
making, improving health care, 
guaranteeing economic rights and 
protecting women from violence.
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Alexander Lukashenko answers questions of Russia Today TV host with frank honesty


