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By Anna Gromova

Ancient women’s Bela-
rusian costumes from the 
late 19th-early 20th cen-
tury and national rushniks 
are on show. All are on 
loan from the Museum of 
Ancient Belarusian Culture 
(of the National Academy 
of Sciences of Belarus’ K. 
Krapiva Institute of Study 
of Arts, Ethnography and 
Folklore). They are won-
derful examples of Belaru-
sian culture, which should 
attract attention towards 
Belarusian history, art and 
culture.

The show has already 
aroused great interest, in-
cluding from representa-
tives of the political elite, 
business circles and foreign 
diplomats.

Traditional costume is a 
vital element of Belarusian 
ethnic culture, being hand-
woven and embroidered, 
and embellished with hand-
made lace. Meanwhile, em-
broidered rushnik cloths 
were traditional household 

items which also had ritual 
significance, used to mark 
occasions such as baptisms 
and weddings. They were 
often presented as gifts, and 
were imbued with symbolic 
protective qualities.

Exhibition of ancient 
Belarusian costume and 
rushniks, organised in 
London, brightly reflects 
wealth of Belarusian cul-
ture, as noted by Vice 
Mayor of London’s Royal 
Borough of Kensington 
and Chelsea, Elizabeth Ru-
therford, on visiting the 
Belarusian exhibition.

Ms. Rutherford was 
greatly impressed with the 
beauty of the ancient cos-
tumes of Belarusian wom-
en, brought to London by 
the Museum of Ancient 
Belarusian Culture. The 
exhibition primarily show-
cases married women’s cos-
tumes, with just one exam-
ple of an outfit once worn 
by an unmarried girl (they 
were allowed to leave some 
of their braids showing).

The Director of the 

Museum of Ancient Bela-
rusian Culture, Boris La-
zuko, and candidate of art 
history Maria Vinnikova 
tell us that each Belarusian 
region decorated its outfits 
uniquely. Costumes from 
the Starye Dorogi, Malori-
ta, Kobrin, Berezino and 
Kalinkovichi districts are 
on show, each hand-made 
from natural flax and cot-
ton; wool was used only 
for winter skirts. Ms. Ru-
therford commented that 
Britain is also known for 
its winter woollen skirts.

Ms. Rutherford is keen 
to learn more about Bela-
rusian culture and the tra-
ditions of bygone years and 
the present day, and hopes 
that the exhibition in Lon-
don will be well attended, 
so that others can also 
learn from the fascinat-
ing display. In fact, many 
guests praised the exhibits, 
showing that British peo-
ple find Belarusian culture 
intriguing.

The exhibition was ac-
companied by ancient Be-

larusian music performed 
by young musician Alexan-
der Surba, on the Belaru-
sian duda — an instrument 

which he made himself.
The Museum of An-

cient Belarusian Culture is 
a major cultural research 

and enlightening centre. In 
2001, its collections were 
recognised as a national 
scientific treasure.

Amazing exhibition of ancient Belarusian 
costumes and rushniks hosted by Belarusian 
Embassy to the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland

Unique exhibits 
always arouse 
great interest

Book rarities neighbour e-books
By Semen Kulagin 

This is the first project 
of its kind at Mogilev’s Y. 
Romanov Regional Local 
History Museum. It show-
cases unique exhibits, in 
addition to works by fa-
mous figures of science and 
culture and widely popu-
lar editions. Each item on 
show has its own history, 
while many are on display 
for the first time.

The Mogilev museum 
holds over 15,000 books, 
dating from the 16th-21st 
century. Each century is 
represented by its own 
rarities, with the exhibition 
uniting ancient manuscripts 
and modern e-books. Visi-
tors can learn of the history 
of written language devel-
opment via ancient manu-
scripts and hand-written 
Slavonic books, discover-
ing how book printing was 
invented and how publish-
ing has evolved since the 
first works were printed by 

Frantsisk Skorina and his 
followers.

Those interested in 
history, literature and an-
cient books are sure to be 
attracted by the rare edi-

tions, which include the 
oldest book in the Mogi-
lev Region: Short Catho-
lic Tales for Each Week for 
Theologist-Jesuits and for 
Each Holiday of the Year 

— published by Jakub Wu-
jek in Polish in 1590. Sev-
eral 18th century Cyrillic 
language books also de-
serve attention, created by 
publishing houses in Vil-
nius, Grodno and Supraśl. 
Meanwhile all the books 
are collected in a catalogue: 
Belarus’ Book. The last Be-
larusian chronicle — trans-
lated from Polish to Rus-
sian by Nikolay Gortynsky 
and published in Moscow 
in 1887 — is also on show: 
Chronicles of the Belarusian 
City of Mogilev. Some ex-
hibits are devoted to famous 
Belarusian historical, sci-
entific and cultural figures 
(Adam Mickiewicz, Fran-
tishek Bogushevich and 
Wincenty Dunin-Marcink-
iewicz), classical writers 
(Yanka Kupala and Yakub 
Kolas) and their followers 
(Maxim Tank, Vladimir 
Korotkevich, Vasily Bykov 
and others). Books from 
the private collection of our 
famous countryman Otto 

Schmidt, the Soviet Union 
Hero and famous Arctic re-
searcher, occupy a worthy 
place at the exhibition. In 
the 1920s, he headed the 
State Publishing House 
and, in 1937, was the Edi-
tor-in-Chief of the Large 
Soviet Encyclopaedia.

Visitors can also see 
books printed by famous 
USSR and BSSR publish-
ing houses, as well as those 
from the Mogilev Region-
al Publishing House and 
Mogilev’s private publish-
ing house — AmeliaPrint. 
Some of the more extraor-
dinary editions include 
miniature and large size 
books, in addition to those 
which have won prizes at 
the Art of Book interna-
tional contest and national 
contests. Books from the li-
brary of the Mogilev Men’s 
Gymnasium are also on 
show, including editions 
from the 19th-early 20th 
century which were used to 
classically educate pupils.

Works by famous figures of science and culture on show in Mogilev

Lithuanian 
paths
of Yanka 
Kupala

Over the River Viliya 
photo exhibition at Yanka 
Kupala State Literary Muse-
um in Minsk shows places in 
Lithuania which are connect-
ed with the life and creativ-
ity of prominent Belarusian 
writer Yanka Kupala, depict-
ing our neighbour through 
the eyes of its residents

Th e Fotoexpress.lt Photo 
Club, which unites over 200 
photographers from Lithua-
nia, has been establishing cre-
ative contacts with colleagues 
from around the world. In late 
2011, the Belarusian Minsk 
Folk Photo Club joined their 
number. Meanwhile, the Yan-
ka Kupala Literary Museum 
has long been liaising with 
the Lithuanian group. Th e 
Over the River Viliya (Open 
Lithuania) exhibition is the 
result of co-operation with 
the Lithuanian Foreign Min-
istry and the Belarusian Em-
bassy to Lithuania.
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Each epoch has its own rarities

Costume made from assorted fabrics, mixing styles and trends


