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Materials prepared with aid of 
information agencies

US military offi  cially ends 
its war in Iraq

Nearly nine years aft er 
the invasion that ousted 
Saddam Hussein, the war 
has cost the US nearly 4,500 
lives and countless billions 
of Dollars. It has cost Iraq 
much more, and despite the 
heavy price tag, some say it 
is too soon to be sure it was 
worth it.

“We undertake this tran-
sition today reminding Iraq 
that it has in the United 
States a committed friend 
and a committed partner. We 
owe it to all of the lives that 
have been sacrifi ced in this 
war not to fail,” said Defence 
Secretary Leon Panetta.

In Fallujah, the centre of 

an al-Qaeda insurgency and 
some of the war’s bloodiest 
fi ghting, some among a crowd 
of thousands burned US fl ags. 
In Baghdad, there was also 
despair about the outcome. 
“What have they accom-
plished? Nothing. From the 
fi rst day they arrived, they de-
stroyed the country and ever 
since they have sown seeds 
of division and sectarianism,” 
said one young man.

Th e last 4,000 US troops 
will leave by the end of the 
year. Th e US military is say-
ing it leaves behind a re-
formed, well-trained Iraqi 
army that can meet the 
challenges ahead. Just what 
those challenges may be are 
unclear.

Apple 
contract nets 
more than 
1m Euros 
at auction
It is only a simple black and 
white document but the 
contract that established Apple 
as a company has been sold at 
auction in New York for more 
than a million Euros — 1.2 to 
be exact

Six bidders competed for the 
item that eventually sold for more 
than 10 times its estimated price. 
Th e winner was Eduardo Cisneros, 
chief executive of a private me-
dia, entertainment and telecoms 
business. Auction house Sothebys 
was more than happy. Its Head of 
Books and Manuscripts, Richard 
Austin, said, “Well, it certainly re-
fl ects the love that a lot of people 
have for Apple as a brand and as an 
idea. It’s also a great example for a 
lot of people of combining technol-
ogy and design. So, someone who 
was able to do that and do that con-
sistently well… I mean, I think the 
biggest, probably, sign of Apples 
value is the fact that it has a market 
cap of 350 billion Dollars.”

Th e contract stated Steve Jobs 
and Steve Wozniak were Apple’s 
main shareholders with 45 percent 
each. Th e rest is hi-tech history.

In addition, the jobless fi gures 
look set to rise further as the Gov-
ernment lays off  workers to reduce 
public spending and private compa-
nies — facing the threat of a renewed 
recession — or cut back on staff  or 
do not hire. In the three months to 
October, the number of unemployed 
Britons rose by 128,000 to just under 
2.64 million and 22 percent of 16 to 24 
year olds do not have a job.

And many of those looking for 
work, like Michelle Pouyioukkas, are 
becoming disheartened, “Aft er you 
have sent 20 applications for jobs and 
you only hear from one, and that is 
sometimes just to say ‘No thank you’ 
it is quite soul-destroying, so I tend to 
get fed up and say ‘What’s the point?’”

Responding to opposition criti-
cism in Parliament, Prime Minister 
David Cameron said unemployment 
was rising because of public sector 
job loses and the private sector not 
creating them fast enough, which 
underlined the need to get Britain’s 

economy moving.
Th e Government’s ability to 

boost employment is limited by its 
pledge to erase a budget defi cit of 
nearly 10 percent. At the end of No-
vember, Finance Minister George 
Osborne announced further auster-

ity steps to safeguard the top-rating 
for Britain’s government debt. As the 
fi gures were released, the Bank of 
England’s Chief Economist Spencer 
Dale warned that Britain’s economy 
may shrink for one or two quarters 
before making a ‘gentle recovery’ in 

the second half of the year.
Th e Central Bank has already 

responded to the gloomy outlook by 
pumping more money into the econ-
omy, and many BoE watchers expect 
the Central Bank to increase its asset 
purchases in February 2012.

But since last May, the International 
Agency for Research on Cancer has been 
giving clear warnings about a possible 
causal relationship between mobile phone 
use and a malignant type of brain cancer: 
the glioma. Professor Kurt Straif at the In-
ternational Agency for Research on Can-
cer has spent years studying the potential-
ly dangerous eff ects of cell phone use. He 
said, “We talk about radio frequencies and 
electromagnetic fi elds. It has been shown 
that these alter cerebral blood fl ow. Th ere 
are some other eff ects, also including some 
altered eff ects on the DNA. Altogether, 
there is some weak evidence that this ra-
diation could cause cancer in humans, 
but essentially the mechanism is not well 
established at this moment. Among the 
heaviest users of mobile phones there is 
a 40 percent increase risk, among those 
using the mobile phones on average 30 
minutes a day for 10 years, and that comes 
from looking into glioma that is a sub-type 
of brain cancer.”

Giving advice for mobile phone users, 
he continued, “Using hands-free kits for 
voice calls can already reduce your expo-
sure more than 90 percent, simply because 
the source of the radiation is further away 
from the body and the distance from the 
body is one of the most important deter-
minants for the exposure.” According to 
Professor Straif, using mobile phones on 
trains can increase the risk, because the 
phone continuously fi nds new connection 
with lots of ground stations which change 

very frequently because of the speed of the 
train. Th erefore the phone emits higher in-
tensity magnetic waves.

Professor Straf says that the new gen-
eration smartphones — in particular the 
so-called next fourth generation — could 
emit a lower level of magnetic fi elds. But 
that has yet to be proven! Finally, he says 
that it is always better to use earphones, as 
this reduces exposure. Cordless telephones 
also emit magnetic waves, although at low-
er levels than mobile phones, so it is wise 
to limit their use. It is the same thing for 
wi-fi  stations.

OPEC 
reaches oil 
output deal
OPEC oil producers agree a 
new production limit that 
keeps output at about the 
level it is currently

Iran had wanted to cut produc-
tion, which would boost prices. But 
Saudi Arabia’s argument — that 
levels should be maintained — 
won out. OPEC members agreed 
they would lower their outputs if 
world demand for crude drops.

Venezuela’s Oil Minister Ra-
fael Ramirez said, “We are worried 
about the economic situation, the 
world-wide economic situation 
and OPEC countries are work-
ing on that, we are worried about 
the demand for next year. In that 
sense, for this meeting we have to 
maintain the same level of produc-
tion, not increasing the produc-
tion.”

OPEC’s output hit a three year 
high in November of 30.27 mil-
lion barrels per day. Higher sup-
ply, mostly from Saudi Arabia and 
its Gulf allies, has kept a limit on 
oil prices but they still averaged 
$107 a barrel this year. The Sau-
dis, and others in the Gulf, have 
been pumping more to make up 
for Libyan output lost to the civil 
war there. Libya is now increasing 
production with the cessation of 
violence. That means Saudi Ara-
bia has to decide whether to cut 
back to make room for rising Lib-
yan output or keep the taps open 
to bring oil prices down and help 
stimulate the global economy.

UK dole queues lengthen 
as recession looms
Number of people 
out of work in 
Britain hit the 
highest level in 
more than 17 years 
in October

A man stands outside a state Job Centre employment office in Coalville, central England

USA finally 
closes chapter 
on Iraq war

Mobile phone 
cancer connection
There are 5bn mobile phones in the world. Many people, 
especially the young, use mobile phones without taking into 
account the alleged potential health risks involved

A woman speaks on her mobile phone

Members of the US military board plane to leave Iraq
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