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By Anna Tolkach

Watching Moscow parades on 
TV, where soldiers and offi  cers show 
off  in festive uniforms, few might 
realise that many are wearing Bela-
rus-made knee-high boots — made 
in Minsk. Kremlin’s Guard of Hon-
our has been wearing boots made at 
Frants Zhilko’s workshop since 2003. 
It was founded almost twenty years 
ago and, almost from the very begin-
ning, produced footwear for specifi c 
purposes, rather than standard shoes. 
It specialises in non-standard sizes 
and in making shoes for those with 
problem feet, tailoring its designs for 
special customers.

“I abandoned fancy shoes rath-
er quickly as I’m not an artist and 
can’t be confi dent that I’m creating 
a masterpiece worthy of adoration. 
I’m more of an engineer, enjoying 
fi nding solutions to problems. Th is 
is how my workshop began to pro-
duce specialised footwear,” notes Mr. 
Zhilko.

Everything began with Mr. Zhilko 
creating boots for folk dance groups. 
He then shift ed towards sports foot-
wear, making riding boots. In the 
1990s, these were a rarity. Th e only 
other such factory in the CIS was 
situated in the Moscow Region and 
soon closed. Mr. Zhilko went to Klin 
and found the factory’s former di-
rector. Th e latter wouldn’t reveal all 
the secrets of his craft , but sold the 
wooden blocks (used to manufacture 

boots for horse riding) for a nominal 
price. Frants returned home 
with two heavy bags.

“At fi rst, my boots 
were rough and awk-
ward. We had to try vari-
ous glues until we found 
the most suitable. We also 
asked athletes for feedback 
and, as a result, developed 
our own blocks,” he recol-
lects. “Now, I take my goods 
to international exhibitions 
two or three times annually.”

Frants Zhilko gives his 
knee-high riding boots a ‘solid 
four’ out of fi ve marks. Th ey 
are stiff , as is necessary, with a 
reinforced toe (to protect from 
horses’ hooves). Moreover, the 
heel needs to be tough.

In 2003, Mr. Zhilko 
attended a 
trade fair 
in St. Pe-
t e r s b u r g , 
at which his boots were 

admired by the 
military. Th e 
former Presi-
dent of Russia, 
Vladimir Pu-
tin, had just 
decided to 
reform the 
e qu e s t r i an 
squadron of 
the guard of 
honour, so all 
the equipage 
was required. 
Mr. Zhilko’s 
k n e e - h i g h 
boots were 
chosen for 
the purpose 
and he had to 

produce 
20 pairs 

within a 
month. It 
usually takes 
two weeks to 
make just one 

pair, but his craft smen worked hard 
to meet the deadline. Th ose boots 
are still being worn today, although 
they no longer shine. His workman-
ship has a good reputation so, this 
autumn, he has been asked to re-
place the Kremlin Guard of Honour’s 
boots.

His workshop enjoys strict dis-
cipline, employing fi ve people in 
the boot tailoring studio. All pieces 
are made by hand; even the heels are 
made from layers of leather. Th e Be-
larusian Guard of Honour also wears 
his wonderful boots, which last for 
years. Th ey ‘survived’ a trip to Vene-
zuela, withstanding heat and humid-
ity. Mr. Zhilko’s footwear is also worn 
by those who guard the Interior Min-
istry and by the border troops.

“Military men tend to ask when 
they should take their boots for re-
pair and are surprised to learn that 
our boots don’t need maintenance at 
all: their life span is 2-3 years, without 
improvements,” explains Mr. Zhilko. 
However, they usually last longer.

By Oleg Yeliseyev

Yelena Komarovskaya, the Head 
of the Republican Hydrometeoro-
logical Centre’s Climate Department, 
has noted during an online confer-
ence on the BELTA website that the 
average temperature in 2011 is likely 
to reach around +7 degrees (accord-
ing to preliminary estimates): up 
one degree on the climatic norm. 
Th e average temperature exceeded 
this norm over the year, with a posi-
tive temperature anomaly observed 
in January, and then registered from 
March to November. Th e maximum 
positive temperature deviation from 
the climatic norm in January was 
+3 degrees while, in February, the 
temperature deviation was negative, 

standing at -2.1 degrees.
Over the year, precipitation fell 

irregularly, with the driest months 
being March, April, August, Sep-
tember, October and November. Th e 
others were wet or saw precipitation 
close to the norm. Th e wettest was 
July, when 50 percent more rainfall 
was seen than usual.

In summer, the average tem-
perature stood at +18.9 degrees, 
exceeding the climatic norm by 2.1 
degrees. Such a summer is observed 
in Belarus approximately once every 
15 years. Th e average temperature in 
June was +18.7 degrees — up 2.5 de-
grees on the climatic norm; the aver-
age temperature in the fi rst ten days 
of June was +21.2 degrees — up 5.7 
degrees on the norm. It was the fi rst 

time in the history of weather obser-
vations that the fi rst ten days of June 
have been so warm. Th e maximum 
air temperature within that ten-day 
period reached 32 degrees on June 
8th in Lyuban, and in Lyuban and 
Lelchitsy on June 9th. Th e second 
ten days of July were also the hottest 
this year, registering +22 degrees, 
exceeding the climatic norm by 4.1 
degrees.

Th e number of days with a max-
imum air temperature of over +30 
degrees this year totalled from 1 to 
14, while from 1 to 6 days are usually 
registered. Th e highest temperature 
this year was registered in Zhitkovi-
chi, on July 15th: +33.3 degrees.

279mm of precipitation fell in 
Belarus this summer — 114 per-

cent of the seasonal climatic norm. 
Th e wettest was the Gomel Region, 
while the Vitebsk Region was the 
driest. Rain fell primarily in the 
form of showers, with a maximum 
daily amount of precipitation reg-
istered on July 19th, in Lyuban, 
and on August 17th, in Zhitkovi-
chi: 61mm (over two thirds of the 

monthly norm).
Maximum wind gusts stood at 

23m per second — registered on 
June 17th, at Shchuchin meteoro-
logical station, and on August 15th, 
at Vitebsk meteorological station. 
Th e largest hailstorm (with hail of 
a diameter of 15mm) fell in Polotsk, 
on June 11th.

Town 
acquires 
new 
features 
becoming 
even more 
attractive
By Galina Trofimova 

New hotel and 
residential housing 
built in Volozhin

With the passing of 
time, Volozhin becomes ever 
younger and more beautiful. 
Th is year alone, a new surgery 
block opened at the central 
district hospital, alongside a 
water de-ironing station and 
a dried milk line at the Butter 
and Cheese Plant. Moreover, 
96 families of state workers are 
receiving another present for 
Christmas: newly built fl ats.

In early 2011, the Minsk 
Regional Executive Commit-
tee’s Chairman, Boris Batura, 
ordered Br2bn to be spent on 
city infrastructure (the same 
sum received by other district 
centres in the Minsk Region). 
City residents joined in by 
decorating courtyards with 
fl owers, shrubs and small 
sculptures. 

Not long ago, Volozhin re-
ceived another present: a new 
hotel to replace the old 1950s 
building. Being oft en visited 
by businessmen and lovers of 
agro-ecotourism, the hotel was 
much needed; last year, over 
23,000 guests arrived from all 
over Belarus — as well as from 
Russia, Lithuania, Poland and 
elsewhere. In fact, 51 tourist 
routes pass through Volozhin, 
while 29 guesthouses operate.

Already, the hotel of-
fers wonderful conditions for 
guests: comfortable single 
rooms, a restaurant seating 60 
and a bar. Its gym and billiard 
room are open to non-residents 
and, importantly, the hotel has 
created 18 new jobs.

Warm as never before
2011 among ten warmest years in Belarus, for whole history 
of meteorological observations

Measured tread on 
Moscow paving stones
Guard 
of Honour 
of Kremlin 
Regiment wears 
Belarusian 
hand-made 
knee-high boots
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Fra-mil JSC employee Alexander Gurin makes everything perfectly

Boots — feast for the eyes

First snow fell in Grodno back in October


