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By Viktar Korbut

All in white
Th e 2012 spring-summer col-

lections were planned in May, con-
fi rmed in Septem- ber, and 
sewn by Octo- b e r , 
ready for the 
show. Every 
year, special-
ists from 
across the 
country 

(from state 
enterprises and 
private fi rms) 
come to Minsk to 
see the inspiration 
of Elvira Zhvikova 
and her team.

“I adjust Euro-
pean fashion trends 
to our Belarusian 
mentality,” notes El-
vira. “We discuss the 
latest colours, textiles 
and styling.” Giving 

tips for next year, she 
advises, “It’s com-
mon knowledge 
that modern 

fashion trends 
are stylistically 
diverse but there 

are some common themes. 
Minimalism arrived some time 
ago, giving us simple silhou-
ettes and bright combinations 
of colour. An explosive palette 
can be soft ened by adding neu-
tral white and grey, or black. 
Th e global traveller theme is 

also popular: mixing ethnic 
accents from around the 
world. We’re using fl ower 
prints, as we usually do, for 

the 2012 spring-summer sea-
son — including sundresses and 
tea dresses covered with roses and 
apple blossom. Th ey should bring 
inner harmony to the soul of their 
wearer and instil some rural peace 
on our urban environments.”

What would you advise for 
wearing to shop at the market?

My ‘City Stories’ collection of 
checked skirts, nostalgic sundresses 
and ‘baby-doll’ shorts would be per-
fect.

Th ey say that fashion is cycli-
cal, so which of last years’ trends 
are to continue?

Th e 1970s theme will remain 
with us: maxi skirts and dresses 
with fl oating skirts; semi-transpar-
ent tunics in pale, neutral tones; and 
blocks of white (great for creating 

structural, minimalistic silhou-
ettes with voluminous sleeves).

How have you embodied 
these trends in your collec-
tion?

My ‘Bright Side’ collection 
uses vivid accents and contrast-
ing colours, with fl oating maxi 

dresses in natural silk and lace 
evening dresses. It will surprise 
even the most sophisticated 
audience. We’ve managed 
to create some 
very sexy 

e v e n i n g 
d r e s s e s 
in semi-
tran spar-

ent net, lace 
and chiff on.

The middle 
path

Ms. Zhvik-
ova has been 
guiding the 
Fashion Centre 
for a long time 
but is helped by a 
wonderful team: 
Maria Nitsevich 
(the same age 
as Elvira) 
and young 
Vadim Ko-
robkov and 
V i c t o r i a 
K o l b . 
Vika has 
b e e n 
w o r k i n g 
in fashion for 
three years now, 
presenting her 
works at the His-
tory Museum to 
great acclaim. 

However, she 

isn’t yet ready to launch her own 
brand.

I like to create something 
unique, adding my contribution to 
the Belarusian Fashion Centre’s col-
lections. It doesn’t bother me at all 
to stay in the background, without 
recognition for my designs. Before I 
launch my own brand, I need to do 

a lot of work.
What embarrasses you?
I take risks only aft er great con-

sideration.
Do you wear your own de-

signs?
I make myself something slightly 

diff erent. In fact, I can’t always af-
ford to buy from the new collections 
made by the Fashion Centre, as our 
clothes are not cheap. Th ey’re care-
fully made, with attention to de-
tail.

How would you defi ne Be-
larusian fashion?

We tend to use natural 
materials; linen is our major 

fabric, used every year.
Th e collection is due to 

hit the shops any day now, al-
lowing us to see the designs 
by Mr. Kolb, Mr. Zhvikova, 

Mr. Nitsevich and the 
rest of the team. Vic-
toria tells us that the 
theme of travelling 
inspired her this time, 
“I’m enchanted by the 
romance of safari, so 
have created clothes 
for travelling — 
both for Belarus 
and abroad. Eve-
rything is made 
from cool linen: 
waistcoats, wide 

trousers and 
shirt dresses 

with plenty 
of pockets 

and but-
t o n s . 
These 

are 

perfect for holi-
daying, as they 
don’t need iron-
ing.

Sentimentality 
and nostalgia 
increasingly 
fashionable in 
our modern days
What will Belarusian 
designers be encouraging 
us to wear next spring?

The designers from the Belarusian Fashion Centre 
have set the tone for beautiful clothes for more than 
half a century, preparing collections six months in 
advance — as is common in the fashion industry. Its 
shows are now open to the public and it’s become a 
tradition to display designs at our national museums 
— at the History Museum in particular. Its high ceilings 
and wide windows provide space and light, currently 
showing off  the 2011-2012 spring-summer collection 
just as impressively as the Milan catwalk.

The Art Museum is to host the next catwalk shows. Ms. 
Zhvikova tells us, “Fashion is part of our national culture 
and our legacy. Museums store our traditions, so it’s ap-
propriate to give shows for lovers of the Belarusian fashion 
culture in these temples of arts. Going to the shops should 
happen afterwards.”

Belarusian Fashion Centre recognises future trends
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