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Bernd 
Stange — no 
beautiful 
farewell
By Valentin Orlov

Belarusian national football 
team ends season with friendly 
match against Libya, held in 
United Arab Emirates, where 
our team has training session

Belarus dominated the match, 
until the 32nd minute, when Libya 
took advantage of a team blunder to 
score. Belarus then stirred itself to 
fi ght back, with several shots at the 
net, but only one resulted in a goal. 
During the 77th minute, Sergey Ko-
rnilenko managed to equalise.

“Th e draw against Libya is not 
the result we were counting on,” not-
ed Bernd Stange, following his fi nal 
match as head coach. Since June 2007, 
the German specialist has guided 
the squad through 49 matches (and 
would have been a beautiful ‘50’ were 
it not for the scheduled match against 
Niger being cancelled). Under Mr. 
Stange, the Belarusian national squad 
claimed their highest ranking to date: 
36th worldwide this year. Belarus is 
to next play Armenia — on the last 
day of the winter season. 

Meanwhile, the junior squad is 
heading for the London Olympics 
in 2012. Georgy Kondratiev’s team 
played their fi nal match against the 
UAE team (also going to the Games), 
losing — 2:4. Alexey Kozlov (25) and 
Yegor Zubovich (38) scored two goals 
but several mistakes led to victory for 
the host team.  

Showing 
one’s mettle 
at home
The Belarusian school of Thai 
boxing has seen numerous 
victories, each time enjoying 
full houses at home. The WKN 
World Grand Prix BIG-8 Muay 
Thai, held at Minsk-Arena, was 
no exception.

Th e event brought together fa-
mous Th ai fi ghter Samkor, a many-
time champion at the famous stadi-
ums of Lumpinee and Rajadamnern, 
and fi ve-time world professional 
champion Loris Audoui, from the 
Caribbean, alongside ‘Polish Punish-
er’ Chris A. Kwiatkowski (who has 
a US passport) and ten-time world 
champion from Belarus Andrey 
Kulebin. Th e latter took spectacular 
revenge for his defeat last year in the 
fi nals of the home tournament.

Minsk welcomed the elite of 
Th ai boxing, with each athlete fi ght-
ing not for their club or country, but 
for their continent. White ribbons 
symbolising the battle against do-
mestic violence were worn by Bela-
rusian fi ghters, initiated by Andrey 
Kulebin. Th e latter was joined by 
Belarusian hockey player Oleg An-
tonenko and rapper Serega — as the 
‘faces’ of the campaign, which aimed 
to remind people to have respect 
for women. Nineteen artistes from 
the Belarusian Circus were in the 
entourage, showing the level of the 
event, and the organisers used every 
opportunity to generate a unique at-
mosphere at the sports complex.

By Dmitry Komashko

Th e key match against the rela-
tively beatable Czech team (com-
pared to such grands as Barcelona 
and Milan) saw a slashing defeat. 
Only Alexander Gutor (BATE’s goal-
keeper) saved the situation, proving 
his strong ball-catching skills.

Th e home match for BATE 
kicked off  at lightning speed, with 
Czech Václav Pilař shooting from 
the penalty area in the third minute. 
Our goalkeeper managed to save the 
shot and our squads then seemed 
equally matched for a while, with 
even the slightest mistake becom-
ing important. At the end of the fi rst 
half, the Czechs secured an opening 
goal, as Milan Petržela passed from 
the right to Marek Bakoš, who sent 
it cleanly into the net. Sadly, long 
ball throws by BATE’s Brazilian Re-
nan Bressan and his partners failed 
to produce results and halft ime saw 
Viktoria in the lead. Th e opposition 
came close to scoring again aft er the 
break, but Gutor was fast enough to 
save Petržela’s shot. BATE then woke 
up, going on the attack, but lacked 
decisiveness. Both teams had excel-
lent chances to score further but the 
score remained at 0:1.

At the aft er-match press con-
ference, BATE coach Victor Gon-
charenko noted that his players were 
exhausted, as it is the end of the sea-
son. Th e same happened last year 
when the team sustained several 
losses. As for the club’s future pros-

pects, aft er the home defeat against 
Viktoria, BATE needs to beat a top 
European club — Barcelona — in 
an away match, to enter the Europa 

League. Meanwhile, one round before 
the Champions League group round 
ends, Barcelona has secured fi rst place 
within the group, having defeated 

Milan: 3:2. Th e closing matches of H 
Group are to be held on December 
6th, with Barcelona playing BATE, 
and Viktoria facing Milan.

By Vladimir Dmitriev

In a tough struggle, our Bela-
rusian girls beat Dynamo Moscow 
73:67, giving them fi rst position in 
A Group and allowing them to stay 
in the running for the next round. 
Tatiana Troina (22 points, 9 passes 
and 5 resultful passes) was named 
the top player in the Belarusian 

line-up. Victoria Gasper earned 17 
points while Natalia Anufrienko 
had one less.

Th e victory over the Rus-
sian squad is revenge for the de-
feat Horizont sustained in Minsk 
(69:81). Th e Belarusian girls also 
exchanged wins with Lombos Por-
tugal (92:67 and 79:84) but lost in 
an away match to Turkish Botass-

por (55:79). Playing against this 
Turkish team on December 6th in 
Minsk, Horizont will fi nish the pre-
liminary European Cup round. As 
a result, two teams will be chosen 
to continue on to the next stage. 
Within the group so far, Hori-
zont boasts 7 points (5 matches), 
Botossport has 6 (3), Dynamo has 
6 (4), and Lombos has just 4 (4).

Sergey 
Korneev 
begins with 
victory
By Ivan Rafalsky

Belarusian boxer Sergey 
Korneev successfully debuts in 
World Boxing Series

Th e recent World Championship 
bronze medallist has signed a con-
tract with the Los Angeles Matadors 
(USA), fi ghting against Italian Milano 
Sander. Th e Belarusian club lost 1:4; 
however, Korneev’s fi ght against Bra-
zilian Rafael Duarte Lima saw our ath-
lete smash his rival, earning the only 
American point. Th e sportsman notes 
that it was important for him ‘to test 
himself in a championship which com-
bines the rules of professional and am-
ateur boxing’. Th e owners of the USA 
club have noted the Belarusian boxer’s 
good prospects within the WBS ring.

Sergey Korneev is currently the 
only Belarusian boxer through to the 
London Games. His next fi ght for the 
Los Angeles Matadors is scheduled to 
be held in the USA. He then fl ies to 
Minsk for December 2nd-3rd, battling 
as part of the match meeting of teams 
from Belarus, Poland and France at 
the capital’s Palace of Sports.

BATE Borisov has been beaten by Czech Viktoria in the group stage of the 
Champions League, almost depriving them of a chance in the Europa League

Three football points go 
to Viktoria, as expected

Horizont bids for European Cup
Minsk’s basketball club eventually secures its second win 
during preliminary stage of European Cup draw

R
E

U
T

E
R

S

B
E

LT
A

BATE footballers fail to match Viktoria players

Horizont basketballers achieve good level of play


