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By Vladimir Vasiliev

Th ose present at the meeting 
compared it with an examination 
at which PM Mikhail Myasnikov-
ich and his team actually defended 
their proposals to the President. 
Of course, the main test lies ahead, 
when the Government’s ‘balanced 
development of the economy’ will 
be judged. As Alexander Lukash-
enko insists, the economy ‘should 
be balanced with people’s inter-
ests’.

Beforehand, the President had 
made some general comments. 
“I’m seriously worried by the fact 
that the Government is so addicted 
to market reform, trying — as I 
think due miscomprehension — to 
change policy and programme 
aims adopted at the 4th All-Bela-
rus People’s Assembly,” he stressed. 
“Th e ‘shock therapy’, which we ex-
perienced back in the 1990s and 
which burnt our fi ngers, and those 
of our neighbours, is inappropriate 
today.”

Th e Government and the Na-
tional Bank took the President’s 
critique into consideration in re-
draft ing their proposals for the 
meeting. Initially, the Council of 
Ministers forecast GDP growth of 
101-101.5 percent for 2012 but this 
has now been revised to 105-105.5 
— as Mr. Lukashenko believes eco-
nomic growth to have reached this 
pace. Th e Government aims to en-
sure the required GDP while pay-
ing attention to other important 
indicators: primarily infl ation.

Th is year, the growth of prices 
surpassed 100 percent but is set to 
fall to 19-22 percent next year. Real 
incomes (taking into account infl a-
tion) are to rise by 3-3.5 percent. 
Speaking on this topic, which is of 

major public concern, the Presi-
dent noted, “Putting aside the es-
tablished practice of price regula-
tion and other economic processes, 
we’ve seen negative results and se-
rious problems. We need to spend 
additional energy and money on 
solving this.”

Mr. Lukashenko expects that 
the Council of Ministers will ap-
ply a step-by-step strategy to fi ght 
infl ation — to be ready by no later 
than mid-December, when the fi -
nal major macroeconomic param-
eters will have been approved.

Th e President’s meeting with 
the Government continued behind 
closed doors but the Presidential 
Press Service shared some of the 
details. Mr. Lukashenko highlight-

ed several important issues — es-
pecially the import-substitution 
process, which he believes should 
be strengthened, to improve the 
country’s balance of payments.

Much attention was also paid 
to monetary-credit policy, with the 
National Bank’s Chair — Nadezh-
da Yermakova — stating that there 
is no need to ‘pump’ the economy 
with ‘empty’ monetary emissions. 
Nobody argued, as conclusions can 
be drawn from past experience. 
Ms. Yermakova insists on strict 
control over how banking loans are 
spent (as some have been diverted 
from their intended purpose in the 
past).

Th e President believes that 
fi nancial discipline must be en-

hanced, while greater control 
over credit spending. He also calls 
for strict staff  management, with 
greater control over unsuccessful 
senior managers who may merely 
change their executive positions. 
He asserts that mistakes relating to 
management could generate huge 
losses now.

Mr. Lukashenko has recom-
mended that the Administration’s 
economic staff  refrain from taking 
on the obligations of the Govern-
ment. If Mr. Myasnikovich and his 
ministers have defi ned proposals, 
they must know what they are do-
ing. Th e Government is responsible 
for future results while the Admin-
istration should control whether 
these comply with plans.

Ability to avoid ‘shock 
therapy’ deserves respect
Government and National Bank present proposals to President for 2012 in three main 
spheres: the budget; socio-economic development; and monetary-credit policy

Th e Nation Brand Percep-
tion Index is regularly calculated 
by the US Research Institute East 
West Communication. “Mentions 
in the press of Belarus are rather 
balanced, with no defi nite negative 
trends visible,” believes Mr. Sav-
inykh. He explains that, in shaping 
the image of Belarus, it’s vital to 
take into account that ideas within 
the country may drastically dif-
fer from those abroad. “Th ere are 
over 200 states and territories in 
the world and 95 percent of their 

populations are primarily con-
cerned about the situation in their 
own countries,” underlines the 
Press Secretary. Naturally, greater 
attention is always drawn to the 
negative, rather than the positive.

Mr. Savinykh believes that it’s 
natural for perceptions of a coun-
try domestically and abroad to 
diff er. For example, in South Ko-
rea, there was a report of a local 
resident being denied entry to a 
restaurant when wearing national 
clothing; some believed this could 

negatively aff ect the image of 
South Korea, but this hasn’t hap-
pened.

According to the Press Secre-
tary, the world has entered a cen-
tury of public diplomacy, in which 
any organisation (particularly 
public associations) can realise its 
potential. “We can seriously in-
fl uence information presented to 
foreign audiences and, to a lesser 
degree, can infl uence the opinion 
of ordinary citizens in their inter-
action with foreigners,” explains 

Mr. Savinykh.
Belarus can improve the level 

of service for foreigners, which 
should eventually enhance its 
image. However, the activities of 
other states cannot be infl uenced. 

“Th e process which began aft er 
the collapse of the Soviet Union 
is ongoing and can’t but infl uence 
the geopolitical situation,” stresses 
the Foreign Ministry’s represent-
ative.

Belarus ahead of USA 
and Russia in Nation 
Brand Perception Index

Deputies ready
to render 
assistance
Belarus and Azerbaijan plan to 
expand trade-economic ties

A delegation from the Na-
tional Assembly of Belarus re-
cently visited Azerbaijan, headed 
by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, Vladimir And-
reichenko. He met the President 
of Azerbaijan, Ilham Aliyev, dis-
cussing how best to develop in-
ter-state relations and co-ordinate 
our countries’ positions within 
international organisations. The 
expansion of trade-economic ties 
was high on the agenda, as was the 
expansion of business contacts. 
Mr. Andreichenko said that Bela-
rus is keen to promote strength-
ening of bilateral trade-economic 
dialogue.

Hoping 
for good 
recognisability
By Sergey Kulyagin

Bobruisk tractors to go on 
display at exhibition in German 
Hanover

Bobruisk machine builders will 
be presenting three small-sized ‘Be-
larus’ tractors at Belimpex Handels 
GmbH’s stand — the enterprise’s 
dealer in Germany. Bobruisk’s com-
pany has been gradually expanding 
its export of tractors to the EU, 
while setting up assembly plants 
in Slovakia and Lithuania. “We try 
not to miss large agricultural exhi-
bitions abroad. Aft er Hanover, we 
plan to present our technology at 
a major agro-exhibition in Holland 
in December,” notes the enterprise.

The Agritechnika exhibition 
is organised every other year by 
the German Agricultural Society. 
The last forum convincingly dem-
onstrated the importance of ag-
riculture, being visited by almost 
275,000 German and over 80,000 
foreign visitors. 

At the plenary session of the 2nd Image of Belarus: Development Strategy International 
Forum, Andrei Savinykh — the Press Secretary of the Belarusian Foreign Ministry, noted 
that our country is ranked 190th in the Nation Brand Perception Index, ahead of Sweden 
(197th), Ukraine (201st), the USA and Russia (207th and 218th)
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Innovative approach at Unomedical, in the Minsk Region, appreciated countrywide

Openness gives complete overview of Belarus 


