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By Alexander Chernukho

This year, Belarus’ civil avia-
tion celebrated its 60th anniver-
sary. Undoubtedly, pilots of those 
early years could hardly imagine the 
progress that would be made in f lying.

The major domestic air carrier, Belavia 
National Airline, transports passengers 
to 18 countries worldwide, using three 
types of plane. It has ten Boeing-737s 
— enough to make it a large air carrier. 
Meanwhile, passenger transportation to 
the EU and CIS is performed using three 
CRJ 100/200s. Charter f lights are under-
taken by the ‘veterans’ of the f leet: three 
Tu-154s (former major passenger aircraft). 
For agricultural cargo, ‘old-timers’ An-30 

and An-2 are used — known as 
‘kukuruzniks’.

Minsk’s National Airport can 
already rival the leading airports 
of Europe, being able to accom-
modate the gigantic Airbus 380 
— the world’s biggest aircraft. 
Works are now underway to build 
a second runway. In fact, another 
runway also exists in Belarus, simi-
lar in size to that of Minsk National 

Airport. A 3km long runway is 
situated at Orsha’s Aircraft 

Repair Plant, currently 

welcoming planes needing serv-
icing and repair.

Internal passenger fl ights no 
longer exist in Belarus, as Gomelavia 
ceased fl ying weekly from Gomel to 
Minsk this year. Th e Director of the 
Transport and Communications Min-
istry’s Aviation Department, Vadim 
Melnik, explains that inter-state trans-
portation was unable to compete with 
automobile and rail transport.

“Now, a low-cost fl ight is being studied. 
Interesting proposals can be off ered to pas-
sengers, as seen from major air carriers world-
wide,” notes Mr. Melnik.

Before October 2011, those learning to 
fl y have been able to study their theory in 
English (by correspondence) or in Russian 

( f u l l - t i m e 
education).

“ C o n -
temporary learning methods have 

been created by us on the pilotam.ru 
website, enabling everyone to study 
theory remotely,” explains the Dean of 
the Minsk State Higher Aviation Col-

lege’s Department for Advance Training 
and Personnel Retraining, Alexander Ipa-
tiev. “Exams and summer internships must 
be passed in line with the traditional scheme, 
under the eye of an experienced teacher.”

The Belarusian State Aviation Acad-
emy is being set up at the College. From 
September 2012, it will offer training in 
line with European Aviation Safety Agen-
cy standards, allowing graduates to work 
with aviation technique of the world’s 
leading air companies without needing to 
retrain.

Sky requires absolute order 
MT correspondent finds out whether the 
world’s biggest airplane 
can land in Belarus and 
where amateur pilots can 
learn to fly

By Sergey Govorov

Scientists from Belarus, Rus-
sia, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Latvia 
and Poland have attended an in-
ternational scientific and practical 
conference, held at Vitebsk’s State 
Technological University (VSTU), 
seeking answers to burning issues. 
Participants discussed how to en-
hance economic competitiveness 
while preserving a high level of 
social protection, giving practical 
recommendations to regions for 
overcoming the negative conse-
quences of the economic crisis.

According to Lyudmila 
Nekhorosheva, who heads the 
Department of Industrial Enter-
prises’ Economics, at the Belaru-
sian State Economic University, 
we must form a new philosophy of 
innovation. She asserts that coun-
tries and enterprises shouldn’t 
wait to become wealthy before 
engaging in innovative activity, 
since it is high-tech innovative 
manufactures which, in fact, gen-
erate wealth, reaching a whole 

new range of their customers.
Professor Natalia Tyulene-

va, from the National Research 
Tomsk State University, notes 
that ‘innovations inspire invest-
ments and vice versa’ and proves 
this thesis on the example of the 

Siberian Federal District. Teach-
ers from this Russian university 
are actively liaising with Belaru-
sian colleagues from Minsk and 
Vitebsk.

“With the ever increasing role 
of the Customs Union of Bela-
rus, Russia and Kazakhstan, the 
development of inter-regional 
economic strategies is becom-
ing more important,” asserts one 

of the organisers of the Vitebsk 
conference, Professor Yelena 
Vankevich, who heads the VSTU’s 
Management Chair. “We’re ac-
tively co-operating with Lomono-
sov Moscow State University, Ko-
rolev’s Institute of Management, 
Economics and Sociology, and 
the Tomsk and South-Russian 
State Universities. Our scientific 
conference, which has been held 
since 2001, has a great role to play 
in helping all of us set up con-
tacts. Ties established here with 
our colleagues from Moscow and 
Omsk have already brought joint 
research projects.”

Regional and city administra-
tions and enterprises of Russia 
and Belarus are showing interest 
in scientific developments. For 
instance, VSTU specialists are 
helping Orsha Linen Mill organ-
ise a marketing department while 
launching contemporary tech-
nologies at Vitebchanka sewing 
enterprise. Interesting prospects 
are opening up for students keen 
on scientific research.

Colleagues hope for joint 
research into economics
Scientists to jointly determine economic priorities
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Minsk’s National Airport ready to accept various types of aircraft, including Airbus A 380

Joint manufacture of MTZ 
tractors to be set up in Turkey

A trilateral agreement has been 
signed at the Belarusian Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry during 
a session of the Belarusian-Turkish 
Business Co-operation Council.

Th e document was signed by 
representatives of three companies: 
Belarusian MTZ, Turkish Fezalar 
and Composite Group (Russia and 
Kyrgyzstan). “Th e signed agree-

ment is the result of close, joint 
work by our three enterprises. Th e 
essence is that tractors of various 
capacities will be assembled in Tur-
key (according to MTZ license). A 
site now needs to be chosen, to al-
low assembly and sale of tractors to 
Middle Eastern states,” notes a rep-
resentative of Fezalar, adding that 
he admires for MTZ’s successes, es-
pecially its latest achievements sold 
worldwide.

Brand reputation 
plays decisive role
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‘Belarus’ tractors attractive in their appearance


