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By Anastasia Yanushevskaya

Th e route begins in Ivanovo 
— known for its ancient architec-
tural sites: the Protection of the 
Holy Mary Church and the Roman 
Catholic Church of the Exaltation 
of the Holy Cross among them. In 
addition, the district boasts unique 
wooden buildings and 18th-19th 
century churches. One in the vil-
lage of Molodovo boasts the oldest 
Belarusian bell (cast in the 16th cen-
tury).

Th e Geodetic Struve Arc — 
stretching 2,820km and included on 
the UNESCO World Heritage List 
— passes through the Ivanovo Dis-
trict, with three of its points located 
there. Meanwhile, Dostoevo agro-
town is gaining popularity among 
tourists, being home to the forefa-
thers of the great Russian writer Fio-
dor Dostoevsky three centuries ago. 
A monument to Dostoevsky has 
been erected in the town, which also 
features a literary folk museum. Th is 
focuses on the history of Dostoevsky 
family and comprises over 3,000 ex-
hibits. Th eir former manor is to also 
be reconstructed in Dostoevo in the 
nearest future.

Th e route is also to pass through 
the village of Varatsevichi, where 
19th century composer, musician 
and artist Napoleon Orda was born. 
A museum is being established in 
the village, with the fi rst picture 
gallery already welcoming guests. 
Local authorities plan to open ex-
hibition halls and an arts school, 
while restoring Orda’s family manor. 

Interestingly, Ivanovo has the only 
monument to the composer in Eu-
rope.

Tourists are sure to enjoy Strel-
no’s Museum of Folk Medicine, 
which showcases healing herbs and 
off ers healing tea to visitors. Th e 
tour concludes in the oldest village 
in the Ivanovo District: Motol. Here, 
the fi rst Israeli president, Chaim 
Weizmann, was born, as were some 
other outstanding fi gures. Motol an-
nually hosts a unique Belarusian folk 
cuisine festival, called Motol Delica-
cies, and is soon to gain a museum of 
Jewish culture.

Excursion through Brest Region’s 
Ivanovo District should prove popular 
with those interested in Polesie history 

Sights enough 
for everyone

By Yelena Safronova

Pavel Akopov, Chairman of the 
Association of Russian Diplomats, 
has donated copies of archive 
documents relating to legendary 
diplomat Andrey Gromyko to 
Gomel’s Palace and Park Estate 
museum. Mr. Gromyko was born 
in the village of Starye Gromyki, 
in the Gomel Region’s Vetka Dis-
trict. The ceremony was attended 
by the Permanent Representative 
of the Russian Federation in the 
charter and other bodies of the 
CIS in Minsk, Igor Gromyko — a 
grandson of the great diplomat.

The copies hail from the State 

Archives of Russia and are con-
sidered rare, being previously 
only handled by a narrow circle of 
specialists. The materials include 
a Decree by the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR, ap-
pointing Andrey Gromyko as 
Foreign Minister, as well as a 
range of his own diplomatic cor-
respondence. Photos taken during 
his participation at international 
diplomatic forums are on show, 
alongside his own comments. The 
Association of Russian Diplomats 
has also donated the latest editions 
dedicated to Gromyko, which have 
been released in Russia; some are 
donated to the museum of Vetka 

secondary school #1, which bears 
his name.

According to Mr. Akopov, the 
initiative is the result of close liai-
sons with the museum in Gomel, 

which have been growing for the 
past few years. The museum al-
ready boasts a permanent exhibi-
tion devoted to Andrey Gromyko, 
while ties are also strong with Vet-

ka secondary school, which hon-
ours the memory of the prominent 
diplomat. Soon, the donated ma-
terials will be on show at Gomel’s 
Palace and school museum.

In memory 
of prominent 
countryman
Rare documents from Andrey 
Gromyko’s biography added to 
museum exhibition in Gomel

CIS Council for Cultural Co-
operation supports Belarus’ 
proposal for mutual fi lm 
production

Th e Council’s recent session in 
Kiev focused on possible interac-
tion in the fi eld of cinematography, 
with Belarus suggesting a working 

group to oversee joint 
fi lm projects and ex-

perience exchange between fi lm 
companies.

Participants of the meeting were 
informed of reforms in Belarus’ 
sphere of culture, some of which re-
late to the promotion of fi lm making. 
On July 1st, a law came into force ‘On 
Some Issues of Taxation in the Field 
of Culture and Information’, aiming 
to attract additional sources of fi -

nance and to create profi table 

conditions for the cultural activity of 
companies (irrespective of their form 
of ownership). Th e law promotes the 
development of charity activity and 
state-private partnership mecha-
nisms, while granting tax privileges 
on profi t, property and land tax.

Among Belarus’ priorities is the 
development of co-operation in the 
fi eld of historical-cultural legacy 
protection. Th e Culture Ministry 
believes that a singe database on CIS 
legislation would enhance the effi  -
ciency of information exchange on 
organisational, legal, economic and 
other aspects of historical-cultural 
legacy protection.

Th e culture ministers of Rus-
sia, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan and 
Moldova have supported Belarus’ 
proposal to set up a working group 
(featuring specialists from CIS cul-
ture ministries) to analyse national 
legislations. It would compile laws to 
ensure the protection of our price-
less historical-cultural heritage.

Profitable film making

By Sergey Kochetov

Vitebsk’s State Technological 
University and Copernicus 
University of Poland become 
partners

Vitebsk’s State Technological 
University and Nicolaus Coper-
nicus University from Poland are 
to expand their ties via a co-op-
erative agreement, signed dur-
ing an international research and 
practical conference in Vitebsk. 
Th e document intensifi es joint re-
search and the exchange of infor-
mation, educational and methodi-
cal literature, while promoting 
academic contacts between stu-
dents and teachers. Th e agreement 

also opens up new opportunities 
in training researchers, while sup-
porting the joint publication of 
monographs and manuals. Joint 
conferences and seminars are also 
to be organised.

Th e international Socio-Eco-
nomic Development of Belarusian 
Organisations and Regions: Objec-
tives, Priorities and Mechanisms 
of Structural Transformation con-
ference was hosted by Vitebsk’s 
State Technological University. It 
brought together representatives 
from 35 leading scientifi c research 
centres and universities across 
Russia, Ukraine, Poland, Latvia, 
Uzbekistan and Belarus. Scientists 
discussed strategic issues of scien-

tifi c-technological and innovative 
development and the direction 
of new regulatory models, while 
analysing the characteristics and 
impact of the global fi nancial and 
economic crisis on countries, re-
gions and enterprises. Questions 
relating to the modernisation 
of national economies were also 
raised.

Reports discussed at the forum 
were dedicated to encouraging 
innovative development and the 
support of injections, as well as 
regional economic policy and in-
ter-regional co-operation. Th e en-
hancement of enterprises’ compet-
itiveness under today’s conditions 
was a major subject of debate.

Interesting endeavours

Schoolchildren from Vetka school #1 learn from exhibition dedicated to Andrey Gromyko
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Fiction film being edited at Belarusfilm Studio
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Visiting Dostoevsky in Dostoevo
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