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By Viktar Korbut

Sculptor Svetlana Gorbuno-
va’s composition features a young 
and inspired Marc Chagall flying 
above Vitebsk. She used docu-
ments and photos to create her 
work, spending several years on 
the sculpture. As The MT has pre-
viously written, the monument 
has been symbolically installed in 
the National Art Museum’s hall.

For a long time, Chagall was 
perceived as a Russian and French 
artist, although he was born in 
Vitebsk. Moreover, his first por-
trait was drawn by Yudel Pen 
— also from Vitebsk (Pen was 
Chagall’s teacher of painting). 
In fact, Pen’s portrait welcomes 

visitors as they enter the National 
Art Museum, while the monu-
ment closes their tour. As yet, the 
National Art Museum lacks any 
original paintings by Chagall; 
however, the name of the master 
is greatly revered.

Ms. Gorbunova decided to 
create her sculpture after a trip to 
New York. “At the end of the last 
century, I visited the local UN 
headquarters, seeing a stained 
glass window inspired by Cha-
gall’s works. Looking at it, I saw 
many images of Vitebsk and felt 
that Chagall expressed his love 
for his motherland through this 
work,” she explains.

Since 1994, Chagall’s sculp-
ture has resided at Ms. Gorbu-

nova’s workshop, only appearing 
at exhibitions sporadically. How-
ever, it has at last acquired a new 
home at the National Art Muse-
um — owing to financial support 
from a foreign company.

One rumour among artistic 
circles is that the museum’s Direc-
tor, Vladimir Prokoptsov, posed 
for the work; he is keeping silent 
on the matter but his similarity to 
the great painter is remarkable.

Next year, Marc Chagall’s 
125th birthday is to be celebrated 
and there are great hopes that 
some original works may go on 
show in Minsk, as Vladimir Sh-
chasny — the Chairman of the 
Belarusian National Commission 
to UNESCO — tells us. 

Marc Chagall’s sculpture on show at National Art Museum

Stained glass image 
embodied in bronze 
figurine with talent

By Valentin Pavlovsky

Belarus’ Lidia Zablotskaya, 
from Vdokhnovenie 
(Inspiration) Studio at 
Mogilev’s City Gymnasium 
#1, to sing at International 
Junior Eurovision-2011 Song 
Contest, hosted by Yerevan on 
December 3rd

Following the results of votes 
by the jury and audience, talented 
Lidia earned the greatest number 
of points out of ten entrants. This 
was her second time at the na-
tional selection round; last year, 
she was ranked fourth.

“Sometimes, a favourite is ab-
solutely evident,” notes Lyudmila 
Borodina, Executive Producer of 
Lad TV Channel, analysing the 
results of the national contest. 
“However, this year, there were so 
many strong children with well-
staged performances and unusual 
props; I think some theatrical 
elements have been intensified. 
Unfortunately, adults seem to be 
over-training children for contests 
more often these days, forgetting 
that they are just children. Lidia’s 

singing is sincere and spontane-
ous: something which comes only 
from the heart. We may lack per-
fect staging but teachers under-
stand what we’re looking for.”

It seems that, this year, the 
jury chose a rather classic per-
formance.

Musically, that’s true, but Lid-
ia’s performance uses the inter-
esting metaphor of sculpture — 
bringing inanimate beings to life 
through music. We plan to embody 
this more clearly on the Yerevan 
stage.

Lidia plans to prove that Be-
larus is worthy of being called a 
treasury of talents. She tells us, 
“Honestly, I didn’t expect to win, 
only wishing to worthily repre-
sent the Mogilev Region. Now, 
I’m looking forward to perform-
ing in Armenia, conveying the 
message that there should be 
more kindness in the world. I’ll 
try to be professional, working 
and rehearsing hard.”

We wish Lidia every success 
and hope that her image remains 
light and romantic, as admired by 
the audience and jury.

Angelic voice to ring 
through Yerevan

By Kristina Kurlovich

National History Museum 
funds expanded by collection 
of 10th-17th century pagan 
amulets and Christian crosses 
of Belarusian origin

Th e collection includes 168 am-
ulets and crosses bought from a pri-
vate collector. “We don’t know why 
the collector decided to part with 
his collection but it’s wonderful that 
he chose to sell to us rather than to 
another private collector and that 
he kept the collection complete. In 
fact, collectors oft en come to the 
museum proposing us to buy his-
torically important items. Annually, 
we expand the museum’s archive, 
with assistance from our partner 
— Belvnesheconombank,” notes 
Sergey Vecher, Director of the Na-
tional History Museum of Belarus.

Th e collection of 10th-17th cen-
tury pagan amulets and Christian 
crosses of Belarusian origin is one 
of the largest and most diverse in 
the Republic. Some of the crosses 
refl ect the infl uence of Scandina-

vian countries, showing the craft s 
of bronze and casting art in Be-
larus. Many amulets and crosses 
show the pan-European character 
of Belarusian art. Th e collection in-

cludes encolpion crosses, which are 
composed of two halves and would 
contain fragments of holy relics. A 
silver gold-plated encolpion cross 
from Golsahny is viewed as the 
most interesting exhibit.

Co-operation between the 
National Art Museum and Belv-
nesheconombank began in 2008, 
with the acquisition of one of two 
famous copies of an ancient map 
of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, 
dating from the late 16th-early 
17th century. In 2009, collabora-
tion continued, with the museum 
receiving precious 14th-18th cen-
tury black-letter books. In 2010, the 
bank funded the purchase of a rare 
14th century silver coin and, early 
this year, a joint project to restore 
the Apostle ancient book was com-
pleted.

Th e collection’s exhibits were 
displayed over three days before be-
ing returned to the museum’s funds 
for complete scientifi c processing. 
Th e unique collection will soon oc-
cupy a place at the National History 
Museum of Belarus.

Unique collection graces 
museum exposition

Exhibition of rarities at 
Presidential Library of Belarus 
dedicated to capital’s age old 
history

Minsk (previously called 
Mensk and Menesk) is the capital 
of modern Belarus. Despite being 
ancient, it remains young. It has 
risen from wars and destruction 
by the industry and determina-
tion of its residents, growing anew 
from the ashes — like the mythical 
Phoenix.

The Minsk-Mensk: Pages of 
History exhibition features rare 

and valuable books from the li-
brary’s department of old printed 
and rare editions. Among them 
is the unique Memorable Book of 
Minsk Province and 1889 Calendar 
of Emperor Nikolay II Reigning: 
Ninth Year / Published by Minsk 
Province Statistical Committee; 
Constitution (Major Law) of the 
Belarusian Soviet Socialist Repub-
lic (1927; in Russian, Belarusian 
and Hebrew). Periodicals such as 
Minsk’s Eparchy News of 1877: Of-
ficial and Unofficial and Luchynka: 
Literary-Scientific Magazine are 

also on show.
The exhibition showcases the 

rare Textbook on Russian Law 
from the Library of His Imperial 
Highness Crown Prince and Grand 
Duke Alexey Nikolaevich and Max-
im Bogdanovich’s original Vyanok 
(Wreath) collection.

The editions reveal Minsk life 
through history, from its founda-
tion until today, with photos of 
streets, squares, parks, suburbs, 
and old and present architectural 
monuments neighbouring Minsk 
maps and plans.

Ancient city’s pages of history
Marc Chagall’s sculpture perfectly suits museum exhibition
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Lidia hopes to successfully perform at Junior Eurovision-2011
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Exhibits of the collection
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