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Rescuers 
strengthen 
weak links
Belarus and Russia to step up 
co-operation in emergency 
alerting

Belarus and Russia are to step up 
their co-operation in matters relating 
to mutual reporting of emergencies, 
as the Russian Emergency Situations 
Minister, Sergei Shoigu, announced 
aft er a joint session of the Belarusian 
Emergency Ministry and the Russian 
Ministry of Civil Defence, Emergen-
cies and Disaster Relief. Th e meeting 
took place in the Kamenets District 
of the Brest Region. According to Mr. 
Shoigu, emergency services in Belarus 
and Russia have established close co-
operation in various areas — including 
the provision of mutual aid in alleviat-
ing the consequences of emergencies. 
Th ey hold shared personnel training, 
with joint exercises held regularly. Th e 
next issue to be resolved relates to mu-
tual sharing of information to allow a 
prompt response to emergency situa-
tions. Mr. Shoigu notes that forest fi res 
along border areas and man-made 
emergencies infl uencing neighbouring 
territories are most under focus.

 Belarus’ Deputy Information Min-
ister, Igor Laptenok, has attended the 
press presentation of a new electronic 
textbook: Person and the Environment. 
1st Grade. Belarus is Our Motherland. 
He notes that information technolo-
gies are more actively penetrating 
educational establishments, with uni-
versities, colleges and schools oft en 
preferring to use electronic devices. 
“Importantly, we don’t just have digital 
copies of textbooks; we can actually al-
low pupils to ‘virtually’ visit a museum 
or complete exercises on their compu-
ter. You can insert discs of additional 
materials to supplement texts,” Mr. 

Laptenok explains. Th is year, primary 
schools may join the latest IT revolu-
tion. “Teachers are showing increasing 
interest in multi-media projects, with 
many eager to diverse their teaching 
methods. Th ey want lessons to be of 
the best quality, and most engaging,” 
stresses the Director of Pachatkovaya 
Shkola (Primary School) Publishing 
House, Natalia Vanina. She asserts that 
even the youngest schoolchildren — in 
their fi rst year of studies — will receive 
a traditional book as their present from 
the Head of State this year: Belarus is 
Our Motherland. Th e text has been up-
dated signifi cantly, with new facts and 

photos added, contributed by BelTA 
photo reporters. An electronic version 
— Person and the Environment — is 
also available for use at home and at 
school. Ms. Vanina emphasises that the 
topics, tasks, virtual puzzles and other 
materials on the disc are to be used at 
junior level, during school and for af-
ter-school classes; moreover, it’s easily 
used at home. “Many tasks would be 
interesting for both children and par-
ents — such as creating a family tree. 
By working together, young school-
children learn more eff ectively; mean-
while, it unites families,” she smiles.

Th e school year always begins with 

a lesson devoted to our native country. 
“Th is year, the topic is: ‘Your coun-
try, your Motherland is called cheer-
fully — Be-la-rus!’ explains the Head 
of the Education Ministry’s General 
Secondary Education Department, 
Yuri Gladkov. He adds that, this year, 
about 87,000 fi rst grade pupils will start 
school, all wanting to feel like ‘true’ 
schoolchildren, plunging into the fasci-
nating world of knowledge as soon as 
possible. “Our modern world requires 
fresh approaches from schools. Th e 
use of electronic devices in lessons is 
among our interesting new solutions,” 
Mr. Gladkov explains.

Th e major news is that a further 
strategy of action on the currency 
market is soon to be announced. Ac-
cording to the President, the matter 
cannot be delayed any longer. He 
has called upon the Government 
and the National Bank to be guided 
by objective economic laws, avoid-
ing populism. Meanwhile, Mr. Lu-
kashenko has stressed that the state 
should use every avenue to off er 
social support to citizens. Pensions, 
scholarships and salaries are to be 
indexed to the rate of infl ation.

Th e President has also high-
lighted the high dynamics of GDP 
growth — up 9.8 percent between 
January and July 2011. In addition, 
record export fi gures have been 
registered, exceeding $20bn over 
the fi rst seven months of the year. 
However, as Mr. Lukashenko notes, 
these fi gures do not solve the major 
problem: reducing the negative for-
eign trade balance. As recent data 
shows, this stands at minus $4.5bn.

Th e President expects the Gov-
ernment and the National Bank to 
present defi nite proposals on how 
to strengthen the currency market. 
According to Mr. Lukashenko, at 
present, the market ‘has been stabi-
lised at a level which is unacceptable 
to us’. “We need to reach a normal 
level of currency market operation,” 
he stressed.

Th e Government and the Na-
tional Bank have been asked to 
elaborate all possible variants under 
the present situation. Mr. Lukash-
enko noted, “All our decisions must 
rely on objective economic laws that 

work regardless of what we might 
want or not want. No populism can 
be accepted.”

Th e situation on the consumer 
market has become another topic. 
Th e President states that, as he is 
being informed, the outfl ow of do-
mestic products to Russia is gradu-
ally reducing. However, he has 
warned offi  cials to abstain from 
clumsy administrative measures. 
He has also criticised the idea of 
sending police offi  cers and border 
guards to the border to prevent the 
export of Belarusian produce. “Only 

economic methods are workable. 
We share a single economic space 
with the Russian Federation and 
the Ukrainian border is not locked 
either. We have an open economy. If 
we close it today, to anyone, they’ll 
close theirs to us tomorrow,” he has 
stressed.

Th e third problem tackled by 
the session was the growth in prices. 
Th e President noted, “It’s necessary 
to study whether local authorities 
and heads of certain enterprises are 
to blame for following a policy of 
all-permissiveness, hiding behind 

the disparity of prices between Be-
larus and the Russian Federation.” 
Clearly, the major reasons for the 
sharp growth in prices are objec-
tive. Mr. Lukashenko stressed that 
the issue is not prices but how they 
correlate to citizens’ incomes. He 
explained, “We need to create con-
ditions whereby someone coming 
into a job can earn enough to sup-
port their family.” He added that ad-
ditional measures regarding social 
protection will be taken, with in-
comes are to be raised to the level of 
price growth. “Although we’re being 

criticised for increasing pensions 
and indexing salaries, we’ll stick to 
this policy,” he added.

Mr. Lukashenko focused on an-
other issue very much on the minds 
of Belarusians: the future of bank-
ing deposits. He noted that rumours 
of accounts being frozen are being 
‘spread by those who wish to sow 
panic among the population’. He 
announced that he has prohibited 
the Government and the National 
Bank from taking such measures, 
warning, “Th e freezing of deposits 
is unacceptable!”

Summing up the results of the 
session, Mr. Lukashenko asked the 
Government and the National Bank 
to fi nalise their proposals jointly 
with experts, uniting them in a sin-
gle document for submission to the 
President in the near future. “I shall 
personally announce how the Gov-
ernment and the National Bank are 
to behave under these conditions. 
We have 1.5-2 months to stabilise 
the foreign currency market. Th at’s 
all! We don’t need people to listen 
and choose whether to trust us or 
not. We need them to feel that the 
policy which has been previously 
determined will be continued and 
that the situation will develop along 
the path chosen by the President,” 
he said.

Th e Government and the Na-
tional Bank have been asked to con-
duct regular briefi ngs, informing 
the public of their actions. “Noth-
ing should be kept secret — even if 
it’s not pleasant,” Mr. Lukashenko 
stressed.

Alexander Lukashenko makes important announcements regarding social welfare
measures at session focusing on topical issues of country’s development

‘The situation is controllable 
but requires certain decisions’

Tasks at home 
and at school 
to become 
more engaging
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Information technologies actively aid 
schoolteachers in delivering lessons

Public hopes that new decisions will positively influence life

 Electronic textbooks enhance interest-level


