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Materials prepared with aid of information agencies

“Over the last days, when you 
go back, you just feel you have 
lost everything and most of the 
things you can’t get back. But 
again, we will probably build our 
life again, we will get a new home 
and settle down, back to work. At 
the moment I can’t work, I can’t 
just go back to work.” said Burcin 
Akbasak, who has lost her home.

Speaking during the emer-
gency recall of Parliament, British 
Prime Minister David Cameron 
said a range of options are being 
looked at in order to bring the 
rioters to justice and avoid any 
repetition, “We are making tech-
nology work for us by capturing 
the images of the perpetrators 
on CCTV, so even if they haven’t 
been arrested yet, their faces are 
known and they will not escape 
the law. We are working with the 
police, the intelligence services 
and industry to look at whether 
it would be right to stop people 
communicating via these websites 
and services when we know they 
are plotting violence, disorder and 
criminal acts.”

Mr. Cameron also said the vio-
lence had nothing to do with Gov-
ernment spending cuts, instead 
blaming street gangs and oppor-
tunistic looters.

Using evidence from CCTV 
cameras the suspects are being 
identified and then arrested at 

their homes. More than 1,200 peo-
ple have been detained so far, and 
courts are sitting almost round the 
clock to deal with the cases.

In Britain’s second largest city 

Birmingham, a giant TV screen is 
showing riots footage to identify 
suspects. “What we are trying to 
do is ensure the public who know 
who these people are who have 

committed these acts of mindless 
violence and damage and crimi-
nality within our city are held to 
account and brought to justice,” 
said Chief Inspector Sean Russell.

Investigation reveals that 
although Japan’s hi-tech 
radiation forecasting system 
was working during the 
Fukushima accident, the 
detailed reports sent to the 
Nuclear Safety Agency never 
went any further

Neither the national Govern-
ment or local authorities saw any 
of the data coming from the multi-
million SPEEDI system, with the 
result, for example, that not only 
was a primary school directly in 
the radioactive plume’s path not 
evacuated, but it was actually used 
as a refugee centre. As many other 

nations use similar systems there 
are lessons to be learned.

“It’s all a lie when the Govern-
ment says they did not go public 
with the information on radia-
tion because they had no idea how 
much had been released,” said the 
Mayor of Namie, Tamotsu Baba. 
However, residents of areas on the 
fringes of the 20km exclusion zone 
around the plant, some 58,000 peo-
ple, are being told they no longer 
need to maintain a state of readi-
ness for immediate evacuation. 
Around 80,000 people were forced 
to leave their homes aft er the reac-
tor meltdown.

Chinese offi  cials order 
temporary halt on new high-
speed rail projects, as fallout 
continues from last month’s 
fatal crash near Wenzhou

The State Council said the 
safety of new projects would be re-
evaluated before approval could be 
given. Safety checks would also be 
carried out on existing lines, and 
speed limits would be put in place. 
The Government’s handling of the 
Wenzhou crash, which killed 40 
people, caused widespread anger.

An official diktat ordering 
journalists in state-run media 
groups not to investigate the caus-
es of the crash was leaked on the 

Internet, leading to allegations of 
a cover-up. And a Government 
order was leaked advising local 
lawyers that they needed authori-
sation to take on compensation 
cases of victims. The high-speed 
rail network is one of the country’s 
flagship projects.

But critics have accused the 
Government of ignoring safety 
warnings in its rush to complete 
the construction. The State Coun-
cil announced its review of safety 
after a meeting chaired by Premier 
Wen Jiabao. ‘We will suspend for 
the time being the examination 
and approval of new railway con-
struction projects’, the Council 

said in a statement, adding: ‘Chi-
na will unswervingly continue its 
development of high-speed rail-
ways’.

The country’s biggest rail con-
struction firm, China Railway 
Group, has recently announced it 
had dropped a plan to raise about 
6.2bn Yuans through a share 
placement. ‘Given changes in the 
country’s macro-policy, there 
have been uncertainties in regula-
tory approvals’, the firm said in a 
statement. The Railways Ministry 
is still investigating the cause of 
the crash, but regional rail offi-
cials have said a signalling failure 
was responsible.

A big legal win in the tablet 
battle for iPad maker Apple

It got a German court to tem-
porarily block the sale of Sam-
sung’s Galaxy Tablet 10.1 in the 
European Union — on the basis 
that it is a ‘slavish’ copy of the 
iPad. Samsung has denied the 
charges and has countersued. Ap-
ple is suing the Korean firm in 
multiple countries, including the 
US, and recently won a similar 
ruling blocking sales in Australia 
in a patent dispute. Samsung is 
Apple’s nearest — but distant — 

rival in the table market.
Industry watchers estimate 

more than 25m iPads will be sold 
this year, while Samsung — which 

is the world’s biggest technology 
company in terms of revenues — 
is on track to sell 7.5m Galaxy tab-
lets. At the same time as the Sam-
sung complaint, Apple reportedly 
filed one against Motorola’s Xoom 
tablet computer. This all part of a 
web of litigation among technol-
ogy companies particularly over 
who owns what patents for tablets 
and smartphones as rivals fight 
it out for dominance in that fast 
growing market.

Smoking 
increases 
heart risk 
more in 
women than 
men
Women who start smoking 
increase their risk of a heart 
attack by more than men who 
take up the habit, according to 
a review of more than 30 years 
of research

A study of 2.4m people, pub-
lished in the Lancet, showed a 25 
percent diff erence in increased risk. 
Th e reasons are unclear, say re-
searchers. Th e British Heart Foun-
dation said the fi ndings were ‘alarm-
ing’ especially as women tended to 
smoke fewer cigarettes.

Th e World Health Organisa-
tion lists heart disease as the world’s 
biggest killer, aff ecting more than 
7m people each year. Th e illness is 
largely down to lifestyle choice and 
smoking is one of the main causes. 
A study by the University of Min-
nesota showed women are at greater 
risk from smoking than men. It 
analysed 75 sets of data produced by 
studies between 1966 and 2010. Th e 
report showed that ‘women had a 
signifi cant 25 percent increased risk 
for coronary heart disease conferred 
by cigarette smoking compared with 
men’.

Smoking was thought to double 
the risk of a heart attack for both 
men and women. Th e report’s au-
thor Rachel Huxley said the risks ad-
justed for each sex were not available 
— but she roughly estimated them 
to be around a 1.8 fold increase if 
men start smoking and around a 2.3 
fold increase for women.

London police round-
up suspected looters
London police wasting no time in rounding up people suspected of taking part in 
recent days of riots, and confiscating looted articles

Japan accused of 
ignorance of radiation

Apple blocks Samsung tablet sales

China freezes new rail projects

London Mayor Boris Johnson (2nd R) meets with residents after the area was affected by the recent riots
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People attend a general meeting at the Stabilisation Centre


