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By Viktar Korbut

Th e technique of decoupage is 
becoming more popular in Belarus 
(from the French verb ‘decouper’ 
— to cut out). Th e decorative tech-
nique can be applied on fabric, ta-
bleware or furniture, with images 
cut from wood, leather, fabric or 
paper, then glued into place. It is 
time consuming hobby, yet inex-
pensive. Moreover, anyone can 
use it to express their creativity, 
with no training needed. Yelena 
Pavlyuchenko of Minsk has been 
enjoying this pastime for several 
years, so is quite the expert.

Th e art of decoupage is rooted 
in the early Middle Ages, being 
fi rst mentioned in the late 15th 
century in Germany, used to dec-
orate furniture. Th e peak of its 
popularity occurred in the 17th 
century in Venice, when furniture 
was decorated with Chinese 
and Japanese style images, 
glued skillfully, with sev-
eral layers of lacquer 
applied for protec-
tion. Th e idea was 
to imitate expen-
sive eastern de-
signs. Later this 
art was called 
‘Arte povera’ in 
Italy (translated 
as ‘art for the 
poor’).

Today, those 
original de-
coupage works 
fetch a high price 
and modern fur-
niture designers 
are keen to imitate 
the style.

Decoupage was 
also popular at the 
court of French King 
Louis XVI and became 
wide-spread in Victorian 
Britain, with sentimen-
tal motifs used, such as 
fl owers and cherubs. America 
then took up the baton.

Th is ancient technique has 
again become popular in various 
countries, used to decorate hand-
bags, hats, trays, Christmas trees, 
sun dials, boxes, crockery and 
packaging, as well as fashionable 
accessories.

Ms. Pavlyuchenko even uses 
pistachio shells to decorate ob-
jects. “Decoupage is a very simple 
technique,” Yelena admits. “I’m 
an engineer and electrician by 
education and used to work at a 
printing house. I never imagined 
that I’d be able to create art with 
my own hands. I thought I wasn’t 
born for creativity. However, sev-
eral years ago, my husband be-
came involved in photography, be-
gan to attend courses and chatted 
with other amateurs on the Inter-

net. Watching him, I decided that 
I also needed a hobby. However, 
I can’t draw or anything similar. 
Th en, I found a website dedicated 
to decoupage and realised that I 
only needed to cut out pictures, 
glue them in various ways and 
cover with lacquer. It’s an easy 
way to create simple hand-made 
items. I bought brushes, paints, 
lacquer, glue and foundation, as 
well as napkin drawings, which 
are easy to work with. When you 
glue the images to plates and cov-
er with lacquer, it seems that the 
drawings have always been on the 
chinaware.”

How do you make the images 
look as if they’ve been painted 
rather than glued on?

I glue on the reverse side of 
a transparent plate, with one of 

them looking like old parchment 
paper. I once printed some 

text from Goethe biog-
raphy onto a sheet of 

A4, then soaked 
it in tea to give 

an old-fash-
ioned look. I 
even burnt 

the edges 
to make 
it appear 
ancient. I 
then used 
this to 

decorate some tableware. Do you 
see the ‘cracks’ here?

Yes, I do, but I don’t feel them 
with my fi ngers.

It’s a decoupage eff ect, made 
using special craquele lacquer, 
which should be applied in two 
layers. Aft er one coating, the sec-
ond is immediately applied and, 
within a day, splits appear. Th e 
lacquer’s lower coating ‘breaks’ the 
upper coating and the splits can be 
intensifi ed with oil paints or eye 
shadow.

Th ere’s one diffi  culty though; 
you can’t eat from such a plate. If 
you want to do this, you need to 
buy special porcelain lacquer for 

chinaware, which is 
‘baked’ in the 
oven to give 

a protective coating. Aft erwards, 
it can even be washed in a dish-
washer.

How much time and money 
do you invest in your work?

One plate can be made within 
three hours, if I use a hairdryer to 
dry the lacquer. I ask just $10 for 
each piece but currently spend all 
my spare earnings on my hobby. 
When you start exploring your 
creativity, you want to experiment 
with materials. I recently bought 
artifi cial gold leaf to make a key 
box at someone’s request, which 
I decorated with pistachio shells. 
I once made an ash tray, deco-
rated with buckwheat. Decoupage 
enables you to create masterpieces 
from the most ordinary materials.

Can I sign up for your courses 
to learn this technique quickly?

I’ve already conducted a mas-
ter class at the request of a website: 
remesla.by. However, it’s easy just 
to surf the Internet and learn from 
reading instructions on specialised 
websites and forums.

How many professional de-
coupage masters are there in Be-
larus?

I think many people are in-
volved but mostly for personal 
pleasure. I haven’t heard of anyone 
who has turned their hobby into 
a business venture. I tend to sell 
items only to friends.

What has been your most un-
usual decoupage work?

I decorated a notebook with 
napkins once and I know 

that others some-
times use characters 

from fairy tales and 
cartoons, placing them 

on old children’s footwear, 
which they cover with lac-

quer. Children love 
such shoes, which are 
so bright and origi-
nal. I recommend that 
you keep old items for 
experimentation, since 
they can be turned into 
small masterpieces.

Masterpieces from small scraps
Mastering the technique of decoupage opens path to making gifts for friends

Ecological education 
point opens at 
Lebyazhy Reserve 
in Minsk

An ecological educa-
tion point has appeared at 
the Republican Biological 
Reserve as part of a joint 
EU/UNDP joint project: 
Enhancing the Ecological 
Awareness of Young People 
by Creating and Develop-
ing Green Schools in Bela-
rus.

According to Natalia 
Minchenko, the Head of 
the Ministry for Natural 
Resources and Environ-
mental Protection’s De-
partment for Biological 
and Landscape Diversity, 
the site is unique in being 
situated within the bor-

ders of the city of Minsk. 
“Th is convenient location 
allows everyone access to 
a unique corner of nature, 
with adults and children 

able to observe wild ani-
mals from the comfort of 
shelters created to allow 
observation without dis-

turbing the animals or 
birds,” she stresses.

Colourfully decorated 
information stands have 
been installed, helping 

visitors identify the spe-
cies of bird, while wooden 
arbours enable people to 
sit and relax in one of Be-

larus’ most beautiful loca-
tions.

Th e fi rst ecological 
education point opened 
as part of an EU/UNDP 
joint project in Berezin-
sky Biosphere Reserve’s 
estate (Lepel District’s 
Domzheritsy village in the 
Vitebsk Region). Here, for 
the fi rst time in our coun-
try, nature interpretation 
has been applied (used in 
America and Western Eu-
rope for over a century). 
Foreign and Belarusian 
experts have helped set up 
the ecological centre and 
its information stands, 
aiming to teach visitors as 
much as possible about the 
reserve and the beauties of 
Belarus’ wild animals.

Peaceful observation without 
disturbing birds or animals

Director of National History 
Museum, Sergey Vecher, says 
the creation of a modern site 
for his museum will be the 
fi rst co-operative project with 
Japan Tobacco International

Th e announcement was made in 
Minsk aft er the signing of an agree-
ment on bilateral strategic partner-
ship. Mr. Vecher does not exclude 
the possibility of liaising with the 
museum’s new partner in organis-
ing public events — such as Night 
of Museums. In addition, exhibition 
projects requiring special display 
equipment are likely to be funded. 
Mr. Vecher notes that the museum 
has rich experience in showcasing 
other nations’ cultures, having previ-
ously organised exhibitions featur-
ing artefacts from foreign museums, 
with the support of diplomatic mis-
sions accredited in Belarus. “Howev-

er, large projects of the kind require 
a great deal of money and help from 
patrons,” he adds.

According to Mr. Vecher, the mu-
seum is always in need of funds for 
its publishing projects. Th e most im-
portant new edition being planned is 
a high quality album entitled Nation-
al History Museum of Belarus, which 
details the history and major treas-
ures of this cultural establishment. 
It could be ready within two years’ 
time, with support from JTI.

Mr. Vecher stresses that many 
metal, wooden and fabric exhibits 
require restoration, in order to be 
showcased in future. Among those 
in great need of repair is a unique 
shoemakers’ banner and that from 
an 18th century religious association. 
According to Mr. Vecher, this project 
would be unlikely to be realised with-
out a strategic partner.

Benevolence gains 
concrete features
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Lebyazhy Reserve is an attractive corner

Yelena’s small masterpiece

Decoupage transforms 
ordinary objects into works of 

art and beautiful gifts


