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By Vladimir Vasiliev

Born in Mauritius, Jean-Ray-
mond Boulle is a British citizen, 
though residing in Monaco. Th e 
British media call him a multimil-
lionaire, with assets standing at 
several hundred million Pounds. 
Boulle Mining Group’s Internet 
site reads that the group of compa-
nies headed by Mr. Boulle develops 
deposits of nickel, diamonds and 
titanic ore in Canada, Brazil, Sierra 
Leone, Namibia, Liberia, Madagas-
car, Zambia and the Congo.

Boulle Mining Group fi rst 
showed interest in Belarus last year. 
During the recent Minsk meeting, 
the President of Belarus, Alexan-
der Lukashenko, noted that he has 
studied all proposals carefully, say-
ing, “We are interested in co-op-
eration, the latest technologies and 
large scale capital investments.” 
He stressed that Belarus is keen 
to focus on developing its natural 
resources. “It seems to me that we 
don’t know the scale of our assets,” 
he said. Partners from Boulle Min-
ing Group could help us discover 
what awaits us beneath the earth.

Besides mineral extraction, the 
President has invited the foreign 
investors to develop deposits. Mr. 
Lukashenko stressed that Belarus, 
jointly with Russia and Canada, 
boasts the world’s largest deposits 
of potassium salt. Mining is under-
way at one of three open deposits 
in the country: Starobinsky. Oktya-
brsky and Petrikovsky remain un-

der development and the President 
is ready to allow Boulle Mining 
Group access.

“As far as I know, you boast a 
spotless reputation worldwide,” 
emphasised the President, assert-
ing that Belarus is ready to partner 
companies ‘able to immediately get 
down to work rather than merely 
make promises’. “You can make 

promises but, I’d like to tell you 
here and now that, if new compa-
nies appear, ready to start working 
tomorrow, we’ll work with them,” 
Mr. Lukashenko explained. “We’d 
like our agreements to be concrete 
and scheduled in a business-like 
manner — as is usual for large 
businesses.”

Mr. Boulle complimented the 

country and the President and not-
ed his regret that he was not a jour-
nalist, able ‘to describe’ everything 
achieved in Belarus in recent years. 
Mr. Boulle stressed that wisely or-
ganised mining extraction could 
be a source of prosperity for the 
country. Aft er the journalists had 
departed, the guest shared concrete 
ideas with the President.

Summer fall 
has minor 
influence on 
subscription
By Andrey Anufriev

Almost 11m mobile phone 
subscribers registered in 
Belarus

At present, the number of those 
subscribed with mobile phone opera-
tors exceeds the Belarusian popula-
tion by almost 1m. Meanwhile, only 
a few new subscribers are being reg-
istered — largely due to the summer 
season. MTS and Velcom remain the 
most popular providers. In 2000, there 
were only fi ve handsets per thousand 
Belarusians. By 2005, this had risen to 
420, reaching 1,022 in early 2010.

E-tickets 
available
Belavia National Airline and 
Etihad Airways sign electronic 
interline agreement

An agreement on mutual rec-
ognition of electronic traffi  c docu-
ments (e-tickets) signed between 
Belavia and Etihad has come into 
force, allowing the air carriers to sell 
fl ights from each other’s planes on a 
single electronic ticket. Until recent-
ly, this was possible only via a paper 
ticket (which is gaining less popular-
ity among companies). At present, 
e-tickets are successfully used on all 
Belavia’s regular routes and on most 
charter fl ights. Th e airline has signed 
23 interline agreements with foreign 
partners to date.

Top level talks in Minsk with the Head of Boulle Mining Group, Jean-Raymond Boulle, focus
on possible investments into geological exploration and mineral extraction in Belarus

State ready to allow foreigners 
to develop mineral deposits

By Irina Reutova

Belarus may join Bologna 
Process in April 2012

Belarus’ First Deputy Educa-
tion Minister, Alexander Zhuk, 
tells us that the decision on Bo-
logna Process accession will be 
adopted at the next Conference of 
Ministers Responsible for Higher 
Education from European coun-
tries, which is held every two 
years. It is next scheduled for April 
2012, with a report on Belarus to 
be presented.

Belarusian higher educational 
establishments have been prepar-
ing to join the Bologna Process for 
some time, with a two-tier system 
of training created, alongside a 
system of education quality assur-
ance — fulfilling all Bologna rec-
ommendations.

According to Mr. Zhuk, joining 
the Bologna Process (a common 
European space of higher educa-
tion) will help Belarus ensure its 

high quality of competitive spe-
cialists’ training, while facilitating 
access to European programmes of 
academic and scientific co-opera-
tion and international intellectual 
resources. Moreover, Belarus will 
be able to develop its higher edu-

cational system to further national 
interests, taking into account in-
ternational experience. “It is very 
important for us to work in a com-
mon space. I hope that Belarus’ ac-
cession will be positively resolved 
in April,” stresses Mr. Zhuk.

Recognition of importance
of common educational space

By Victoria Rymashevskaya

In past two years, number of 
Minskers has risen over 27,000

Minsk’s Main Statistical De-
partment states that the number 
of Minskers is growing — ow-
ing to migration and the natural 
birth rate. As of early 2011, over 
1,864,000 people resided in the 

capital — a fi ft h of the country’s 
population.

Statistical fi gures indicate that 
more women are registered in 
Minsk than men: 1,184 per 1,000. 
Meanwhile, the number of boys 
prevails among children of all ages. 
Th e recent census shows that the 
number of 0-15 year olds has risen 
by 6,300, reaching almost 270,000.

Pensioners account for 20 per-
cent of all Minskers and the Statis-
tical Department notes that ageing 
is among the major features of city 
residents. In line with UN classi-
fi cation, a population is viewed as 
old if those above the age of 65 ac-
count for 7 percent; in Minsk, this 
fi gure reached almost 11 percent 
in 2011.

Attractive place to live
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Alexander Lukashenko meets heads of Boulle Mining Group

BSU’s Institute of Journalism trains in contemporary manner

Alexander 
Lukashenko: 
Cardinal 
Świątek was a 
true witness of 
faith for many 
generations 
of priests and 
believers

Th e President of Belarus conveys 
his sincere condolences over the de-
mise of Cardinal Kazimierz Świątek to 
the Conference of Catholic Bishops of 
Belarus, as well as to priests and believ-
ers of the Roman Catholic Church.

‘Th is grievous loss for the Catholic 
community has fi lled our hearts with 
deep pain and sorrow’, notes the con-
dolence.

Th e President notes that Kazimi-
erz Świątek — the fi rst Belarusian car-
dinal — was one of the original reno-
vators of the Roman Catholic Church 
in our country. Due to his eff orts, relics 
were restored, new churches were built 
and Pinsk’s Higher Spiritual Seminary 
began its work. Moreover, many good 
and useful works were launched. His 
special attention to teaching the tra-
ditions of Christian morality and the 
Church’s spiritual and cultural herit-
age yielded clear results.

‘Cardinal Świątek was a true wit-
ness of faith, a teacher and an advisor, 
as well as an example of self-sacrifi ce 
and responsibility in his pastor duties 
for many generations of priests and be-
lievers. He enjoyed worthy respect in 
Belarus and across the whole Catholic 
community’, notes the condolence.


