
8      WORLD The Minsk Times   Thursday, July 7, 2011

Materials prepared with aid 
of information agencies

Contaminated water can 
be cleaned much more 
eff ectively using a novel, 
cheap material, say 
researchers

Dubbed ‘super sand’, it 
could become a low-cost way 
to purify water in the devel-
oping world. Th e technology 
involves coating grains of 
sand in an oxide of a wide-
ly available material called 
graphite — commonly used 
as lead in pencils. In many 
countries around the world, 
access to clean drinking wa-
ter and sanitation facilities is 
still limited.

Th e World Health Or-
ganisation states that ‘just 
60 percent of the population 

in Sub-Saharan African and 
50 percent of the popula-
tion in Oceania [islands in 
the tropical Pacifi c Ocean] 
use improved sources of 
drinking-water’. Th e graph-
ite-coated sand grains might 

be a solution — especially 
as people have already used 
sand to purify water since 
ancient times. But with or-
dinary sand, fi ltering tech-
niques can be tricky. While 
fi ne sand is slightly better, 

water drains through it very 
slowly.

Th e lead scientist of the 
study, Professor Pulickel 
Ajayan, said it was possible to 
modify the graphite oxide in 
order to make it more selec-
tive and sensitive to certain 
pollutants — such as organic 
contaminants or specifi c 
metals in dirty water.

Another team member, 
Dr. Mainak Majumder from 
Monash University in Mel-
bourne, Australia, said it 
had another advantage — it 
was cheap. “Th is material 
demonstrates comparable 
performance to some com-
mercially available activated 
carbon materials,” he said.

Rallies have taken place 
across the country, includ-
ing in Manchester where 200 
fi re-fi ghters, who were not 
on strike, joined a march to 
show support. More than half 
of state schools were shut or 
partially closed over reforms 
that public sector workers say 
will make them work longer 
and pay more. Th e Govern-
ment said the plans were ‘fair 
to taxpayers’ and necessary.

Up to 750,000 teachers, 
civil servants and other work-
ers went on strike. Disruption 
hit airports, job centres, driv-
ing test centres and courts 
across the country. London’s 
Metropolitan Police said 90 
percent of civilian staff  who 

handled calls had not turned 
up for work, making response 
times slower. Th e force said 
335 police offi  cers had been 
taken from their borough 
duties to cover night and day 
shift s for 999 call operators. 
Met Police Commissioner 
Sir Paul Stephenson told a 
Metropolitan Police Author-
ity meeting it meant ‘service 
to Londoners was necessarily 
degraded’.

At the Criminal Records 
Bureau, 485 out 500 were on 
strike; while at the Ministry 
of Defence 485 out of 500 
staff  took action. Meanwhile, 
up to 6,000 people joined 
a pension protest through 
Newcastle. TUC Regional 

Secretary Kevin Rowan said, 
“It’s a real show of strength 
because we have a fairly weak 
private sector, so any action 
by the Government is going 
to impact more on this re-
gion.”

About 30 people were ar-
rested at a march in central 
London, the Met Police said. 
Th e alleged off ences included 
drugs possession and crimi-
nal damage. Unions said up to 
20,000 people took part in the 
demonstration which passed 
Downing Street and Parlia-
ment. Th e Department for Ed-
ucation said more than 11,000 
of its 21,500 state schools in 
England had been aff ected by 
the industrial action.

Christine Blower, Na-
tional Union of Teachers 
(NUT) General Secretary, 
said the ‘draconian changes’ 
meant teachers paying more, 
working longer and getting 

less. Th e Government said 
reforms were necessary be-
cause as people live longer 
the cost of funding public 
sector pensions was ‘unsus-
tainable’.

Hundreds of thousands of civil servants and 
teachers go on strike in England over proposed 
pension changes

Thousands 
strike across 
England in 
pensions row

Google+ 
challenges 
Facebook 
in social 
network 
battle
Google launches a 
new social networking 
website in its latest 
attempt to take on 
Facebook, which now 
claims over 500m users

Google+ allows individu-
als to share photos, messages 
and comments but also inte-
grates the company’s maps and 
images into the service. It also 
aims to help users easily or-
ganise contacts within groups. 
Some analysts say Google has 
simply reproduced features of 
Facebook while adding a video 
chat function. Google, which 
handles roughly two out of 
every three Internet searches 
in the USA, has taken several 
stabs at Facebook in recent 
years. But its previous eff orts 
ended in failure, with both 
Google Wave and Google Buzz 
proving unpopular with users.

Th e current version of 
Google+ has only been re-
leased to a small number of us-
ers, but the company has said it 
soon hopes to make the social 
network available to the mil-
lions of individuals that use its 
services each day.

Christine 
Lagarde 
named IMF 
Chief
France’s Finance Minister 
Christine Lagarde, 55, 
named the fi rst woman 
to head the International 
Monetary Fund

Ms. Lagarde fought off  
Mexico’s Agustin Carstens 
for the job, although an IMF 
statement said that both can-
didates ‘were well qualifi ed’. 
She received backing from 
America and Europe and key 
emerging market nations, 
including China, India and 
Brazil. Th e post became va-
cant following the resigna-
tion of Dominique Strauss-
Kahn. “Th e results are in: I 
am honoured and delighted 
that the board has entrusted 
me with the position of MD 
of the IMF!” Ms. Lagarde 
said via Twitter minutes aft er 
the announcement.

In a statement, the IMF 
said that its 24 member 
board regarded both candi-
dates as highly suitable for 
the job, but had decided on 
Ms. Lagarde ‘by consensus’. 
Messages of support poured 
in, with UK Chancellor of the 
Exchequer George Osborne 
saying he was ‘delighted’ and 
French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy calling it ‘a victory 
for France’.

Van Gogh 
Museum in 
Amsterdam 
closing for 
refit
Amsterdam’s Van Gogh 
Museum is to close for six 
months next year

Th e museum’s Director, 
Axel Ruger, said the renovation 
was necessary ‘to ensure the 
condition of the building and 
the safety of the visitors in the 
long run’. He added around 75 
of the artist’s masterpieces and 
a number of works on paper 
will move to the nearby Her-
mitage Amsterdam during the 
repairs. Th e museum will be 
closed from October 2012 until 
March 2013.

Mr. Ruger said the muse-
um ‘simply cannot disappoint’ 
the 1.5m people who visit the 
venue annually and were work-
ing hard to keep the collection 
available to the public else-
where.

The last launch of a 
US space shuttle is to 
take place on July 8th. 
The Atlantis ship has 
the honour of closing 
out the 30-year orbiter 
programme and will lift 
off  at 1126 Florida time

Up to 750,000 people are 
expected to line the roads and 
beaches around the Kennedy 
Space Centre, all eager to wit-
ness a piece of history. Th e 
launch date was fi xed by US 

Space Agency managers fol-
lowing a review of mission 
preparations. Th ey passed 
as fi t to fl y a new fuel valve 
on one of the vehicle’s main 
engines. Th e old valve was 
suspected to have a leak and 
was changed. And inspections 
ordered on support beams on 
the ship’s big orange exter-
nal fuel tank found no issues 
of concern. Cracks in these 
structures were the cause of 
a major delay on a previous 

shuttle mission.
Four astronauts will ride 

Atlantis to orbit. Th eir 12 day 
sortie will take them to the 
International Space Station, 
where they will deliver more 
than 3.5 tonnes of supplies 
— including a year’s worth of 
food. It will give the US Space 
Agency some room to play 
with as it looks to introduce 
a commercial cargo re-sup-
ply service over the next 12 
months.

NASA fixes final shuttle launch date

‘Super sand’ expected to help 
clean up dirty drinking water
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Woman waiting for water from a nearby tanker

Thousands of civil servants and teachers go on strike


