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Migrants 
treated with 
tolerance
UNHCR Representative to 
Belarus, Sholeh Safavi, tells 
press conference that Belarus 
has become a safe haven for 
refugees

“Th e tolerance demonstrated 
by Belarusian society is essential 
for migrants and refugees, since it 
helps them start a new, decent life,” 
Ms. Safavi stressed. She thanked 
state bodies, as well as non-state 
organisations, scientifi c establish-
ments and the media for effi  cient 
partnership and true professional-
ism throughout all the stages of col-
laboration.

Th e UNHCR Representative 
Offi  ce opened in Belarus in July 
1995, aiming to help Belarus fulfi l 
its international obligations relat-
ing to the protection of refugees. 
In recent years, the UNHCR has 
invested $8.5m in refugee assist-
ance projects, in addition to funds 
provided by the state.

“Amid the expansion of the Eu-
ropean Union’s borders, the  UN-
HCR is determined to strengthen 
the potential of the refuge insti-
tution in the context of mixed mi-
gration fl ow, creating an enabling 
environment for the integration of 
refugees,” Ms. Safavi explained. She 
noted that, amid the current politi-
cal situation, the problem of major 
displacement of people is unlikely 
to ease. Belarus will be aff ected by 
this problem sooner or later. How-
ever, Ms. Safavi is convinced that 
the Belarusian authorities will be 
able to handle the increased infl ow 
of asylum seekers. Ms. Safavi ex-
pressed her hope that, being active 
in fi ghting human traffi  cking, Be-
larus will campaign for countries’ 
joining the Convention on the Re-
duction of Statelessness.

Th e UNHCR runs offi  ces in 110 
countries worldwide to help refu-
gees regain their lives aft er being 
forced to leave their homeland. Ms. 
Safavi informs us that, in 2011, the 
UNHCR rolled out its ‘1’ campaign 
to increase awareness of the needs 
and problems of each forcibly dis-
placed person.

By Yelena Belyaeva

Vitebsk visited by Henning 
Onkes, Mayor of German twin 
city

Mr. Onkes’ visit, which took 
place as part of the city’s birthday 
celebrations, wasn’t only of festive 
character. During business negotia-
tions with the Chairman of Vitebsk’s 
City Executive Committee, Victor 
Nikolaikin, the results of our 20 year 
co-operation were summarised. 
Moreover, new areas of economic, 
cultural and educational contact, 
benefi cial to both sides, were out-
lined.

Th e ‘bridge of friendship’ laid 
by the International Contact Centre 
of Nienburg and Vitebsk’s Interna-
tional Youth Tourism Bureau today 
allows schoolchildren and students 

to exchange visits. Th ey are fol-
lowed by representatives of politi-
cal parties and public organisations, 
trade union fi gures and clergymen, 
athletes, artists, doctors and rescue 
services. Our German friends have 
donated priceless treasures to the 
Marc Chagall Museum. Addition-
ally, since 2003, a project has been 
implemented on experience shar-
ing between doctors from our two 
countries, with partnership ties es-
tablished between educational es-
tablishments.

Economic contacts are also sig-
nifi cant. Over the fi rst four months 
of 2011, foreign trade turnover be-
tween Vitebsk and Germany totalled 
$25m. Enterprises from the Dvina 
River area successfully export their 
produce abroad. Soon, the two cities 
will acquire new trading liaisons.

By Igor Slavinsky

In his speech at the solemn event 
for those graduating from higher 
educational establishments coun-
trywide, Alexander Lukashenko 
asked what is needed for a person 
to achieve success. He then replied, 
“A dream must have wings. Each 
of us has our own dearest wishes 
but we are united by a common 
great dream: to make our country 
a cosy home for each family. In re-
cent years, much has been done to 

achieve this but our major goals 
and wide horizons continue to lie 
ahead. Our sovereign Belarus is just 
over 20 years old — an age of seeth-
ing forces and hopes. It’s never easy 
for individuals — or the state — to 
be independent, following a unique 
path in life. Ups and downs are in-
evitable — as is normal — but dif-
fi culties only break the weak, while 
hardening the strong. We’re strong, 
so we’ll overcome challenges if we 
demonstrate determination and use 
our brains.”

Although the ball is a standard 
offi  cial event, with speeches given 
and some students awarded with 
Presidential letters of gratitude, it 
is also a time for nerves, wonderful 
dresses and joy — as once described 
by Tolstoy and Pushkin.

Belarus is a country of students 
— a fact worthy of pride. In all, 
55 higher educational institutions 
operate in the Republic, teaching 
about 445,000 students (about 40 
percent free of charge). Per capita, 
Belarus rivals advanced European 

states for its number of students and 
this fact is a pledge that the country 
has a bright future for the economy 
and culture. 

During the party, young people 
danced and enjoyed themselves, 
although they are now facing their 
greatest challenge: fi nding a suitable 
job. Of course, the state is eager to 
support them. Th e Education Min-
istry tells us that 96 percent of grad-
uates (who studied full time) have 
received employment (in addition 
to 11 percent of those who paid for 
their studies). Job hunting is clearly 
a primary concern for most, with 
the state of the economy and stu-
dents’ activity being the key.

Vitaly Vechorko graduated from 
the Belarusian State University’s Law 
Department and already has a job; 
he tells us that most of his former 
classmates are in the same position. 
However, the private fi rm where Vi-
taly works is involved in imports, so 
is facing certain diffi  culties due to 
the situation on the currency mar-
ket. Nevertheless, he is optimistic 
and plans to begin a post-graduate 
course to deepen his knowledge of 
civil law. Vitaly is convinced that 
Belarus will need even more civil 
law specialists (specialising in eco-
nomic and commercial law) in the 
future. Th e prospects are obvious.

Traditional Republican University Ball for Graduates of Higher Educational 
Institutions held on behalf of the President at Palace of the Republic

Country whose student 
status is worthy of pride

With 
respect for 
humanitarian 
law
President of International 
Red Cross Committee, Jacob 
Kellenberger, expresses his 
gratitude to President of 
Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko

In his letter, Mr. Kellenberger 
expresses his gratitude to Belarus 
for the important step it has taken in 
acceding to the Protocol Additional 
to the Geneva Conventions of 12th 
August 1949, relating to the Adop-
tion of the Additional Distinctive 
Emblem.

Mr. Kellenberger’s letter reads: ‘I 
would like you to know of my pro-
found gratitude for this manifesta-
tion by your country of its unchang-
ing commitment to the cause of 
inspiring and consolidating respect 
for international humanitarian law’.

From Vitebsk to 
Nienburg twin city

Belarusian satellite for remote 
Earth sensing to be launched 
by end of year

Th ose who live or oft en visit the 
area near the Botanical Garden in 
Minsk’s Surganov Street are likely to 
notice a huge antenna on the roof of 
one of the buildings; this houses the 
Geoinformation Systems Scientifi c 
and Engineering Republican Unitary 
Enterprise.It’s impossible not to notice 
a 9m diameter dish which will receive 
data from the Belarusian satellite. In 

which spheres, besides defence, is 
space information needed?

“It can be useful for forestries to 
receive prompt information on fi re 
hazards or unsanctioned cutting-
down. Th e Emergency Ministry and 
the Hydro-meteorological Centre will 
also benefi t, as will the Agriculture and 
Food Ministry and the Ministry for 
Natural Resources and Environmen-
tal Protection,” notes Victor Zaznov, 
Geoinformation Systems’ Deputy Di-
rector for Research.

Signals to be picked up 
from orbit by large dish

Foreign Ministers of Belarus 
and Russia — Sergei Martynov 
and Sergei Lavrov — discuss 
wide range of issues relating to 
Belarus-Russia co-operation at 
recent talks in Moscow

BelTA has learnt from the Bela-
rusian Embassy to Russia that talks 
highlighted bilateral interaction within 
integrational alliances, prospects of 
partnership between the Customs 
Union and the European Union, and 
the current situation in the OSCE and 
other international alliances. Th e sides 
noted with satisfaction that the two 
countries share a similar stance on the 
European common security system 
and the development of a pan-Euro-
pean partnership without any dividing 

lines — including regarding humani-
tarian issues.

Th e sides specifi ed the basic pro-
visions of a co-ordinated action plan 
for 2012-2013, dealing with the joint 
foreign policy of Union State mem-
bers. In particular, the programme 
envisages actions to further strengthen 
bilateral relations between Belarus and 
Russia, while protecting and promot-
ing interests within the international 
arena and providing favourable exter-
nal conditions for the sustainable so-
cio-economic development of our two 
states. Th e document is expected to be 
adopted at a regular annual session of 
the Belarusian and Russian Foreign 
Ministries’ collegiums, which is due to 
take place in Moscow in Q4 2011.

Joint promotion
of mutual interests

Participants of traditional University Ball for Graduates of Higher Educational Institutions

Vitebsk Investment Forum gathers potential partners
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