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By Lyudmila Minkevich

For over seven centu-
ries, the name of Ivenets has 
soft ly pleased the ear. It was 
founded by Grand Duke of 
Lithuania Vytautas, seventy 
kilometres from Minsk, but 
its exact age is unknown. 
Th e words ‘venets’ and 
‘venok’ (both translated 
as wreath) are as-
sociated with 
youth, fertil-
ity and the 
beginning 
of new 
life.

At present, Ivenets com-
bines traces of the past and 
present, with modern Euro-
pean-style road signs along-
side an old coat of arms de-
picting a lion (at the entrance 
to the town). Large, spacious 
brick houses neigh-

bour yellow, red and green 
wooden homes, situated so 
close to each other that it 
seems they share a single roof. 
A 21st century snow white 
church is close to the archi-
tectural pearl of two hundred 
year old St. Michael’s Ro-
man Catholic Church. More 
evidence of Ivenets’ contrast-
ing treasures is the huge tree 
which grows from the ruins 
of the former mansion of Pi-
otr Droguntsev (who owned 
Ivenets in the past). Its green 
leaves are certainly pleasing to 
the eye, while part of the tree 
was damaged by fi re in 1999, 
stretching black branches to 
the sky…

Since ancient times, 
Ivenets has been known as a 
pottery centre, boasting two 
tile workshops and 20 mak-
ing pottery in the early 20th 
century. Ivenets ceramics 
enjoyed great demand across 
Belarus and also in Vilnius 
and Warsaw. Today, the lo-
cal Traditional Culture Mu-
seum showcases samples of 
its unique pottery (decorated 
with white and green zigzags 
and stripes), alongside 17th-
20th century tiles featuring 
fi gures.

Pottery is still develop-
ing in the town; since 1955, a 

workshop of artistic ceramics 
has operated in Ivenets, with 
a dozen potters having their 
own workshops. Th eir articles 
are sold worldwide, as well 
as through the museums at 
Dudutki and Nesvizh. Once 
every three years, the town 
hosts a large contest entitled 
Clay Ringing and, ten years 
ago, the Centre for Craft s 
opened at Ivenets’ museum.

Miroslav Romanovsky 
works at one of the pottery 
workshops, producing won-
derful ceramics. “I inherited a 
love of clay from my father,” 
he smiles. “Later, I attended 
a craft s studio at school and 

studied at the Belarusian Uni-
versity of Culture. I feel happy, 
doing what I really love.”

Th ere is also a weaving 
workshop and a blacksmith’s, 
while a carpentry studio cre-
ates beautiful pieces at Dro-
guntsev’s manor. Carpenter 
Nikolay Zadreiko began 
working with wood quite by 
chance. “Everything began 
with a school dispute. We 
argued over whose drawing 
was best: mine was,” chuckles 
Nikolay. “I then began study-
ing at a club and graduated 
from Bobruisk’s Art College. 
However, I gave up carpen-
try for 12 years, as I was busy 

building my own house and 
bringing up my children. Th is 
year, I returned to the hobby, 
at the request of my soul.” 
Nikolay’s works now decorate 
various parts of Ivenets.

St. Michael’s Roman Cath-
olic Church is another attrac-
tion, now being restored. At 
local residents’ request, its 
former bells are being sought, 
having been hidden during 
WWII, probably, on the bank 
of the river. Several years ago, 
one was discovered beneath 
the church’s tower and was 
returned to its place. Th e re-
maining three are yet to be 
found.

Unique ceramic articles produced and ancient 
bells sought on banks of Volma River

Contrasting 
treasures of 
Ivenets enthral

St. Petersburg 
entrepreneur, born 
in Belarus, constructs 
tourist facilities in Brest 
Region native village

Kletnoe village recently 
enjoyed a great holiday for lo-
cal residents and guests, with 
a dozen timber huts for holi-
daymakers appearing there, 
on the banks of Dikoe’s man-
made lake. It took Russian 
businessman Nikolay Burnos 
two years and a half to pre-
pare the luxurious gift .

Dentist Ilham, from the 
United Arab Emirates, has 
arrived for the summer for 
the second time, joined by 

his family. He thinks people 
from foreign countries are at-
tracted by the weather, land-
scapes and local hospitality, 
seeking to see Belarusian ru-
ral life. Four old yet sturdy 
houses have been set aside 
for such tourists; the owners 
have been off ered housing by 
Mr. Burnos on the other side 
of the street, allowing foreign 
guests to stay. In the morning, 
they can take a scythe, taste 
fresh milk and beat butter 
from sour cream, just as peo-
ple have done here for centu-
ries. Holidaymakers can also 
go horse riding in the forest 
— part of the Belovezhskaya 

Pushcha; fi shing is another 
pastime on off er, alongside a 
spot of gambling and keeping 
fi t at the gym.

About 150 rural guest-
houses operate in the Brest 
Region, welcoming tourists 
to this beautiful corner of 
Belarus. Mr. Burnos plans 
to continue injecting money 
into the development of agro-

tourism in the Pruzhany Dis-
trict, being completely confi -
dent of success. He notes that 
just 20 percent of the United 
Arab Emirates’ revenue 
comes from oil, with most of 
the rest coming from tourism. 
With its picturesque scenery, 
Belarus boasts greater poten-
tial, if we can only learn how 
to use it.

On the bank of 
manmade lake

By Polina Grishkovets

Visitors to Beijing 
International Education 
Expo gain acquaintance 
with possibilities of study 
in Belarus

The 8th Beijing Inter-
national Education Expo 
2011, held annually, has 
featured Belarusian univer-
sities this year. The expo-
sition was organised with 
support from the Beijing 
Education Commission, 
gathering a total of around 
200 educational establish-
ments and organisations 
from 26 countries.

Belarus was represent-
ed with a stand run by its 
Embassy to China, demon-
strating materials from the 
Education Ministry and the 
country’s leading universi-
ties, showing the courses 
available in Minsk and in 
other cities. A delegation 
from the Belarusian State 
University attended, work-

ing jointly with a Chinese 
educational company.

In Beijing, Belarusians 
chatted with leading Chi-
nese educational compa-
nies, and heads of higher 
educational establishments 
from China and elsewhere.

Accessibility of 
studies confirmedBy Victoria Terekhova

The Republican Komar-
ovo — Circle of Days Exhi-
bition-Fair has gathered 
over 220 craftsmen from 

all over the country.
Anyone could learn 

straw and twig weaving 
and wood cutting. Girls at 
the fair were taught em-
broidery while young men 

experimented with pottery 
and blacksmithing.

Komarovo was hosting 
the holiday of crafts for 
the sixth time and had an 
economic spirit this year, 

with representatives of the 
Economy Ministry and en-
trepreneurs using round 
tables to discuss the prob-
lems facing small and me-
dium-sized businesses.

Masters meet at Komarovo
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At Belarusian stand

Belovezhtour Farm agro-tourist complex

Ivenets today boasts plenty of features from the past and present

Pottery traditions still developing


