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The number of those who 
witnessed the initial terrible 
battles on the Belarusian bor-
der first hand falls each year. 
Some veterans were unable to 
come to Brest due to ill health 
but their relatives, children and 
grandchildren attended, bring-
ing photos, documents, letters 
and other materials to donate to 
the Brest Fortress Defence Mu-
seum. Its collection is constantly 
expanding, allowing us to cre-
ate a picture of the fates of those 
who found themselves caught up 
in the slaughter of war. Interest-
ingly, many artefacts have been 
donated by the descendants of 
German soldiers. 70 years on, 
when emotions have calmed, 
these sources of information al-
low us to create a fuller and more 
objective picture of the war.

On the evening of June 22nd, 
Mr. Lukashenko took part in com-
memorative events at Brest Hero 
Fortress Memorial Complex, re-
calling the 70th anniversary of 
the beginning of the Great Patri-
otic War. The Head of State laid 
a wreath at the newly unveiled 
sculpture — dedicated to ‘Bor-
der Heroes, Women and Children 
Who Stepped into Immortality 
with Courage’. Flowers were also 
laid at the bottom of the sculpture 
by Great Patriotic War veterans.

Mr. Lukashenko handed battle 
standards to the military units of 
the Belarusian border guards and 
warmly communicated with war 
veterans. He then visited St. Ni-
cholas Garrison Church, where he 
lit a candle in memory of war vic-
tims. The President also chatted to 
Russian journalists taking part in 
a press tour of Belarus, who were 
attending the events. One jour-
nalist asked Mr. Lukashenko what 
the Great Patriotic War and the 
notion of memory mean to him. 
He replied, “Our Great Victory is 
our grand heritage — belonging 
to Belarus, Russia, Ukraine and to 
the entire Soviet Union. It belongs 
to the Soviet people and to others. 
Recently, we have seen attempts 
to steal this grand heritage away. 
We’ve even been accused of actu-
ally starting the war. Who doubts 

today that there are attempts to 
bury this in oblivion and steal this 
Victory, this great heritage, away 
from us? Nobody doubts it today 
and we must not give it away!” 
underlined the Belarusian leader.

He notes that this has been 
especially revealed in attitudes 
towards Belarus. “Today, they try 
to bow us — unfortunately, there 
are quite a few in Russia and, es-

pecially, in the West. They want 
to teach us a lesson. However, 
I always remind them that our 
veterans are still living, as are 
those who were children during 
the war. There are many who re-
member the contribution and the 
great role that the Soviet people 
played in saving the world from 
the ‘brown plague’,” noted Mr. Lu-
kashenko.

Mr. Lukashenko expressed 
confidence that most Russians 
would join Belarus in protect-
ing their Fatherland, if necessary. 
“Here was the bulwark of our 
Fatherland; here, will it remain,” 
added the Belarusian President. 
Speaking before a requiem con-
cert at Brest Fortress, featuring 
musicians from Belarus and Rus-

sia, he noted that work continues 
in some countries to rewrite the 
historical truth. “Perverse ideas 
of good and evil are being im-
planted in young people’s minds. 
New moral standards are being 
spread in society; these justify ag-
gression and domination of some 
states over others,” the President 
asserted.

The Head of State stated re-

gretfully that, in some ‘super-
civilised and democratic nations’, 
Soviet soldiers are viewed in the 
same way as the Nazis — with 
show trials against Soviet soldiers 
organised. “Yegorov and Kantaria 
— the soldiers who planted the 
Red Banner on the defeated Re-
ichstag — would have hardly 
imagined that the Red Banner of 
Victory would be banned. Today, 
there are many examples,” said 
Mr. Lukashenko. “A glorious war 
hero, having earned his decora-
tions in bloody combat, could 
hardly imagine that his face would 
be spat at and his decorations and 
medals be torn off his chest. This 
is exactly how brazen-faced thugs 
behave in ‘democratic’ countries.”

The President of Belarus be-

lieves it is the ultimate in mean-
ness and cynicism to honour 
Waffen-SS soldiers — whose 
hands are covered with the blood 
of civilians and prisoners of con-
centration camps. According to 
the Head of State, Brest — as the 
first to face Nazi attack — un-
derstands the past as none other. 
“The message is summed up by 
antifascist Julius Fučík, who said: 

‘People, be vigilant!’. Do not allow 
Nazism, xenophobia, racial and 
religious intolerance or the horror 
of war to be revived. Do not be-
lieve in the smooth words of those 
advocating new crusades against 
sovereign nations and states,” em-
phasised Mr. Lukashenko.

He called our war heroes’ leg-
acy a keystone for the Belarusian 
nation and urged that we will nev-
er allow the history of the war to 
be revised. “We’ll always raise our 
young people to respect the glo-
rious past, showing humanism, 
patriotism and love for mankind. 
We will never forget our relation-
ship with those who suffered, 
struggled and won,” assured the 
Belarusian leader.

Recollecting one of the most 

tragic dates in our history — June 
22nd, 1941 — Mr. Lukashenko 
noted that humanity would have 
found itself in hopeless fascist 
slavery had the multi-national So-
viet nation not united in battling 
our common enemies. The Presi-
dent noted the deeply symbolic 
nature of the events dedicated to 
the 70th anniversary of the begin-
ning of the Great Patriotic War 
being hosted by Brest Fortress. 
“This is not only because the war 
began there. We should remind 
everyone once again that the road 
to the Great Victory began there. 
From these ancient walls, where 
stones melted, hearts hardened,” 
noted the Head of State.

“Belarus paid a high price for 
victory and freedom, with a third 
of our population hurt in this cru-
ellest war. The economy was com-
pletely destroyed and the cultural 
heritage of the nation was stolen 
and sacked. Belarus was almost 
wiped from the planet’s map,” re-
minded Mr. Lukashenko. Howev-
er, Belarusians didn’t bend to the 
aggressor. “When the hour of trial 
arrived, our peaceful people — 
men, women and, even, children 
— showed the whole world exam-
ples of courage, endurance and 
patriotism. We then undertook 
a second heroic deed of labour, 
reviving our land from ruins and 
ash. These acts are evidence of 
our Belarusian character,” noted 
the President.

Mr. Lukashenko emphasised 
that Belarusians will always be 
grateful to those who faced that 
terrible war without bending 
their knee or bowing their head. 
“Veterans in our country are sur-
rounded by honour and state 
support. They are our spiritual 
backbone and the basis of a civil 
society,” underlined the Belaru-
sian leader. He added that com-
memorating the heroic deeds of 
the defenders of the Fatherland 
is a nationwide concern. The new 
Belarusian State Museum of Great 
Patriotic War History (Europe’s 
largest) is currently being con-
structed in Minsk Hero-City. It 
will become a visible embodiment 
of our gratitude towards the gen-
eration of victors.

It’s vital that war never breaks out

Friendship 
valued even 
in politics
Group of Friends against 
human traffi  cking set up in 
Geneva at Belarus’ initiative, 
uniting twenty UN member 
states

The Group unites Belarus, 
Bangladesh, Bahrain, Bolivia, 
Venezuela, Egypt, India, Kaza-
khstan, Qatar, Kyrgyzstan, Ni-
geria, Nicaragua, the United 
Arab Emirates, Russia, Singapore, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ecua-
dor, Uzbekistan and the Philip-
pines. It aims to help UN bod-
ies and organisations (located in 
Geneva) in battling human traf-
ficking — including the efficient 
realisation of the United Nations 
Global Plan of Action to Combat 
Trafficking in Persons.

Tragic events of Great Patriotic War 
should not be repeated in the future
The CIS Heads of State’s 
Address to the Commonwealth 
nations and the international 
community on the 70th 
anniversary of the Great 
Patriotic War of 1941-1945

Th e Address reads: ‘Seventy years 
ago, on June 22nd, 1941, Nazi Ger-
many and its satellites treacherously 
attacked the Soviet Union. Th e Great 
Patriotic War began — the most terri-
ble ordeal in the history of the people 
of the multinational Soviet state. Th ey 
survived it honourably. Rising in de-
fence of their homeland, our people 
entered into a struggle with an insidi-
ous and cruel enemy at fronts stretch-
ing from the Barents Sea to the Black 
Sea, revealing to the world the great-

est examples of heroism, fortitude 
and patriotism — both on the bat-
tlefi eld and in the rear. Th ey shared 
hardships and adversities equally, 
fi rmly believing in the justice of their 
struggle. Together, they survived and 
vanquished the enemy.’

Th e Address notes that the fi rst 
day of the war, which was especially 
gruelling for those who bore the 
brunt of the Nazi troops, was the 
fi rst step on the long road towards 
Victory. ‘We remember the cost and 
how much grief and suff ering our 
nations endured. As those dramatic 
times recede, the stronger our feeling 
of gratitude and indebtedness to all 
those who defended their Fatherland 
and, at great personal sacrifi ce, liber-

ated the people of Europe from Nazi 
enslavement.’

‘We remember with gratitude 
the contribution of those states in 
the anti-Hitler coalition and the anti-
Nazi fi ghters in other countries. We 
will never forget the sacrifi ces they 
brought to the altar of our shared Vic-
tory. We bow our heads in memory of 
those fallen in battle, tortured to death 
in Nazi concentration camps and fas-
cist torture chambers, and those who 
died of hunger and misery.’

Th e Address underlines that the 
70th anniversary of the beginning 
of the Great Patriotic War is a re-
minder that this must never happen 
again and that any aggressor would 
inevitably suff er fair retribution: ‘We 

consider it vital to convey to our de-
scendants the historical truth about 
this war — its tragic beginning and 
victorious end. Th e Great Victory 
is one of the major historical events 
uniting our countries. Th e Great Vic-
tory has the highest spiritual value, 
being a moral reference point for all 
post-war generations brought up on 
the ideals of friendship, brotherhood 
and good neighbourliness.’

Th e Address calls upon the in-
ternational community to unite its 
eff orts in building and consolidat-
ing peace without wars, confl icts or 
violence — relying on the noble goals 
and principles of the UN Charter for 
the welfare and prosperity of all peo-
ple and nations.
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Guard of honour near Brest Hero Fortress Memorial Complex


