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Delegations from Belarus, Russia, 
Ukraine, Azerbaijan, China, Cuba, 
Venezuela and India attended the 
event in Minsk, with Moscow — the 
fair’s honourable guest — enjoying a 
separate stand. Th e Moscow media 
have taken part since the very fi rst 
year but this was their largest delega-
tion, comprising leading newspapers 
(such as Rossiiskaya Gazeta, Izvestia 
and Literaturnaya Gazeta) along-
side magazines and book publishing 
houses.

Th e Belarusian Information 
Ministry and Moscow’s Department 
of Mass Media and Advertisement 
signed a co-operative agreement for 
2011-2012, with the Muscovites of-
fi cially inviting the Belarusians to at-
tend their future book and printed 
media fairs. Moscow journalists are 
also to attend the Slavonic Bazaar  
in Vitebsk this year, reporting on the 
20th International Song Contest.

Opening the Mass Media in Be-

larus exhibition, Belarusian Informa-
tion Minister Oleg Proleskovsky not-
ed that our present times are unique 
for the country’s media. “In late April, 
Grodno hosted a large seminar, gath-
ering regional mass media. Th e results 
of the Zolotaya Litera (Golden Letter) 
contest have been concluded, with 
the Televershina event is next in line. 

A traditional media forum is soon to 
be organised, in addition to a summer 
school for CIS journalists. We wel-
come all those who write objectively 
and honestly about Belarus,” he said.

Alexander Lukashenko’s wel-
coming speech was read by the First 

Deputy Head of the Presidential Ad-
ministration, Alexander Radkov. It 
acknowledged that printed media 
is ‘a fourth power’ playing a key role 
in guiding public opinion. He noted: 
‘Th e duty of each journalist is to re-
port on carefully considered, true 
information, while recognising their 
level of responsibility for each word 

pronounced, for each shot and piece’.
Belarus is progressing in the glo-

bal information fi eld, with more ac-
tive Internet users registered country-
wide. Over 30 percent of Belarusians 
surf the global web on a regular basis, 
while each district newspaper now has 

its own Internet site (due to the atten-
tions of the state). “I believe that this 
off ers a unique possibility for Belarus, 
when district newspapers can be read 
online in Argentina, the USA, Can-
ada, France and Australia — all over 
the globe,” said Mr. Proleskovsky.

Belarus’ State Programme for 
Mass Media Development until 2015 
focuses on the complete transition to 
digital TV broadcasting. Th is applies 
not only to TV channels, but to all 
content, allowing digital broadcasts 
from diff erent sources to be united, 
effi  ciently interacting while providing 
users with access to global and local 
information resources.

Experts believe that printed edi-
tions of Belarusian newspapers will 
still be desirable, as Western tabloids 
are, with printed versions of Belaru-
sian daily and weekly papers focus-
ing on analytical reviews and reports. 

New editions continue to be annually 
registered in the country. However, 
over the past fi ve years, the state me-
dia budget has not been raised, en-
couraging editions to cover their own 
costs. Meanwhile: none of the major 
national newspapers has seen its cir-
culation fall, while many regional 
newspapers have even increased their 
circulation.

The MTThe MT reference: reference:
1,364 printed and 240 elec-

tronic mass media editions are 
registered in Belarus, with publica-
tions released in Belarusian, Rus-
sian, English, German, Ukrainian, 
Polish and other European lan-
guages. Nine information agencies 
operate in the country. Since early 
2011, 32 new printed and 3 elec-
tronic mass media editions have 
been registered in Belarus.

Access to information 
in hands of media
Representatives of over 600 newspapers, magazines, TV 
companies and publishing houses from eight countries attend 
15th International Specialised Mass Media in Belarus Exhibition

Th e President of Belarus, 
Alexander Lukashenko, head-
ed a solemn procession in 
Minsk, heading from Oktya-
brskaya Square to Pobedy 
Square along Nezavisimosti 
Avenue. Th e Heroes of the 
Soviet Union and veterans 
of the Great Patriotic War 
and Armed Forces joined the 
country’s top ranking offi  cials 
in the front line of the festive 
parade. Veterans were also 
driven in automobiles with 
special stands available at 
Pobedy Square for those un-
able to take part in the march 
due to poor health. In total, 
around 80,000 gathered in the 
centre of the capital.

Th e President laid a 
wreath at the Victory Monu-
ment, with others laid by 
state authorities, public asso-
ciations, diplomatic missions, 
Great Patriotic War veterans 
and the clergy. Mr. Lukash-
enko and all those present 
commemorated the memory 
of the dead heroes with a 
minute’s silence at Pobedy 
Square.

Th e Head of State warmly 
chatted with veterans and 
heads of diplomatic missions 
at the solemn event and, as 
is traditional, shared his im-
pressions with journalists. He 
believes Belarus will always 
cherish the memory of its 
heroism in the Great Patriotic 
War. Th e country has already 
done much in this sphere and 
continues to do so. Th ere are 
no neglected memorials in 
the Republic, with new monu-

ments being erected. Th e con-
struction of a new Museum of 
Great Patriotic War History 
has already been launched in 
Minsk.

“We are doing all that we 
can to pay tribute to those 

who won freedom for us. 
Look, how many children 
and young people are on the 
avenue today. Th ey all under-
stand that their grandfathers 
and great grandfathers were 
fi ghting for victory. It’s price-

less to see 5-7 year old boys 
paying their respects to veter-
ans and honouring the Great 
Victory,” noted the Head of 
State.

“Because of that victory, 
we’ve created and strength-

ened our state,” added the 
Belarusian President. “Be-
larus does more than any 
other country to preserve this 
memory.” Mr. Lukashenko 
especially underlined that it’s 
necessary to preserve every-

thing that speaks about the 
deeds of the Belarusian peo-
ple in that bloody war.

Th e President believes 
that Victory Day is a common 
holiday, uniting Belarusians 
and Europeans. “Not only So-
viet people were fi ghting and 
dying. Of course, they played 
the major role, but there were 
also anti-fascists and commu-
nists in Germany, who strug-
gled to the death against the 
enemy. Th ere was a mass anti-
fascist movement in Western 
Europe. It was very precious. 
Especially when we crossed 
the border and headed for 
Berlin, we felt that assistance. 
Th e liberation army of Yugo-
slavia fought, alongside other 
groups, and Poland’s army, 
with our support and help; 
it couldn’t have been other-
wise,” continued the Head of 
State.

Speaking of current rela-
tions between Belarus and the 
EU, Mr. Lukashenko stressed, 
“We have not crossed the Ru-
bicon, but somebody is des-
perately trying to cross it from 
the other bank. We’re ready 
for everything, although we 
would not like it. We do not 
seek war, preferring to live in 
peace, bringing up our chil-
dren in peace, developing 
our economy, industry and 
agriculture and constructing 
housing instead of ruining 
it. If they can hear us, they’re 
welcome, we are open to dia-
logue. If they do not want to 
hear us, we will take it into 
account.”

The saved world remembers…
Solemn events to honour Victory Day traditionally take place in Belarus on May 9th

On May 9th, 1945, the Soviet people won the Great Patriotic War, which lasted 1,418 days and nights and which 
shaped the destiny of the USSR and the future of world civilisation. Our country faced an extremely heavy blow while 
the path towards Great Victory began on Belarusian land on June 22nd, 1941.

Belarus was the fi rst among the USSR republics to face a mass attack from fascist invaders. Restraining the fascist 
troops from the fi rst days of the war, Brest Fortress fought to the last ditch. Unyielding Mogilev withstood a month-
long siege. During their occupation, the enemies destroyed 209 cities and towns and 9,200 villages (with over 600 
villages’ residents murdered). By the end of the war, the Republic had lost almost a third of its population.

The Minsk Times 
weekly wins 7th 
National Print Media 
Contest Golden Letter 
for 'Best Images of 
Belarus' nomination
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Great Patriotic War veterans are most honourable participants of Victory Day celebrations

Exhibition demonstrates diverse editions


