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By Viktar Korbut

Belarusian national pavilion to be 
fi rst represented at International 
Cannes Film Festival

It’s already known that the Culture 
Ministry, the Belarusian TV and Radio 
Company and the National Belarusfi lm 
Studio are to organise our pavilion at the 
64th International Cannes Festival; private 
companies (including French Peugeot) are 
sponsoring the event.

Th e Cannes Festival is among the oldest 
in the world, held annually since 1946 and 
taking place in May. Its best fi lm is award-
ed the ‘Golden Palm’ while other awards 
include the Grand Prix and those for best 
male and female actors, directors and play-
wrights. Th e jury has its own award, while 
the ‘Golden Palm’ is also given for short 
length fi lms and the ‘Golden Camera’ is 
awarded to the best new director.

Th e Director of the Culture Ministry’s 
Department for Cinematography, Oleg Sil-
vanovich, stresses that this will be Belarus’ 
fi rst pavilion at the Cannes Film Festival. 
He explains, “Some states wait years for an 
invitation to present at Cannes but we took 
just six months to gain the honour.”

Speaking about our national pavilion, 

Oleg Lukashevich — a journalist for Be-
larusian TV’s 1st Channel who has been 
travelling to Cannes for many years to 
report on the festival — tell us, “Belarus 
is presenting an ‘embassy’ to global cin-
ematography. Like a traditional embassy, 
our goal is to promote our reputation. We 
would like people to perceive us as part of 
the European cinematographic family.”

Th is year, Belarus’ fi lms aren’t being 
entered within the contest programme. 
“Th ere’s no hurry,” says Mr. Lukashevich, 
who knows the workings of the fi lm forum 
well. He suggests that we penetrate Cannes 

gradually. “In the fi rst year, it’s hard to fi nd 
partners. Ukraine debuted in 2008 but only 
screened a fi lm in the contest programme 
in 2010. Our initial target, in the fi rst year, 
is to demonstrate Belarusian fi lm making.”

Th is year, an offi  cial Belarusian del-
egation, for the fi rst time, participated in 
the 61st Berlin International Film Festival 
— Berlinale. Representatives of Minsk’s In-
ternational Listapad Film Festival request-
ed that they might screen fi lms selected in 
the German capital back in that of Belarus 
and negotiated the participation of global-
ly known European cinematographers at 
Listapad. Meanwhile, foreign production 
companies received proposals of co-opera-
tion in the fi eld of joint fi lm making with 
Belarus.

Th e 18th International Listapad Film 
Festival is to take place from November 
5th-12th. Programme Director Igor Suk-
manov tells us that the Minsk fi lm forum 
aroused interest at Berlinale. “Representa-
tives of the international fi lm industry 
noted that our forum has good prospects,” 
he says.

Th e fi rst Belarusian-Russian fi lm 
project, Brest Fortress, has received three 
Russian cinema Nika awards, winning ‘Best 
Costumes’, ‘Best Sets’ and ‘Best Sound’.

Blessed Are You in 
Wives… joint project by 
Minsk sculptors Sergey 
Vozisov and Leonid Bely, 
dedicated to Easter, on 
show at Modern Fine Arts 
Museum in Minsk

Th e exhibition is on dis-
play to the public for the fi rst 
time, including over 10 joint 
works by the creative duo. 
Th ree years ago, the sculptors 
demonstrated the beginning 
of their Christian project at 
the museum; now, the com-
pleted works are on show.

“In their artistic project, 
fi lled with various symbols, 
Mr. Vozisov and Mr. Bely 
combine images of the Virgin 
Mary and Jesus Christ with 
those of the female form — 
showing feminine beauty and 
the fate of a woman who gives 
birth then loses her child,” 
notes Museum Director Na-
talia Sharangovich.

Th e project comprises 
compositions of various sizes, 
alongside bas-reliefs created 
in the traditions of the classi-

cal art school. “Faces, hands, 
movements and fi gures, made 
from polished bronze and 
placed on granite pedestals, 
are formed perfectly. How-
ever, the most vital aspect for 
the sculptors is to show fe-
male beauty at various, even 
tragic, times,” continues Ms. 
Sharangovich.

She stresses that they are 
members of ‘a very profes-
sional art school of sculptors, 
skilful in expressiveness, size 
and composition’. Th e artists 
are eager to show that beauty 
endures as the major theme 
and essence of art.

Cultural 
events in 
cultural 
capital
By Tatiana Shurovskaya 

Picturesque works by 
Minsk artist Andrey 
Dubinin and wax 
fi gurines from St. 
Petersburg’s Peter and 
Paul Fortress (State 
History Museum) on 
show at Gomel’s Palace 
and Park Estate

Th e Last Supper joint ex-
hibition at the Rumyantsev-
Paskevich Palace is organised 
for the fi rst time, being one of 
many events held during 2011 
in Gomel — the cultural capital 
of Belarus and the CIS this year.

Andrey Dubinin’s 
Geist+arbeiter is translated into 
Russian as ‘worker of spirit’.  
Some of his works are dedicated 
to the theme of Th e Last Sup-
per. Jesus is shown with his fi rst 
apostles although the master 
off ers his own portrayal, diff er-
ing from the classical. He has 
also been inspired by the ‘Can-
tico delle creature’ prayer, by St. 
Francis of Assisi.

Mr. Dubinin studied at the 
Belarusian Arts Academy and 
has been working in Italy for 
the past decade. In 2008, he 
was awarded Rome’s Biennale 
of International Art diploma. 
His works on show are supple-
mented by a thematic composi-
tion of wax fi gurines — Th e Last 
Supper — from St. Petersburg’s 
Peter and Paul Fortress (State 
History Museum). Jesus and 
his apostles repeat Leonardo da 
Vinci’s famous fresco from Mi-
lan’s Santa Maria delle Grazie 
church, which has remained a 
mystery for fi ve centuries.

By Viktar Korbut

In mid April, Minsk was vis-
ited by Raimonda Balniene, Di-
rector of the State Department 
of Tourism under the Economy 
Ministry of Lithuania, accom-
panied by representatives of the 
tourist branch of her country. 
Interestingly, she noted that Be-
larusians account for 15 percent 
of all foreign tourists to Lithu-
ania, being among the top three 
nations visiting Vilnius (along-
side Russians and Poles). Most 
Belarusians arrive in Lithuania 
on business trips, or to visit their 
relatives and friends. Th ey also 
love to go shopping and use lo-
cal resort services. “Th e attrac-
tion of tourists from Belarus, as 
well as from Germany and the 
UK, is among the top priorities 
for our country,” stresses the 
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Lithuania to 
Belarus, H.E. Mr. Edminas Bag-
donas.

Many Belarusians are 
awaiting the launch of a grand 
ski complex — Snoras Snow 
— in Lithuanian Druskininkai; 
it is set to join the top fi ve global 
winter resorts. Since 1940, Be-
larus Sanatorium has operated 
in Druskininkai, being located 
in a beautiful spot on the Nie-
man River. Additionally, the 
Be2gether musical festival is a 
traditional symbol of Belaru-
sian-Lithuanian friendship, 
held in June. Th is year, the site 
by Norviliškės Castle is to host 
the festival of music and art for 
the fi ft h time.

Lithuania remains a leader 
in terms of rural tourism in the 
region, with Belarus keen to 

learn from the experience of the 
country. Ausra Selelionyte, Di-
rector of Belvilis hotel complex 
in Moletai, notes this is the only 
hotel in the area. Travellers tend 
to stay at one of the 50 home-
steads operating in the region 
(concentrated in great density 
there in comparison to other 
Lithuanian regions). Enough 
rural guesthouses exist to meet 
demand. As well as boasting 18 
lakes, there is also the Museum 
of Ethno-Cosmology, open 24 
hours a day. It is unique, allow-
ing visitors to view the stars via 
its magnifi cent telescope, while 
learning how our ancestors de-

scribed celestial objects.
“To attract foreign tourists 

to Belarus we need to take into 
consideration the experience 
of our neighbours, diversify-
ing our tourist programmes,” 
notes Belarus’ Deputy Sports 
and Tourism Minister, Cheslav 
Shulga. “At present, our nature 
is unrivalled, so we are relying 
on the development of our lake, 
river and hunting tourism.”

Cross Hill, near Šiauliai, 
bears the amazing sight of 
200,000 crucifi xes placed over 
its summit, brought by visitors 
from all over the globe, planted 
as they say a prayer. Mosar is a 

similar Christian Mecca in Be-
larus. Lithuanian-born Roman 
Catholic priest Juozas Bulka 
built a copy of Vilnius’ Aušros 
Vartai (the Gates of Dawn) 
on the site (which keeps the 
Mother of God icon revered by 
all Christian believers). Belarus’ 
Sports and Tourism Ministry 
plans to attract those who cur-
rently holiday in Lithuania and 
Latvia, hoping to ‘add’ Belarus 
onto multi-destination tours. 
Just 180km separate Vilnius 
and Minsk and almost one mil-
lion tourists have been visiting 
Lithuania and Latvia annually, 
both of which border Belarus. 

Naturally, Mr. Shulga is real-
istic, saying,” Th ere is one ob-
stacle for foreign tourists — not 
the cost of a Belarusian visa but 
the time needed for its issue. We 
know that tourists prefer to re-
ceive a visa immediately on the 
border, without waiting even a 
day or two.” With this in mind, 
the heads of the Foreign Min-
istry, the Finance Ministry, the 
State Border Committee and 
the Sports and Tourism Minis-
try are to meet to discuss reduc-
ing tourist visa fees and other 
issues, notes the Deputy Prime 
Minister of the Belarusian Gov-
ernment, Anatoly Tozik.

Travellers to Lithuania last year comprised mostly Belarusian citizens

Neighbours as tourists

Projection at Cote d’-Azur film 
event from centre of Europe

Easter themed ideas 
captured in bronze
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One of the project’s works

Lithuanian capital’s architecture also arouses tourist interest

Cannes Film Festival award


