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By Valentin Pepelyaev

Mr. Dolgushin once 
performed the leading 
role in this ballet, at the 
Mikhailovsky Th eatre in St. 
Petersburg; he now works 
there as a teacher and tu-
tor. Th is is the second time 
that the ballet has featured 
at the Bolshoi Th eatre, the 
fi rst being in 1983, staged by 
People’s Artiste of the USSR 
Oleg Vinogradov.

La Sylphide is an em-
phatically decorative per-
formance, a predecessor 
of Giselle, which marked a 
new milestone in roman-
tic art. Th e classical Dan-

ish choreography of August 
Bournonville is an aesthetic 
delight for lovers of legends, 
ballads and ancient stories. 
Its abundant romanticism 
and revival of an ancient 
story has its own attractive-
ness and charm, while its 
emotions awaken our ‘inner 
child’. Everything is perfect 
and kind-hearted, with the 
audience able to empathise; 
certainly, we all sometimes 
dream of the unattainable.

Th e Belarusian ballet 
has recently witnessed a ro-
mantic trend, staging Cho-
piniana, Paquita, Tristan and 
Isolde and, now, La Sylphide, 
which involves three teams of 

soloists. Before the premiere, 
some admitted that the ballet 
is technically challenging, yet 
everyone has fulfi lled their 

task brilliantly. James, per-
formed by People’s Artiste 
of Belarus Igor Artamonov, 
is light and ethereal, com-

plementing his sweetheart 
and earning great applause 
from the public. Lyudmila 
Kudryavtseva and Yuri Ko-

valev also bring a unique 
perspective, showing the es-
sence of the hard-working 
Scandinavian character.

By Sergey Kochetov

Works by over 50 masters 
on show as part of 20th-21st 
Century Artists of Vitebsk 
exhibition

In 2011, Vitebsk’s Artistic Stu-
dio, named after Y. Pen, celebrates 
its 115th anniversary. It laid the 
basis for Vitebsk’s artistic school. 
To honour the memory of the 
great Belarusian painter, Vitebsk’s 
acknowledged masters and young 
artists have joined efforts to give 
an exhibition on the third floor of 
the Vitebsk Art Museum.

In the early 20th centu-

ry, Vitebsk became one of the 
world’s largest laboratories for 
contemporary art, architecture 
and design. The city is known as 
a centre of the avant-garde, while 
the ‘Vitebsk artistic school’ and 
‘Vitebsk’s Renaissance’ are no-
tions which still attract interest 
worldwide. Over the years, the 
public association of regional 
artists has been developing. The 
regional organisation of the Be-
larusian Union of Artists now 
unites over 100 masters, who are 
dedicated to painting, graphic art, 
sculpture and decorative-and-ap-
plied arts.

By Svetlana Yevstigneeva

In addition to other 
musical instruments, a 
dulcimer is being used to 
accompany our perform-
ance of I Love Belarus 
— sung by Anastasia Vin-
nikova at the Eurovision-
2011 Song Contest. Th e 
score’s composer, Yevgeny 
Oleinik, notes that he is 
surprised that Belarusian 
entrants have failed to use 
national ‘colour’ before. 
He explains that a dulci-
mer could help our singer 
earn additional points, 
touching the hearts of TV 
viewers in countries which 
also see it as their national 
instrument. “Individual-
ity and self-expression are 

acute themes for many Eu-
ropean nations. With this 
in mind, we’ve written a 
song about Belarus. I hope 
people will support us in 
our desire to promote our 
country and will vote for 
our entry,” Mr. Oleinik 
stresses.

Anastasia will per-
form during the second 
semi-fi nal, held in Ger-
man Düsseldorf on May 
12th, competing against 
Austria, Belgium, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Cyprus, 
Moldova, Slovakia, Swe-
den, Holland, Ukraine, 

Bulgaria, Denmark, Esto-
nia, Macedonia, Ireland, 
Israel, Latvia, Romania 
and Slovenia. Interesting-
ly, some entrants have per-
formed at Eurovision pre-
viously: Moldova’s Zdob 
si Zdub, which came sixth 
in 2005, and Israel’s Dana 
International (famous for 
her Diva hit), who won 
the contest in 1998.

Th e fi rst semi-fi nal, 
held on May 10th, features 
19 countries, including 
Russia’s Alexey Vorobiev 
singing Get You. His song 
has been written by his of-
fi cial producer, RedOne, 
who has worked with Lady 
GaGa, Shakira, Enrique 
Iglesias, Jennifer Lopez 
and other world stars.

National Academic Bolshoi Opera 
and Ballet Theatre hosts premiere 
of Herman Lovenskjold’s La 
Sylphide, staged by famous 
Russian choreographer and 
People’s Artiste of the USSR 
Nikita Dolgushin

Romantic mood felt in the air

I Love Belarus song to be 
accompanied by a dulcimer

Common legacy
of rich traditions

By Alina Grishkevich

Photo exhibition by Antoine 
Gonin at Minsk gallery refl ects 
beauty of French landscapes

Mr. Gonin is already known in 
Belarus; his Praising the Future ex-
hibition was a success in Minsk in 
2008, dedicated to the industrial 
world of high technologies. It now 
graces the walls of the French Em-
bassy.

Mr. Gonin’s creativity is prima-
rily known for its connection to the 

largest enterprises but he has also be-
gun to develop the themes of nature 
and history, resulting in Horizons — 
the fruit of eight years of work. He 
devoted much time to searching for 
the most beautiful light, at dusk and 
at dawn, during a thunderstorm and 
under the boiling sun. He depicts 
views from the Cote de Granit Rose 
(pink granite coast) to the Palace of 
Versailles, from small Corsican fi sh-
ing villages to the fi elds of Burgun-
dy. He skilfully refl ects the richness 
of the French countryside.

Creativity expands horizons

By Galina Arishkevich 

Over 200 photos on show at 
Heritage in the Camera’s Focus: 
One Hundred and Fifty Years 
of Photographing Italian Sites 
of UNESCO World Cultural and 
Natural Heritage, hosted by 
National Library

Th e Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of Italy to Be-
larus, H.E. Mr. Arnaldo Abeti, has 
stressed the importance of the exhi-
bition opening to coincide with Italy 
celebrating the 150th anniversary of 
its unifi cation. Th e original exhibi-
tion marks this jubilee, under the 
aegis of the Italian Foreign Ministry 
and the Ministry for Cultural Herit-
age and Activities.

Owing to the richness and sig-
nifi cance of its cultural-historical 
heritage, Italy boasts the largest 
number of UNESCO sites in the 
world. Th e exhibition features 205 
historical and modern photos, from 
the archives of the Italian Ministry 
for Cultural Heritage and Activities’ 
Central Institute for Cataloguing 
and Documentation. Th ese include 
depictions of 45 Italian UNESCO 
World Heritage List sites.

Th e photos from the past 150 
years feature historical shots from 
the 1850s, in addition to stere-
oscopic three-dimensional pictures 
from the late 19th century, historical 
postcards, aerial photography and 
the most modern digital photos. All 
brightly demonstrate the documen-

tary value of photos and the devel-
opment of photographic devices, 
while indicating photographers’ in-
terest in Italy’s cultural and natural 
heritage. According to Mr. Abeti, 
photos are enthralling documentary 
proof, contributing to the spread of 
historical information on UNESCO 
World Heritage sites in Italy.

In addition, a collection of books 
on the history of art, by the Franco 
Maria Ricci Publishing House, is 
sure to attract interest. Being one 
of the most prestigious publishers 
worldwide, its editions are of ex-
clusive quality, written by globally 
known art critics. Th e exhibition 
demonstrates around 70 volumes 
from various series, including those 
with an historical theme.

Heritage in camera’s focus

Belarus’ Eurovision-2011 song boasts national colour

La Sylphide gives Igor Artamonov another chance to show his multi-faceted talent
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Dulcimer to strengthen national colour

Vitebsk hosts numerous shows in these modern days


