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By Tatiana Veliaminova 

A Belarusian-Russian inter-
governmental agreement on 
co-operation aims to promote 
the exploration and use of out-
er space for peaceful purposes. 
Signed at a session of the Union 
State’s Council of Ministers in 
Minsk, it outlines our plans to 
continue collaboration in the de-
sign and manufacture of modern 
space technologies, while creat-
ing joint space craft. We aim to 
send a group of Union State sat-
ellites into orbit, with the cluster 
launch of a Belarusian satellite 
and a Russian Kanopus-B satel-
lite as the first step. Meanwhile, 
surface-based infrastructure is to 
be united.

Belarus and Russia plan to 
use this satellite group not only 
to satisfy their own demand for 
space data but to export infor-
mation to other countries. The 
signed agreement provides for 
manufacturing co-operation be-
tween our two states’ companies, 
regarding the design and manu-
facture of high-tech products 
and components used for remote 
Earth sensing, space communica-
tion and navigation. The move 
will ensure new jobs in the space 

industry, with various training 
programmes offered.

Th is year, the Belarusian satel-
lite should go into orbit, alongside 
the Russian Kanopus-B satellite, 
launched from Baikonur on a Soyuz 

carrier rocket and a Fregat booster 
module. Th ey’ll orbit at 500-520km 
above the Earth’s surface. Th e Bela-
rusian satellite is lighter and more 
manoeuvrable than its predecessor, 
weighing just 400kg and with a res-

olution of about 2 metres, providing 
images of Belarus from space. In fu-
ture, Belarus plans to set up a multi-
ple-layer sensing system, which will 
include an aviation segment, repre-
sented by pilotless aircraft .

By Valery Sidorchikov 

Recent tax reform in Belarus 
has brought the national 
system in line with that of 
Europe

Today’s Belarusian tax payer 
makes only five payments, in ad-
dition to contributions to the so-
cial fund: income tax, value add-
ed tax, property tax, land tax and 
ecology tax. Those involved in 
business activities may also pay 
excise tax and some others.

According to Belarus’ Taxes 
and Duties Minister, Vladimir 
Poluyan, it’s time for the World 

Bank to compile a new rating, 
since the last relates to 2009. Dras-
tic changes were implemented in 
2010, so Belarus should stand at 
around 100th place, rather than 
being at the end of the list. “Other 
states have probably also reformed 
their tax systems so Belarus might 
fail to reach the top hundred but 
its place should certainly be quite 
high,” Mr. Poluyan notes. He adds 
that most of the 30 countries at 
the top the World Bank’s list are 
off-shore zones, situated near the 
equator and lacking a powerful 
state system of social protection, 
as Belarus enjoys.

Space services affordable
Belarus and Russia intent on jointly exporting space services via close co-operative ties

National 
products 
to gain 
reputation
Over the next fi ve years, 
Belarusian potato exports are 
to increase ten-fold

President Alexander Lukash-
enko and the Government have met 
to discuss the 2011-2015 State Rural 
Development Programme. Prime 
Minister Mikhail Myasnikovich not-
ed that it focuses on export orienta-
tion. Belarus could become second 
worldwide for net butter exports, 
while occupying fourth position for 
cheese exports and fi ft h or sixth place 
for meat exports, by 2015.

Purchasing power for food prod-
ucts should rise 1.3-1.4 times over 
the next fi ve years, while planned 
growth rates for Belarusian exports 
will more than double. However, the 
Belarusian Government believes that 
strong international marketing is 
needed to ensure stability of export 
supplies.

As far as crop growing is con-
cerned, in the past fi ve years, the 
country has failed to raise exports. In 
2010 alone, Belarus imported $408m 
of raw and processed vegetables.

To achieve the targets of the new 
programme, an effi  cient foreign lo-
gistics network must be created, with 
potato exports (a national brand for 
our state) likely to increase ten-fold.

By Darya Kustova

Trial cargo from China arrives 
at would-be transport and 
logistics centre in Orsha

Hong Kong’s СВТ Develop-
ment (Logistics) Limited has fin-
ished technical preparations for 
the construction of the transport 
and logistics centre at Orsha’s 
Aircraft Repair Plant JSC. It is 
to be located at the intersection 
of the second and ninth interna-
tional transport corridors. Or-
sha’s Aircraft Repair Plant already 
has an aerodrome able to accept 
most aircraft, with a convenient 
railway line nearby. In future, its 
logistics facilities will be able to 
service cargo traffic arriving from 
Warsaw, Tallinn and elsewhere.

The site envisages warehouse 
terminals, open ground for stor-
ing large-sized container goods, 
bank branches, an insurance 
company, a business centre and 

a hotel. The centre will occupy 
around 100,000sq.m and, accord-
ing to preliminary calculations, 
will require $50m of investments. 
The volume of cargo traffic is ex-
pected to double under the most 
favourable circumstances, allow-
ing the project to pay for itself 
within three years rather than 
nine.

Alongside territorial, manu-
facturing and technical advantag-
es, the investment project boasts 
other preferences to ensure a fa-
vourable business environment, 
encouraging newly created enter-
prises in small towns.

According to Vladimir Troit-
sky, Director of Orsha’s Aircraft 
Repair Plant, the new centre will 
enhance international air, railway 
and automobile transportation, 
while developing the aircraft 
plant’s infrastructure and promot-
ing the development of the town 
where the company is situated.

Growing cargo traffic 
to please both sides

Tax ratings compiled 
behind the times

By Tatiana Chumakova  

Buses with ‘intelligent’ electric 
systems being produced in 
Belarus this year

“Via the control panel, drivers 
can view data on vehicle problems. 
Moreover, it will be impossible for 
passengers to trap their hand, leg 
or bags in the doors, since they 
won’t close if obstacles are sensed. 
Th e option will be automatically 
regulated, rather than overseen by 
the driver,” explains the Head of 
Auto-tractor Electronics and Elec-
trical Mechanics at the National 
Academy of Sciences’ Joint Insti-
tute for Machine Building, Mikhail 
Belous.

Th e production of smart buses 
in Belarus is the result of a complex 
information-managing system, de-
veloped by the Institute’s scientists. 
According to Mr. Belous, the usual 
electric bus cables (up to 4.5km 
in length) are no longer needed, 
saving non-ferrous metals (up to 
several dozen kilos per vehicle). 
Additionally, the new system sig-
nifi cantly reduces time and labour 
costs for assembly, with vehicles 
expected to remain operational 
for at least ten years. It took about 
three years for Belarusian scientists 
to develop the complex system.

Th is year, Minsk Automobile 
Works plans to manufacture 50 
buses using the new system: for 

city and inter-city routes. In 2010, 
the plant produced three samples. 
According to Mr. Belous, the sys-
tem is moderately priced while sig-
nifi cantly saving money and time 
on manufacturing.

Last year, the MAZ-205 smart 
bus participated in international 
exhibitions in Belgium and Rus-
sia, returning to Minsk under its 
own power. Aft erwards, it success-
fully passed certifi cation tests in 
Ukraine and Russia. “No remarks 
on the system’s operation have 
been made,” notes the scientist. 
Th e Joint Institute for Machine 
Building is now working on fur-
ther modifying several MAZ bus 
models.

Smart transport soon to 
appear on internal roads
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Development of space industry is a priority for our two neighbouring states

Taxes to be reduced

Warehouses of transport and logistics centre


