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By Sergey Molakhov

The fish market is par-
adoxical, since we boast 
huge potential to rear fish 
yet tend to import frozen 
fish from abroad, usually of 
bad quality. Last year alone, 
Belarus purchased 180,000 
tonnes of fish and sea prod-
ucts, while our domestic 
producers supplied just 
15,000 tonnes of fish inter-
nally; moreover, they even 
failed to sell it in full.  

Belarusian fish can re-
main in aquariums for 
weeks, without enjoying 
demand, yet a queue gath-
ers if a truck selling live fish 
stops nearby. The first Fish 
of Belarus trade fair — re-
cently held in the Minsk 
Region’s Cherven — is a 
bright example, gathering 
specialised fish-breeding 
organisations, entrepre-
neurs, farmers and traders. 
Never before had the town 
seen such crowds, with dai-
ly queues forming at each 
stand selling lake and river 
fish: live, frozen, chilled, 
smoked and air-dried. By 
midday, everything was 
sold out. Meanwhile, a shop 
nearby with its own aquari-
um sold no fish at all.  

Prime Minister Mikhail 
Myasnikovich attended the 
fair, noting that fish pro-
duction must be increased, 
alongside enhancement of 
deep processing. He vis-
ited Volma fish-breeding 
company, noting the need 
to reduce costs. Mr. Myas-
nikovich stresses that fish 
prices should be cut for 
buyers, admitting that cur-

rent prices are quite high in 
our country. 

Specialists expect these 
‘fish problems’ to be settled 
in the coming five years. In 
2010, Belarus completed its 
five year state programme 
for development of the fish 
industry; major tasks were 
fulfilled, with revival com-
pleted. Now, a new state 
programme for the devel-
opment of fish-breeding 
has been elaborated and 
adopted. 

At present, Belarusian 
shops offer quite a limited 
range of fish, with carp ac-
counting for 83 percent of 
the total volume. Pricier 
fish — sturgeon, salmon 
and catfish — account for 

no more than one percent 
but the Director of the Agri-
culture and Food Ministry’s 
Department for Melioration 
and Water Economy, Ana-
toly Bulyn, believes that, 
by 2016, this figure should 
rise to 2,500 tonnes a year. 
The new state programme 
is focusing on the breeding 
of trout and sturgeon. It’s 
quite possible that, in just 
a few years, Belarus-bred 
caviar from this fish could 
be available to everyone. 

In fact, the fish industry 
has several ways of making 
Belarusian fish even more 
attractive to consumers. 
The Agriculture and Food 
Minister, Mikhail Rusy, 
tells us that fish prices 

should fall in coming years. 
Over 50 percent of prime 
costs come from fodder at 
present but Belarusian fish-
breeding companies plan 
to use poly-cultures more 
intensively, while breeding 
silver carp, pike, catfish and 
grass carp together in a sin-
gle pond. The move should 
raise competitiveness, while 
using fodder to the full and 
saving on expensive fish 
feed. By 2015, poly-cultures 
should account for at least 
30 percent of feed, with 
about 11,000 tonnes of fod-
der saved. Selective-breed-
ing will enhance productiv-
ity while reducing prices. 
Moreover, by 2015, seventy 
percent of all Belarusian 

fish-breeding companies 
will be breeding Belarusian 
and foreign carp. 

Over 70 percent of fish 
are currently sold by fish-
ery companies independ-
ently, via fairs and deliver-
ies to shops and markets. 
Retail trade is slow but spe-
cialists hope to see the situ-
ation soon change, with all 
shops acquiring aquariums. 
They also anticipate large 
processing plants shifting 
from sea to fresh water fish, 
bringing a fall in prices, pri-
marily for carp. Even if carp 
does not reach the price of 
pangasius, other significant 
advantages are foreseen: 
freshness and guaranteed 
quality.

Domestic fish bred cheaply 
while maintaining quality
In the coming five years, Belarusian fish to drop in price, making them more attractive than imports

Assets in 
precious 
metals
National Bank to increase 
its gold-and-currency 
reserves

“We’ll raise our gold-and-
currency reserves to $10bn 
this year and won’t reduce 
them anymore,” stresses the 
Chairman of the Board of 
the National Bank of Belarus, 
Piotr Prokopovich. He adds 
that there are no plans to im-
pose additional restrictions 
on Belarus’ foreign currency 
market.

In February, Belarus’ 
gold-and-currency reserves, 
in national terms, fell by 
$68m, to reach $5.5115bn on 
March 1st, 2011. Th e National 
Bank notes that the country 
has paid its fi rst dividends 
on sovereign Eurobonds, on 
time and in full, paying out 
$43.75m.

Hoping 
to attract 
major 
investors
By Olga Likhovtseva

Foreign companies take 
active interest in projects 
relating to mineral 
deposit development

In March, international 
contests were announced to 
choose investors to develop 
Sitnitsa building stone deposit 
and to construct an ore min-
ing and processing enterprise. 
A tender is also being off ered 
for building an ore mining 
and processing factory to 
produce metallised pellets, at 
Okolovo iron ore deposit. In 
the near future, tenders will 
be off ered for processing de-
posits of brown coal and oil 
shale.

“Investors, including 
those from China, Poland 
and elsewhere, are taking 
an active interest in these 
projects,” notes the Minister 
for Natural Resources and 
Environmental Protection 
of Belarus, Vladimir Tsalko. 
“It’s too early to name these 
companies; the winners will 
be determined only aft er the 
contests are over.”

Th e Minister adds that 
major investors are sought to 
apply the latest technologies 
for developing deposits and 
building mining and process-
ing facilities.

By Valery Sidorchikov 

Petrolera BeloVenezolana 
to almost double oil 
mining

This year, the Belaru-
sian-Venezuelan joint ven-
ture is to produce 1.35m 
tonnes of oil (up 600,000 
tonnes on 2010) and 835m 
cubic metres of associated 
gas (up 320m cubic me-
tres). Analysing the fore-
cast for gas production in 
Venezuela in 2011, spe-
cialists note that volumes 
could quadruple those of 
Belarusian deposits.

The expansion of Pe-
trolera BeloVenezolana’s 
operations is primarily due 
to additional deposits be-
ing allocated to the compa-
ny. At the beginning of last 
year, the joint venture had 

five oil deposits. During 
2010, a license was granted 
to extract gas at six de-
posits. In December 2010, 
the President of Venezuela 
signed a decree to grant 
another two oil deposits to 
the joint venture.

Venezuela is second 
only to Belarus as Belorus-
neft’s most important oil 
production centre. Co-
operation in other oil-re-
lated areas is gaining mo-
mentum. For example, in 
2010, two Belarusian teams 
repaired 44 underground 
wells in Venezuela, result-
ing in additional produc-
tion of 21,600 tonnes of oil. 
Seismological joint venture 
Sismica BeloVenezolana is 
also expanding operations, 
carrying out seismic sur-
veys in the Orinoco River 

basin. The venture’s new 
office introduces innova-
tive technologies developed 
by the Research and Devel-
opment Bureau of Belorus-
neft: BelNIPIneft.

Exploring oil-rich 
Orinoco River basin

By Andrey Gusev 

Chisinau interested in 
purchasing MAZ buses

Chisinau Mayoral Of-
fi ce has shown interest in 
the purchase of Minsk Au-
tomobile Works’ buses. A 
Moldovan delegation — 
headed by Chisinau General 
Mayor Dorin Chirtoacă — 
has visited Minsk’s MAZ to 
view the latest innovations. 
Mr. Chirtoacă has told jour-
nalists that he is impressed 
by the plant, noting the high 
quality of its manufacture. 
He sees no particular dif-
ference between MAZ ma-
chinery and that of Western 
Europe, with Belarusian 
vehicles meeting ecological 
Euro-3, 4 and 5 standards 
while being competitively 
priced. Th e Chisinau’s May-

oral Offi  ce is to consider 
buying our Minsk-made 
buses.

In the past, Chisinau 
has purchased Belarusian 
Belkommunmash 102 trolley 
buses, updating its electric 
transport fl eet. A protocol of 
intentions has been signed 
regarding joint production 
of Belarusian-Moldovan 
trolley buses in Chisinau. 
Mr. Chirtoacă notes that 
the fi rst vehicle is to be as-
sembled in 12-18 months 
by the joint facility, run by 
Minsk’s Belkommunmash 
and Chisinau’s Department 
for Electric Transport.

Mr. Chirtoacă stresses 
that Minsk-Chisinau mutu-
ally benefi cial co-operation 
is to be further expanded by 
the purchase of MAZ pas-
senger buses.

Quality and price 
are deciding factors
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Specialists say fish ‘problems’ will be solved over the coming five years

Oil miners at work Mine at Bereza District


