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By Yuri Karpenko

Minsk’s Palace of Sports 
saw Horizont (Group B) 
defeat Spartak Noginsk 
(Russia), sending them to 
the play-offs, in first place. 
The success of Anatoly 
Buyalsky’s trainees was only 
doubted by the most extreme 
of sceptics since, in the first 
quarter, Horizont created 
a nice gap of 10-12 points, 
which it kept until the final 
whistle. Their opponents 
tried hard to equalise, nar-
rowing the score from time 
to time, but Horizont ended 
with a confident victory. Its 
core players (members of 
Belarus’ national basketball 

team) were Tatiana Likhtar-
ovich, Yulia Dureiko, Nata-
lia Anufrienko and Victoria 
Gasper, who fully control-
led play. The final score of 
89:77 followed Horizont’s 
earlier defeat of Spartak in 
an away match and Roma-
nian club Craiova.

Horizont is a well-
known basketball name, 
famed from Soviet times. 
It has given birth to several 
legendary female basket-
ballers, including Olympic 
champions. Several years 
ago, it vanished from the 
basketball arena but, in 
2010, was revived, follow-
ing the success of our na-
tional team (which finished 

fourth at the recent World 
Championship). Logically, 
both teams are coached 
by Anatoly Buyalsky, who 
sees Horizont as a serious 
project. The team is striving 
to win the national cham-
pionship and gain fame in 
Europe. “In the near future, 
we aim to reach the final 
four within the Eurocup; 
another target is to qualify 
for the Euroleague,” he em-
phasises. Besides participat-
ing in elite events, Horizont 
plans to hold several ‘show’ 
matches in Minsk. 

Meanwhile, anoth-
er squad from Minsk 
— Minsk-2006 — has also 
reached the play-offs of the 

Eurocup: a notable achieve-
ment. Sergey Svetnik’s 
trainees (Group G) twice 
lost to Dynamo Moscow 

but, at home, beat Cyprus’ 
AEK. In the decisive final 
match of the qualification 
round, Minsk-2006 beat 

Cyprus away with a com-
fortable 81:53, commencing 
the next round from second 
position. 

By Yuri Kovalev

National table tennis 
teams play series of 
European Nations League 
matches

Th e new team tournament 
began last season, with the fi rst 
play-off  round to be complete 
by 2012. Th e teams are split into 
three divisions: Premier, Chal-
lenge and Standard. Th ese are 
based on the results of the 2008 
World and European champi-
onships.

Th e Belarusian men’s na-
tional team is in the strongest 
league while the women’s team 
is in the second. During the fi rst 
round, teams in each division 
are divided into groups — with 
away and home matches played. 
Th ose coming fi rst and second 
in their groups go through to a 
knock-out round, with semi-
fi nals and fi nal matches held in 
each team’s country. Four single 
matches are held in each round 

(with an extra match played 
where a draw occurs).

Last season, the Belaru-
sian women’s team played two 
matches away. In the fi rst, Be-

larus crushed England, 3:0; the 
next match ended in the defeat 
of Poland, 3:1. In March, our 
women’s team claimed victory 
over France, 3:2, and again de-
feated England at Minsk’s Pal-
ace of Tennis. Victoria Pavlovi-
ch won two matches while her 
sister Veronika was the winner 

in one; Yelena Dubkova lost her 
match. 

“Four victories in four 
matches is a bright result,” noted 
the head coach of the Belarusian 

national team, Tatiana Petkev-
ich, at the aft er-match press-
conference. “Our next step af-
ter the play-off s is reaching the 
Premier Division. I believe in 
our team’s ability to see off  any 
rival.” Meanwhile, the Belaru-
sian men’s team played an away 
match against Germany within 

their Premier Division. Belarus 
was missing leader Vladimir 
Samsonov while the German 
host team was missing core 
players Timo Boll and Dmitry 
Ovcharov. Aft er a tough strug-
gle, Belarus lost 2:3. In the indi-
vidual matches, Vitaly Nekhve-
dovich and Yevgeny Shchetinin 
won and, in the decisive match, 
duo Vitaly Nekhvedovich and 
Alexander Kuchuk lost to their 
German rivals. Th e leader of 
the group, Sweden, defeated 
Russia 3:2 at home, confi dently 
keeping its top position in the 
tournament’s table (with four 
wins across four matches). Alas, 
Belarus lost all its matches.

Meanwhile, Serbian Subot-
ica has been hosting the Euro-
pean Mixed Doubles Champi-
onships and the Serbian Open 
Championship. In the former, 
Victoria Pavlovich and Yevg-
eny Shchetinin claimed bronze, 
while Pavel Platov won the Ser-
bian Open.

By Kirill Pirogov

FIS Freestyle Skiing Co-
ordinator Joe Fitzgerald 
visits Minsk for second 
time in the last six 
months

In late April, Mr. Fit-
zgerald travelled to Minsk 
to deliver the Crystal 
Globe, later to be presented 
to freestyle downhill skier 
Anton Kushnir at Minsk’s 
Town Hall. Mr. Fitzgerald 
also met with the Minis-
try for Sports and Tourism 
and the Belarusian Free-
style Federation to discuss 
the possibility of Raubichi 
(near Minsk) hosting a 
World Cup round. Belarus 
was granted this honour, 
on condition of the exist-
ing slope being modernised 
in time for 19th February 
2011. The entry segment 
of the slope was to be ex-
tended and sharpened to 
allow athletes to perform 
the most complicated free-
style jumps.

Mr. Fitzgerald recently 
arrived in Minsk to inspect 
Raubichi and ensure it is 
ready for the World Cup 
event; he confirmed his 
satisfaction, allowing Bela-
rus to host the contest for 
the first time ever. “Work 
has not been completed 
yet but it’s already obvious 
that the modernisation will 
meet all requirements,” he 
noted. “The slope, which 
is set against a beautiful 
landscape, will meet inter-
national standards and is 
ready for use in training and 
hosting major events. Bela-
rus is a world leader in air 
acrobatics, so I’m confident 

that its athletes will benefit 
from the new slope, achiev-
ing even better results. I also 
hope that February’s round 
in Minsk opens doors to 
similar events.”

It is noteworthy that the 
Minsk World Cup Freestyle 
Round is to be held in the 
usual way — without lim-
its imposed on the number 
of participants. We hope 
that the head coach of the 
Belarusian national team, 
Nikolay Kozeko, is doing 

a good job of training our 
jumpers on their native 
slope. As the Minsk round 
will be the last of the com-
ing season, it will draw a 
final line under the results 
of the previous rounds, de-
ciding who is to be award-
ed a Crystal Globe (among 
men and women). It should 
define which country’s ath-
letes have shown the best 
results.

Minsk Horizont and Minsk-2006 women’s 
basketball teams win at second most important 
continental club tournament: Eurocup

Climbing the 
tournament

Four wins across four matches Minsk welcomes
freestyle elite

By Kirill Karin

353 Belarusian athletes 
training for 30th Summer 
Olympics, in 31 kinds of 
sports

Belarus’ Minister for Sports 
and Tourism, Oleg Kachan, 
noted the number of our ath-
letes in training for the Games 
during the opening of the 
London-2012 Olympic Media 
Centre in Minsk. Training pro-
grammes are underway, with 
our national teams now gaining 
attestation. Th e fi rst stage of Ol-
ympic training is over, to be fol-
lowed by the second (winning 
places) and then participation 
in the Olympics itself.

All issues relating to the 

athletes’ motivation have been 
settled, with $150,000 be-
ing off ered for a gold medal, 
$75,000 for silver and $50,000 
for bronze. Training conditions 
for athletes are to be in keeping 
with their requirements. Th e 
Sports Minister pointed out 
that the Head of State (who is 
also President of the National 
Olympic Committee of Bela-
rus) has tasked Belarus’ Olym-
pic team with winning 25 med-
als at the London-2012 Games, 
fi ve of them gold. Based on the 
results of the previous Olym-
pics, Belarus should reach the 
top ten countries for medals: a 
worthy target.

National Olympic Com-
mittee Vice President Sergey 

Teterin notes that, since Belarus 
began to take part in the Games 
as an independent state, it has 
performed at fi ve winter and 
four summer Olympics. So far, 
79 Belarusian athletes have won 
75 awards (11 gold, 24 silver 
and 40 bronze). He hopes that 
our athletes and their coaches 
will be giving interviews of their 
own at the London-2012 Olym-
pic Media Centre in future.

Our Belarusian marksmen 
hope to gain fi ve or six places at 
the 2012 Games, notes national 
team head coach Igor Basinsky. 
Two places are already secure, 
won at the 2010 World Cham-
pionship in Munich by Sergey 
Martynov (four-time World 
Champion, 2010 World Cup 

holder, and 2000 Sydney and 
2004 Athens Olympics bronze 
medallist) and Victoria Chaika 
(2006 and 2010 World Cham-
pionships bronze medallist, 
2009 European Champion and 
2010 World Cup silver holder). 
Th e remaining places need to 
be secured during the qualifi ca-
tion rounds for the Olympics. 
As yet, no other Belarusian ath-
letes have guaranteed tickets for 
the 2012 Olympics.

Th e press secretary for the 
Belarusian National Olympic 
Committee, Piotr Ryabukhin, 
reports that such media centres 
are to open in every region of 
Belarus soon, at representative 
offi  ces of the National Olympic 
Committee.

Attainable and worthy goals

Match between Minsk-2006 (in white) and Dynamo Moscow proves tough struggle

Yelena Dubkova — the hope of the national team

Training in Raubichi
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