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“Belarus is not Turkey or 
the Canary Islands; it can-
not attract tourists with snow 
white beaches or uninhabited 
islands,” notes Valery Boldyrev, 
who heads the Department for 
Marketing and Publishing Ac-
tivities at the National Tourism 
Agency. Of course, Belarus has 
undeniable potential: forests 
with clean lakes and fresh 
air, alongside inexpensive, 
high quality medical services. 
Th ese are major advantages, 
as is the fact that Belarus sits 
at the centre of Europe and 
off ers well-developed trans-
port infrastructure. Moreover, 
Belarus is developing its his-
torical-cultural heritage as a 
tourist attraction; two global 
traditions meet in our country 
— Western and Eastern Chris-
tian. Additionally, the Judaic 
and Muslim cultures have left  
their legacy, giving us a unique 
and interesting fl avour for for-
eign tourists.

Belarus has a positive bal-
ance of services (diff erence be-
tween exports and 
imports). 

“Last year, we saw a positive 
balance of $76m. In the fi rst 
three months of 2010, our pos-
itive balance stood at $16m, as 
we’d already sold $3m more 
travel vouchers to foreign citi-
zens arriving in our country. 
Additionally, $1m more serv-
ices were rendered on the spot 
and foreigners spent $2.9m 
more at our hotels,” explains 
Viktor Yakovenko, the Director 
of the Tourism Department at 
the Sports and Tourism Minis-

try. Against the background of 
the global economic crisis, his 
words are impressive, as are 
the fi gures.

Meanwhile, at least one 
cultural-entertainment centre 
— operational all year round 
— is to be built in each Be-
larusian region. Th e Vitebsk 
region has three proposals so 
far and further development 
of the Avgustovsky Canal in 
the Grodno region is also be-
ing studied. Additionally, the 
President has signed a state 
programme envisaging the de-
velopment of Pripyat’s Polesie 
area. 60 percent of the actions 
within these programmes 
deal with tourists and involve 
the construction of facilities 
such as shops and hotels. Th e 
projects are open to any for-
eign investor.

Th e Narochansky resort 
area is also soon to be devel-
oped. Th e President of Bela-
rus, Alexander Lukashenko, 
recently visited this unique 
lakeland region, noting 
that it is the per-
fect place 

for relaxation and could prove 
popular with foreign tourists. 
He visited Sputnik sanatori-
um, which was reconstructed 
in 2006 and can now sleep 130 
guests. Operating year round, 
almost 4,000 people can visit 
to rest and recuperate annu-
ally. Since January 2010, it has 
expanded its range of health-
resort services, including a 
swimming pool area with bal-
neary, ultrasonic examination 
rooms equipped with the lat-

est equipment and a solarium. 
In the future, the sanatorium 
plans to off er complete medi-
cal diagnostics.

Th e Head of State believes 
that investors should be at-
tracted to create similar facili-
ties and a state programme for 
the Narochansky area’s resort 
zone development for 2011-
2015 has been adopted. Mean-
while, a fi ve year moratorium 
on real estate, profi t and land 
tax is being introduced.

Belarus now has 103 sana-
toriums and 271 health-im-
proving organisations. Th e 

success is 
evident. In 

2008, we welcomed 106,300 
people. In 2009, this rose to 
129,900. Over 85 percent of 
foreigners arrive in Belarus to 
visit our sanatorium resorts, 
while the remaining 15 percent 
chose other health-improving 
options. Th is is benefi tting the 
sanatoriums themselves and 
other sites situated nearby, 
such as museums and histori-
cal places. People are realising 
that sanatorium breaks aren’t 
just for summer. At present, 

almost 85 percent of those 
booking stays hail from the 
CIS, primarily Russia.

A stay at a sanatorium re-
sort involves more than treat-
ments to improve your health. 
All off er a range of excursions 
to historical sites and many are 
able to host business meetings, 
having the necessary halls, 
rooms and equipment. Mr. Ya-
kovenko stresses that all have 
the ability to host large confer-
ences. “Th eir halls — equipped 
with synchronised translation 
equipment — make it possi-
ble to communicate with the 

whole world,” he explains.
Belarus also attracts 

tourists with 

its wild landscapes and ex-
otic fl ora and fauna, as seen at 
Polesie State Radiation Ecol-
ogy Reserve, in the Narovlya 
district. Here, since becoming 
a closed zone, the wilderness 
has conquered man’s modern 
world. Entry is prohibited un-
less specifi c access has been 
granted, allowing hunting and 
fi shing along the Pripyat River. 
Th e sunsets and sunrises are 
breathtaking and no one is left  
in doubt of the amazing beauty 

of the countryside.
A new state programme 

envisaging the social-eco-
nomic development and com-
plex use of natural resources 
in Pripyat’s Polesie area, from 
2009-2015, embraces seven 
districts across two Belarusian 
regions. Th e Petrikov, Zhitko-
vichi, Mozyr, Narovlya, Luni-
nets, Stolin and Pinsk districts 
have each prepared their own 
proposals and made detailed 
calculations. In particular, the 
programme envisages the con-
struction of a rowing canal and 
a boat station. In coming years, 
four fi sherman’s houses are to 
be built near the Pripyat River, 
close to picturesque lakes, and 
a dozen ‘deluxe’ rooms are to 
appear at the Narovlyanka 
Hotel. A luxurious two-sto-
rey cottage-style homestead is 
being constructed near Lake 
Lesnoe, off ering a restaurant, 
a gambling hall, a banya, 
billiards and fi shing equip-
ment for rent. Th ese novelties 
are initially planned for the 
Narovlya district, while other 
districts are waiting not only 
for tourists, but also for foreign 
investments.

Tourists and visas
Belarus is most oft en vis-

ited by tourists from Russia, 
Ukraine, Lithuania, Poland, 
Moldova, Latvia, Germany, 
Georgia, Kazakhstan and Es-
tonia. Since January 1st, 2010 
(when the Special Part of the 
Belarusian Tax Code came 
into force), short-term visas 
for tourism purposes have 
been available to most EU 
citizens on a principle of reci-
procity — being charged at 60 
euros; meanwhile, Latvians, 
Lithuanians, Estonians and 
Poles pay only 25 euros. Group 
visas (fi ve or more people) for 
citizens of all EU states cost 10 

euros. Belarusian embassies 
have been issuing a greater 
number of multiple entry vi-
sas, with numbers of visitors 
rising. In comparison, Europe 
is seeing 8 percent fewer ar-
rivals, Latvia has 30-35 per-
cent fewer foreign guests, 
Lithuania — 15.5 percent, 
Ukraine — 19.9 percent, and 
Russia — 10.2 percent. Bela-
rus has managed to preserve 
its pre-crisis dynamics, being 
a transit state.

Agro-ecotourism
in focus

Agro-ecotourism is an-
other promising area for 
investments in Belarus. Be-
larusian Public Association 
Country Escape, with sup-
port from the Sports and 
Tourism Ministry and the 
OSCE, is to open a consulta-
tive-information centre on 
agro-ecotourism — the fi rst 
of its kind in Belarus. Ac-
cording to Country Escape’s 
Chair, Valeria Klitsounova, 
the centre is to render sup-
port to owners of rural farm-
steads and to specialists in 
physical culture, sports and 
tourism across the Belaru-
sian regions and in the city 
of Minsk. In particular, the 
centre’s staff  are to off er con-
sultations (including online) 
and will organise seminars 
to raise standards across the 
agro-ecotourist branch. Th e 
centre will be able to organ-
ise Internet-bookings for the 
farmsteads and will produce 
brochures advertising them, 
alongside the existing ‘green’ 
routes, which are to be fur-
ther extended. In addition, 
farmsteads meeting ecologi-
cal standards will be given a 
European ‘Green Farmstead’ 
award to show their profes-
sionalism.

What attractions can Belarus 
offer travellers and which sphere 
of tourist infrastructure should 
investors choose?

Revival and popularisation of folk arts and folklore is characteristic of Belarus’ modern attractiveness to tourists
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Belarus’ tourist infrastructure has recently developed significantly, yet plenty of investment opportunities remain

Destination 
for leisure
at the centre 
of Europe
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